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Restaurant 
81  Church  Street,    Toronto     368-2867 

fully  licensed 


CELEBRATE  IT  WITH  A  BANG  AT 


By  reservation  only 
Get  yours  now! 
Only  2  seatings  for  dinner: 
1st:  5:30-8:30pm 
2nd:  9:00-1 1:30pm 
(includes  party  favors) 
—Formal  black  tie 
—Fixed  Price  menu 
—Entertainment 


360  Queen  St  East 
Toronto  861-1461 


Regular  Hours: 

Lunch: 

Mon-Fri  l2:00-3:00pm 

Dinner: 

Mon-Thur5:30-I0:30pm 

Fri-Sat5:30-ll:00pm 

Sunday  Brunch: 

l2:00-4:00pm 

Holiday  hours  of 
business: 

Closed:  Dec  24-27,  Jan  I 
Open:  Dec  28-31  dinner 
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We  offer  a  complete  furniture  restoration 
and  refinishing  service.  Let  our  expert  hand- 
finishing  methods  revive  your  heirlooms  and 
reveal  their  original  craftsmanship. 

Please  drop  into  our  showroom  and  see 

our  collection  of  furniture,  antiques  and 

collectibles.  We  are  located  in  Toronto,  at  229 

Macpherson  Ave. , one  north  of  Dupont, 

just  west,  off  Avenue  Road. 


963-9129 


Tuesday  to  Friday  9am-5pm,  Saturdays  10am  until  4pm 
Estimates  by  appointment 
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LETTERS 


The  will  to  liberation 

The  letter  from  "Yours  Anonymously" 
(TBP,  November)  touches  upon  two  fun- 
damental issues  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  Before  exploring  these  issues, 
I  must  first  say  that  although  I'm  not 
always  in  complete  agreement  with  the 
"collective"  philosophy  of  TBP,  this 
magazine  is  one  of  the  few  (only?)  nation- 
al gay  periodicals  which  provokes 
thought  which  (I  hope)  leads  to  action. 

Mr  Anon  says  that  (1)  "the  vast  major- 
ity of  gays  are  still  in  the  closet"  and  that 
(2)  The  Body  Politic  collective  (and  I 
assume  other  gay  people)  "has  become 
complacent  and  self-congratulatory."  I 
understand  point  2  to  mean  that  most 
gays  are  happy  with  a  limited  lifestyle  — 
ie,  what  straights  are  willing  to  tolerate 
from  gays. 

The  process  or  definition  of  "coming 
out"  not  only  differs  for  each  and  every 
person,  but  /I  would  suggest,  is  an  on- 
going process.  On-going  in  that  we  must 
constantly  remind  ourselves  and  straights 
that  we  are  "different,"  ipso  facto  gay. 
Micheal  Denneny  in  his  "Gay  Manifesto 
for  the  '80s"  (Christopher  Street,  Jan- 
uary, 1981)  aptly  put  it:  "Homosexuality 
and  gay  are  not  the  same  thing;  gay  is 
when  you  decide  to  make  an  issue  of  it." 

I  would  agree  partially  with  Mr  Anon 
in  that  we,  in  general,  will  tolerate  only 
that  which  the  oppressor  deems  accept- 
able. We  are  the  victims  of  repressive 
tolerance. 

What  is  the  solution?  Anon  suggests  a 
radical  militancy  like  that  of  the  '60s 
(Stonewall)  which  many  (the  majority) 
would  find  acceptable  for  numerous 
reasons.  I  would  suggest  for  the  less  "rad- 
ical" a  more  modest  approach.  It  would 
begin  by  asking  ourselves  a  simple  ques- 
tion: in  our  daily  interactions  with  both 
straights  and  gays,  are  our  actions  such 
that  we  are  made  "more  free"  or  are  we 
temporarily  sent  back  into  the  closet?  If 
we  have  stood  firm  on  our  principles, 
then  gay  liberation  has  been  furthered 
"indeed." 

To  lay  the  entire  blame  on  TBP  is  only 
to  point  the  finger  at  someone  else  and 
not  take  responsibility  for  our  actions. 
The  complacency  lies  with  us  all.  True  lib- 
eration will  only  succeed  if  we  actively 
will  it  to  succeed. 

Fred  Francis 

West  mount,  Quebec 

"Singular  indiscretion" 

Ken  Popert 's  defensive  response  to  my 
letter  about  his  article  on  St  Augustine's 
Seminary  (see  Letters,  TBP,  December) 
further  illustrates  a  weak  premise  is  his 
evaluation  of  the  relationship  between 
Catholic  authorities  and  gays  in  our  area. 

Specifically,  I  take  exception  to  his 
remarks  about  Cardinal  Carter  harassing 
Dignity.  No  such  harassment  exists  and 
Mr  Popert's  integrity  as  a  reporter  is  on 
the  line.  TBP,  in  my  estimation,  is  irres- 
ponsible to  have  published  such  character 
defamation.  Also  it's  silly. 

Dignity,  for  ten  tears,  has  been  hosted 
by  a  Catholic  church,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  period.  Admittedly,  there  was  a 
sad  and  insensitive  handling  of  matters 
pertaining  to  Dignity  some  years  back, 
although  I'm  sure  a  lesson  was  learned  on 
the  part  ol  Cardinal  Carter.  However,  a 


singular  indiscretion  hardly  constitutes 
harassment.  Can  Popert  provide  facts  to 
support  such  reporting?  Does  the  Cardin- 
al disturb,  persistently  torment  or  repeat- 
edly attack  Dignity?  Does  Dignity  itself 
feel  harassed?  (It  would  be  enlightening 
perhaps  to  hear  from  that  group.)  May  I 
suggest  Popert  owes  his  readers  com- 
ments rooted  in  contemporary  investiga- 
tion and  not  speculation.  In  fact,  it  is  my 
experience  that  Dignity  enjoys  an  en- 
couraging level  of  acceptance  amongst 
Catholic  clergy. 

Popert  refers  to  Carter's  "sledgeham- 
mer tactics"  regarding  the  turmoil  at  the 
seminary.  However,  he  either  does  not 
know  about  or  fails  to  report  what  efforts 
the  Cardinal's  office  used  earlier  to  deal 
with  the  issues.  Did  he  attempt  to  get  suf- 
ficient information?  Maybe  the  Cardinal 
put  too  much  trust  in  the  administrators. 
Popert  fails  to  fill  in  his  readers.  What's 
the  story  —  sledgehammer  vs  slingbacks? 

Discussions  about  gays  in  the  priest- 
hood need  to  be  conducted  before  a  man 
is  admitted,  not  afterwards.  Closet  cases 
are  always  getting  into  hot  water  by  cov- 
ering up  their  orientation.  Whether  they 
try  to  escape  into  religious  life,  marriage, 
booze,  drugs  and  so  on,  that's  all  good 
and  fine;  but  they  shouldn't  come  run- 
ning to  the  gay  lib  types  when  the  heat 
gets  to  be  too  much.  Let  them  join  the 
ranks  of  the  rest  of  us  gays  who  attempt 
an  honest  appraisal  of  our  life  choices. 
All  too  often,  buzz  words  such  as  "injus- 
tice," "oppressed,"  "power,"  etc  are 
worked  to  death  by  gays.  Homosexual 
candidates  for  seminaries  should  be  up- 
front with  the  authorities  —  anything  less 
diminishes  them  as  men.  In  my  day,  a  lot 
of  us  who  went  into  seminaries  really 
wanted  to  be  nuns  anyway. 

I  do  not  contrive,  as  Popert  suggests, 
to  ignore  the  wrongs  and  evils  in  this 
world.  God  knows  I,  as  a  perfect  person, 
create  a  fair  share  of  them.  But  at  the 
same  time  it  is  irrational  to  consider  that 
the  world  revolves  around  gays  and  their 
issues.  Like  it  or  not,  there  is  authority  to 
be  reckoned  with,  and  in  order  to  build 
individual  or  collective  character,  we  ig- 
nore it  at  our  own  peril. 

It  is  my  hope  that  Mr  Popert  and  the 
rest  of  the  gay  leadership  will  one  day 
develop  a  more  open  mind  when  it  comes 
to  the  Catholic  church  —  it's  an  impor- 
tant part  of  my  roots  and  I  offer  no 
apologies  for  that.  Also,  I  like  both 
Popes:  Carole  and  John  Paul. 
Jim  Dorion 
Toronto 


Ken  Popert  replies: 

In  late  1979,  after  a  dispute  over  the 
presence  of  Dignity  at  St  Paul's  Church 
in  Toronto  was  reported  to  Cardinal  Car- 
ter, he  ordered  the  group  out  of  the  build- 
ing. The  chancery  promised  to  look  for 
another  church  for  the  group,  but  came 
up  with  nothing.  H  lien  Our  I  adr  oj 
LourdeS  volunteered  to  accept  Dignity  on 

its  premises,  t  'arter  stepped  in  to  impose 

a  new  hardship:  he  would  allow  the  move 

only  if  Dignity  would  agree  to  stop  hold- 
ing regular  Sunday  masses.    Mthough  the 

masses  had  been  important  in  building 
membership,  the  group  fell  it  had  to  OC 

cepi  the  terms,  its  membership  oj  more 


\  27:  The  uses 

j§  of  abuse 

1=  Chris  Bearchell  on  why  the 

=  Badgley  Report  on  sexual  abuse 

j=  of  children  missed  the  mark;  Jim 

==  Monk  on  a  why  a  PBS  special  on 

==  the  same  subject  didn  't. 

I  8:  1984 

HJ  Was  Orwell  right?  Well, 

=  not  entirely,  but.  ...A  look  back 

=  on  that  year,  become  simply 

=  last  year. 

I  16:  Straight  lib 

=  It 's  no  wonder  heterosexuals 

=  can 't  deal  with  uppity  fags  and 

==  dykes,  Jane  Rule  says,  when 

=H  they  're  ashamed  of  all  sexuality 

=  —  including  their  own. 

|  31:  Bratty 

==  Ugly  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder, 

=  and  Sonja  Mills  finds  herself 

=  entranced  by  a  rising  singer  with 

JH  a  lot  to  say. 


Barbashed 

=  When  the  local  bouncer  turfs  you 

==  out  for  the  way  you  look,  is  it 

=  really  because  you  're  too  queer  to 

=  be  "gay"?  A  deliberation  by 

=  Danny  Cocker  line. 

|  33:  Spinsters 

=  Mary  Meigs  reviews  the 
=   biography  of  two  "unwanted 
=    women  " who  found  differ  en  t 
=  paths  to  fulfillment . 

H  47:  Sheer  fetish 

=  Fantasizing  about  teen  idols  and 

|H  Soloflex  hunks  is  one  thing,  but 

=  what  happens  when  the  turn-on  is 

H=  a  pair  of  pan  tyh  ose  ?  R  ick  Be  bo  u  t 

=  relates  a  brief  encounter. 

Regular  departments 

==       3:  Letters  from  readers 

^17:  World  News 

==   20:  Out  in  the  City,  our  guide  to 

what  \  on  in  Toronto 
=   36:  Joy  Parks's  Shared  Ground 
=    37:  Ian  Young's  ivory  funnel 
=   39:  ( '/ossified ads 
=   OO:  Network,  our  listing  of  groups 

in  C  'anada.  returns  next  month 

=S  "The  cover:  Kruin.  in  ii  phi)i<>  l<\  Sonja 

==  \fill\.  s.  on  Madstn  flexing,  from  the  tuitions 

==  Soloflex  mil     1983 by  Sotojlex); child Jtom 

==  fan   Design  by  Rick  Btbout. 
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METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario  M5S  2R4     (416)  536-2848 


Weekly  Worship  Services 

Sunday  —  At  11:00  a.m. 

And  7:30  p.m. 

(SINGSPIRATION  15  minutes  before  each  service) 


r         "*' 


ft 


r' 


Christmas  Eve 

Candlelight  Service 

Monday,  December  24th  —  11:00  p.m. 


L/C     L< 


All  services  will  be  signed  for  the  deaf. 


a  JWepp\ 

i 


hr/sfn   . 


PM  CHECKLIST:      If  you 
□Collegiate?        want  it  all 

□  Denim?  at  a  great 
□Western?  gay  bar,        370  Church 

□  L?  OR?       this  trip,  try       977-9955 


,>»'* 
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"If  it  was  my  great-grandfather  who 

blew  the  whistle  on  poor  Kelly  and  Moore  in  1842, 

it  would  have  been  poetic  justice  if  he  could  have  known 

that  his  great-grandson  would  be  similarly 

lusting  106  years  later." 


than  60  promptly  fell  to  half  that  number. 
All  of  this  can  be  learned  either  from 
long-standing  members  of  Dignity  or 
from  its  newsletter.  The  ban  on  regular 
masses  is  still  in  effect,  five  years  later. 

I  did  choose  the  term  '  'harass ' '  hastily; 
"subject  to  continuing  deprivation" 
would  have  been  more  accurate,  if  more 
cumbersome.  At  any  rate,  the  events  do 
not  seem  to  me  to  qualify  as  "a  singular 
indiscretion ' ' '  'some  years  back. ' ' 

I  don 't  understand  why  Mr  Dorion  be- 
lieves that  Carter  learned  a  lesson  from 
the  Dignity  incident.  The  story  —  dispute 
over  the  presence  of  gays,  intervention  by 
the  cardinal,  removal  of  gays  —  seems  all 
too  similar  to  the  St  A  ugustine  's  drama. 
Only  the  size  of  the  stage  has  changed. 

Mr  Dorion  charges  that  I  failed  to  re- 
port Carter's  side  of  the  story.  Readers  of 
my  story  will  recall  that  in  it  I  reported 
my  attempts  to  do  just  that:  I  sent  a  copy 
of  my  text  to  the  chancery  and  followed 
up  with  several  phone  calls.  None  of  my 
calls  was  returned  and  no  comment  was 
forthcoming.  If  Carter 's  side  of  the  story 
went  unreported,  it  was  not  through  any 
failing  of  mine. 

Mr  Dorion 's  harsh,  simplistic  verdict 
on  closet  gays  speaks  for  itself,  and  merits 
no  serious  response. 


Cuban  invitation 


i 


Dear  friends  from  The  Body  Politic: 
I  am  very  pleased  because  luckily  I 
have  found  your  address  through  the 
Canadian  embassy  in  my  country. 

Now  I  am  going  to  introduce  myself, 
am  31  years  old,  a  gay  man.  My  job  is  in  a 
medical  centre.  I  am  very  interested  in  ex- 
changing letters  with  persons  from  Cana- 
da, because  it  is  my  favourite  country, 
and  I  feel  great  admiration  not  only  for 
its  beautiful  landscape  but  for  its  mixed 
and  interesting  culture.  I  want  to  make 
contact  with  Canadians,  gay  and  hetero- 
sexual, who  like  travel  and  tourism.  I 
think  Cuba  is  the  most  beautiful  island  in 
the  Caribbean  and  I  hope  that  many  Can- 
adian people  would  like  to  know  this 
country  in  order  to  visit  it  in  the  future. 
I  would  like  to  make  friends  of  both 
sexes  and  of  all  ages.  I  want  you  to  make 
known  my  address  to  all  persons  who 
would  be  interested.  I  feel  thankful  to- 
wards you,  because  I  am  sure  about  your 
kindness  with  me. 

Robert  Delgado  Valero 
calle  Clauel  N°  413,  apto  10 
Habana  3,  Ciudad  de  la  Habana 
Cuba 


Historic  irony 


As  a  possible  footnote  to  "Getting 
Caught,  1842"  (in  "Diggers,"  TBP,  Nov- 
ember): It  may  be  a  coincidence,  but  my 
great-grandfather,  John  Cooper,  served 
with  the  89th  Regiment  of  Foot,  as  did 
my  grandfather,  Edward  Cooper  (1836- 
1904)  and  two  of  my  uncles. 

If  it  was  indeed  my  great-grandfather 
who  blew  the  whistle  on  poor  Kelly  and 
Moore,  it  would  have  been  poetic  justice 

I  he  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters  Send 
them  to  us  ut:  I  vtters.  TBP,  Box  7289,  Sin    I, 
JbrontO,  O/S  WN   1X9.  Letten  selected  for 

publication  may  he  edited  lor  length 


if  he  could  have  ever  known  that  his 
great-grandson  would  be  similarly  lusting 
106  years  later  while  serving  with  the  navy 
at  Pensacola. 
Ray  Cooper 
Calgary 


CARBON  COPIES 


27  October  1984 

HM  Customs  and  Excise 
Kent  House  Upper  Ground 
London  SE1  9PS  England 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  just  learned  that  you  have  seized 
and  intend  to  destroy  a  book  Pagan  Press 
has  published  —  Edward  Carpenter's 
Iolaus:  An  Anthology  of  Friendship.  A 
paper,  "Gay's  the  Word  Bookshop," 
which  you  sent  to  the  American  PEN 
Center,  indicates  that  you  have  conduct- 
ed your  seizures,  of  Iolaus  and  over  a 
hundred  other  titles,  under  legislation  re- 
stricting "indecent  or  obscene"  material. 

Edward  Carpenter  (1844-1929)  was  a 
distinguished  British  literary  figure.  Car- 
penter's works  have  been  translated  into 
German,  Italian,  Bulgarian,  Japanese, 
Norwegian,  Dutch,  Russian,  and  Spanish; 
they  continue  to  be  held  in  high  esteem. 

Iolaus:  An  Anthology  of  Friendship 
was  first  published  in  London  in  1902, 
and  was  not  censored  or  suppressed  in 
any  way.  The  second  edition  appeared  in 
1906,  and  has  circulated  freely  in  England 
from  then  up  to  the  present. 

Would  you  kindly  inform  me  what  it  is 
that  you  have  found  "indecent  or  ob- 
scene" about  Iolaus,  and  further,  why 
Iolaus  may  be  considered  "indecent  or 
obscene"  in  1984,  when  it  was  not  so  in 
1902. 

I  await  your  prompt  reply. 
Yours  very  truly, 
John  Lauritsen 
(President  and  Director) 
Pagan  Press 
26  St  Mark's  Place, 
New  York  City  10003 

12  November  (1984) 

Dear  Mr.  Lauritsen 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  27  October, 
I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that 
you  have  been  mis-informed  about  cus- 
toms action  as  it  affects  "Iolaus"  by  Ed- 
ward Carpenter  and  many  other  titles. 

Under  United  Kingdom  law  any  thing 
which  is  found  with  or  packed  with  pro- 
hibited imports  is  itself  liable  to  forfeiture 
but  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and 
Excise  may  restore  such  goods  at  their 
discretion. 

For  various  reasons  the  consignments 
to  which  you  refer  were  seized  in  their  en- 
tirety but  with  every  intention  of  restoring 
the  non-offending  titles  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. This  has  been  authorized  and  is  being 
arranged. 

1  hope  that  you  can  accept  that  Cus- 
toms have  not  been  as  unreasonable  in 
this  case  as  sonic  reports  have  indicated. 
Yours  sincerely 
I    Han  net  I 

HM  (  'UStOmS  and  I  KCiX 
London 

(Sec  storv.  pave  17) 
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Some. 

Or  28  or  46  Somebuddies 

who  keep  the  air  buzzing 

with  conversation  that's  casual, 

maybe  a  little  crazy 

and  always  fun. 

In  the  lane  behind  Crispins,  Toronto  (416)  977-9955 


you  too  can  learn  how  to  reduce  your  risk  of  getting 
AIDS.  For  your  free  information  about  safe  sex,  just 
give  us  a  call  (416)  926-1626  or  send  us  the  coupon 
below. 


Yes,  send  me  free  information  on  safe  sex. 


name 


address 


city,  province 


postal  code 


mail  to:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 
Box  55,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4 


EDITORIAL 


Backing  off  too  soon 


Bars  were  probably  first.  For  years  we 
have  been  able  to  drink  together,  even  if 
harassed  by  the  police.  Then  we  could 
dance,  first  in  small  numbers  and  then  by 
the  hundreds  and  thousands.  And  now 
we  can  bowl,  play  Softball,  curl,  and 
spend  endless  weekends  in  the  great  out- 
doors. In  fact,  sporting  and  recreational 
groups  have  become  some  of  the  largest 
and  most  active  organizations  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  communities. 

The  existence  of  these  groups  is  a 
wonderfully  public  assertion  of  our  right 
to  "social  space."  But  it's  time  to  ask 
what  more  formal  political  role  they  play 
—  and  what  political  role  they  should 
play. 

The  most  prominent  of  these  organiza- 
tions in  Toronto  is  the  Out  and  Out  Club, 
with  almost  300  members  and  an  enor- 
mous list  of  outdoor  activities.  It  is  well- 
run  and  offers  a  good  deal  of  fun  to  its 
members.  In  August  1984,  Out  and  Out 
was  approached  for  help  by  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee,  which  has  been  the 
backbone  of  the  Toronto  community's 
response  to  the  bath  raids  of  1978,  1981 
and  1983.  The  RTPC  is  still  immersed  in 
legal  cases  and  court  costs,  and  remains 
urgently  in  need  of  money.  A  number  of 
Toronto  organizations,  Out  and  Out 
among  them,  were  asked  to  insert  a  fund- 
raising  letter  in  their  next  regular  mail- 
ings; costs  and  labour  would  be  provided 
if  necessary. 

Some  organizations  willingly  obliged; 
some  delayed  and  avoided  responding. 
Out  and  Out  refused.  Too  political,  they 
argued.  It  might  offend  some  members. 

This  is  not  an  isolated  incident.  Right 
across  Canada,  there  are  gay  social  and 
sports  organizations  which  insist  that  they 
are  not  "political."  What  does  this  say 
about  our  community?  Do  we  honestly 
believe  that  we  are  so  thoroughly  ac- 
cepted by  the  surrounding  culture,  and 
the  authorities  who  maintain  it,  that  we 
can  relax  our  vigilance? 

Across  Canada,  the  police  remain  mili- 
tantly  homophobic  and  abusive,  with  the 
courts  most  often  playing  a  blindly  sup- 
portive role.  Hundreds  of  us  are  arrested 
and  prosecuted  each  year,  mostly  victims 
of  antiquated  laws  and  police  entrap- 
ment. The  attempts  to  control  us  have 
changed;  in  some  cases  they  have  become 
subtler.  But  the  attacks  continue. 

The  work  of  responding  to  these  at- 
tacks is  crucial  to  the  life  of  our  commun- 
ities. Those  among  us  who  claim  to  be 
apolitical  are  being  just  the  opposite:  they 
are  implicitly  resting  content  with  the 
continuous  trampling  of  our  rights.  Or- 
ganizations which  bow  to  members'  fear 
of  "political"  involvement  are  reducing 
the  capacity  of  our  communities  to  re- 
spond and  resist.  Like  it  or  not,  that 
backing  off  from  "politics"  is  itself  a 
political  stand,  and  one  with  consequen- 
ces we  can  ill  afford. 

What  is  encouraging  about  the  RTPC's 
recent  experience  is  that  some  groups  re- 
sponded so  positively.  Even  with  groups 
which  resisted  (including  Out  and  Out), 
there  were  voices  speaking  out  in  favour 
or  breaking  precedent,  recognizing  the 
impossibility  of  standing  apart  from  the 
political  issues  that  affect  us  all. 

More  power  to  them! 

David  Rayside,  for  the  CollectiveG 
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THE  NEWS 

A  Vancouver  community  centre  is  forced  to  reappoint  its  gay  vice-president 

Public  space,  private  meetings 


The  board  of  directors  of  Vancou- 
ver's West  End  Community  Cen- 
tre Association  (WECCA)  has 
reversed  its  decision  to  dump  a  gay 
man  from  its  executive.  Rob  Joyce, 
WECCA's  second  vice-president,  was 
stripped  of  his  position  at  a  secret  meeting 
of  the  board  September  1 1 . 

The  seeds  of  the  dispute  were  sown  in 
August.  Joyce  —  a  member  of  both 
WECCA's  board  of  directors  and  its  com- 
munity relations  committee  —  organized 
a  town  hall  forum,  "Positive  Options  to 
Prostitution,"  scheduled  for  September 
18  at  the  community  centre. 

"The  sole  purpose  of  the  forum," 
Joyce  said  at  the  time,  "is  for  people  to 
come  together  and  discuss  ways  people  on 
the  streets  can  get  off  the  streets." 

Sally  deQuadros,  founder  of  the  Alli- 
ance for  the  Safety  of  Prostitutes,  has  es- 
timated that  60  to  70  percent  of  Vancou- 
ver's prostitutes  live  in  the  West  End. 

The  forum  was  endorsed  by  WECCA's 
community  relations  committee  but 
lacked  support  from  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. WECCA's  president  and  chairman 
Les  Crouch  adjourned  an  August  21 
board  meeting  that  could  have  approved 
the  forum,  charging  that  church  represen- 
tatives and  feminist  groups  in  attendance 
to  support  the  forum  were  not  invited. 
Crouch  did  not  schedule  any  further 
board  meetings. 

"They  don't  want  the  forum  here,  so 
they're  hoping  to  hold  off  having  a 
meeting  until  after  September  18,"  Joyce 
told  the  press.  "They  don't  want  prosti- 
tutes in  the  building  and  I  don't  under- 
stand why  when  this  issue  is  so  important 
to  the  entire  neighbourhood." 


No  easy  target:  "a  big  win '  'for  Rob  Joyce 

Joyce  called  a  board  meeting  August 
28  to  discuss  the  forum,  but  couldn't  get 
enough  members  for  a  quorum,  although 
the  absent  members  were  in  the  building. 

Joyce  then  called  on  the  Board  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  to  take  over  the 
association.  Parks  board  chairman 
George  Wainborn  told  Joyce  that  it  was 
against  policy  to  get  involved  in  internal 
disputes  of  community  associations,  but 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  act  as  media- 
tor if  the  WECCA  board  requested.  Wain- 
born  further  said  that  WECCA's  com- 
munity relations  committee  could  go 
ahead  with  the  forum  whether  the  board 


approved  or  not. 

On  September  1 1,  the  board  —  includ- 
ing Joyce  —  met  again.  Representatives 
of  half  a  dozen  groups  showed  up  at  the 
centre,  hoping  to  attend  the  board  meet- 
ing as  observers.  Again,  as  on  August  21 , 
Crouch  adjourned  the  meeting. 

"It's  very  simple,"  Crouch  later  told 
the  press.  "Some  associations  have  open 
meetings,  some  have  closed.  At  present, 
our  association  has  closed  board 
meetings." 

Unknown  to  Joyce,  the  board  recon- 
vened shortly  afterward  in  a  small  up- 
stairs room  in  the  centre.  One  item  of 
business  was  a  motion,  drafted  by 
Crouch,  to  remove  Joyce  from  his  posi- 
tion on  the  board's  executive.  The  board 
endorsed  the  motion. 

On  September  25,  the  forum  took 
place  at  the  West  End  Community  Cen- 
tre, attracting  a  diverse  crowd  of  about 
150  people.  Near  the  end  of  the  meeting, 
the  discussion  degenerated  into  a  name- 
calling  feud  —  instigated  by  anti-prosti- 
tute speakers  —  among  anti-prostitution 
West  End  residents  and  members  of  the 
panel. 

Joyce  filed  suit  in  BC  Supreme  Court 
October  24  on  grounds  that  WECCA  had 
violated  the  BC  Societies  Act  by  removing 
him  in  his  absence. 

On  November  17,  the  board  of  direc- 
tors restored  Joyce  to  the  position  of  sec- 
ond vice-president  and  passed  a  unani- 
mous motion  to  cover  Joyce's  legal  costs 
in  connection  with  the  lawsuit.  He  decid- 
ed to  drop  a  slander  suit  against  Crouch. 

"This  is  a  win  for  Rob,"  said  Joyce's 
lawyer,  Tim  Louis.  "It's  also  a  big  win 
for  the  community  centre." 


And  now?  "The  issues  in  the  WECCA 
action  centre  more  around  my  support 
for  prostitutes  than  'open  meetings'  of 
the  board,"  says  Joyce.  "The  local  press 
have  chosen  this  as  the  reason  for  my  ex- 
pulsion from  the  executive  since  they 
themselves  are  vigorously  anti-hooker 
and  find  it  more  comfortable  to  dodge 
the  real  issue. 

"The  core  of  the  matter  once  again  is 
homophobia.  I  have  been  baited  many 
times  during  board  meetings  and  been 
called  a  fag  on  numerous  occasions," 
Joyce  says. 

Les  Crouch  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment.  Michael  TotzkeD 

Out-of-closet  lesbian 
wins  Vancouver  vote 

Urban  activist  Sue  Harris  has  become 
Canada's  first  out-of-the-closet  gay  per- 
son elected  to  public  office. 

Harris  was  elected  to  Vancouver's 
Board  of  Parks  and  Recreation  in  the 
city's  November  17  municipal  election. 
Running  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Progressive  Electors  (COPE),  Harris 
came  in  fourth  in  the  at-large  election  to 
take  one  of  the  board's  seven  seats.  The 
board  is  responsible  for  city  parks  and 
community  centres. 

Gay-positive  incumbent  Michael  Har- 
court  was  returned  to  the  mayor's  office 
and  his  Civic  Independents  won  one  seat 
on  city  council,  which,  combined  with 
COPE's  four,  gives  Vancouver's  gay  com- 
munity the  support  of  half  the  council. 

Ken  Popert  11 


Lest  they  forget 

Sometimes  it's  still  a  battle  to  honour  our 
own  who  died  as  victims  of  war 

On  Remembrance  Day,  1984,  wreaths  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  Canadian  gays  who  have  died 
in  defence  of  their  country  were  laid  in  three 
cities.  In  one  of  the  cities,  participation  led  to  an 
emotional  confrontation. 

In  the  capital,  Gays  of  Ottawa  took  part  in 
official  Remembrance  Day  activities  for  the  tenth 
consecutive  year.  GO  president  Barbara 
Mcintosh  and  Roger  Roome,  a  member  of  the 
group's  board  of  directors  (below,  right),  carried 
out  the  ceremony  at  the  National  Cenotaph  on 
Confederation  Square. 

In  Montreal,  the  laying  of  a  wreath  by  the 
Association  pour  les  droits  de  gais  du  Quebec  in 
memory  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  victims  of  the 
Holocaust  stirred  up  some  opposition.  A 
veteran 's  wife  tried  to  prevent  the  placing  of  the 
wreath  and  a  long  argument  took  place  in  front 
of  the  Dominion  Square  Cenotaph  under  pouring 
rain  (above  right,  and  far  right).  Finally,  the 
wreath  was  allowed  to  remain.  But  a  wreath 
placed  by  a  women 's  group  in  memory  of  women 
raped  in  war  was  kicked  aside. 

On  Halifax 's  Grand  Parade,  a  wreath  bearing 
the  inscription  "In  memoriam  —  Gay  Alliance 
for  Equality"  was  laid  in  official  ceremonies  by 
Alan  Stewart,  a  former  naval  officer,  and  Darl 
Wood,  who  was  discharged  J  rom  the  army  six 
years  ago  for  being  a  lesbian. 


Orwell  was  wrong! 

Despite  an  increasingly  conservative  po- 
litical climate,  gays  and  lesbians  won  a 
number  of  victories  in  1984: 
For  the  first  time,  an  out-of-the-closet 
lesbian  or  gay  man  was  elected  to  public 
office  in  Canada. 

In  Vancouver's  November  17  munici- 
pal elections,  longtime  social  activist  Sue 
Harris  placed  4th  in  the  at-large  contest 
for  the  seven  seats  on  the  parks  board. 
The  board  oversees  the  city's  parks  and 
community  centres  and  is  a  stepping 
stone  to  city  council. 

Sue  Harris:  a  Canadian  first  in  Vancouver 


It  got  harder  for  police  to  raid  gay  bath- 
houses in  Ontario. 

On  October  3,  an  Ontario  Supreme 
Court  judge  found  unconstitutional  pro- 
visions of  the  bawdyhouse  laws  which  ex- 
empted police  from  observing  normal 
civil-liberties  safeguards  in  obtaining  war- 
rants to  search  suspected  bawdyhouses. 
The  court  accepted  arguments  brought  by 
Toronto's  Right  To  Privacy  Committee, 
that  the  special  bawdyhouse  warrants 
constituted  unreasonable  search  and  seiz- 


ure under  the  Charter  of  Rights.  The 
court  also  ordered  the  Crown  to  return  all 
material  seized  in  the  1983  raid  on  the 
Back  Door  Gym  and  Sauna. 

The  gay-man-as-child-molester  was 
knocked  on  its  ass  in  BC. 

The  BC  Ministry  of  Human  Resources 
conceded  defeat  in  its  attempt  to  smear 
gay  youth-employment  counsellor  Rob 
Joyce,  and  removed  his  name  from  its 
Child  Abuse  Registry.  It  later  abolished 
the  registry.  Joyce's  name  had  been 
placed  on  the  list  without  his  knowledge 
after  a  male  prostitute  made  allegations 
against  him.  Although  the  youth  later 
approached  authorities  with  a  confes- 
sion that  he  had  lied,  the  government  re- 
fused to  take  Joyce's  name  off  the  list. 
Suits  brought  by  Joyce  for  wrongful  dis- 
missal and  defamation  are  still  pending. 
The  Crown  admitted  it  didn't  have  a 
case  against  two  gay  politicians  charged 
in  the  wake  of  the  1981  Toronto  bath- 
house raids. 

An  Ontario  provincial  court  judge  dis- 
missed all  charges  against  George  Hislop 
and  Peter  Maloney  September  24.  The 
raids  and  charges  followed  Hislop's  un- 
sucessful  campaign  for  a  seat  on  Toron- 
to city  council.  Maloney,  Hislop's  cam- 
paign manager,  had  been  a  consistent 
and  effective  critic  of  Toronto  police. 
A  federal  MP  who  consistently  fought 
for  gay  rights  in  Parliament  won  reelec- 
tion in  a  landslide. 

The  NDP's  Svend  Robinson,  the  MP 
for  the  BC  riding  of  Burnaby,  trounced 
his  conservative  opponent  with  an 
8000-vote  margin  in  the  September  4 
federal  election,  despite  a  well-organized 
right-wing  campaign  which  targetted  his 
stands  on  abortion  and  gay  rights. 
The  RCMP  Security  Service  ended  its 
surveillance  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

In  a  letter  to  MP  Svend  Robinson 
dated  June  14,  then  Solicitor  General 
Robert  Kaplan  assured  Robinson,  who 
had  been  pursuing  the  matter,  that  "all 
files  opened  in  the  past  solely  on  the  ba- 
sis of  an  individual's  sexual  orientation 
have  now  been  destroyed,  and  this  cate- 
gory of  file  has  been  discontinued." 

An  obscenity  conviction  against  Can- 
ada's largest  gay  bookstore  was  quashed 
on  appeal. 

On  March  30  Ontario  Court  of  Ap- 
peals Judge  Ian  Cartwright  overturned 
the  conviction  of  Kevin  Orr  on  a  charge 
of  distributing  obscene  material.  At  the 
time  of  the  charge,  Orr  was  a  clerk  at  To- 
ronto's Glad  Day  Bookshop.  The  mat- 
erial in  question  was  two  gay  men's  mag- 
azines which  were  also  available  at  about 


Goodbye  Jack  01,  hello  Jack  02?  Toronto  police  chief  Jack  A  ckroyd  handed  over  the 
reins  to  Jack  Marks  in  1984,  but  he  was  given  a  brand  new  buggy  in  return.  (We  remind 
you  of  this  only  because  we've  been  just  dying  for  an  excuse  to  print  this  picture.) 


GOODBYE 


Looking  back  on  the  dreaded  year  that's  now 
just  another  date  in  history 


50  other  stores  in  the  city.  Cartwright 
ruled  that  trial  judge  David  Vanek  had 
erred  in  applying  the  obsolete  100-year- 
old  Hicklin  obscenity  test  struck  down 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in 
1962.  Although  a  new  trial  was  ordered, 
the  Crown  neither  appealed  the  Cart- 
wright ruling  nor  proceeded  to  a  retrial. 
The  right-wing  forces  which  oppose 
abortion  suffered  a  serious  reverse. 
An  Ontario  Supreme  Court  jury 
refused  November  8  to  make  a  finding 


Morgentaler:  acquitted  again  by  a  jury 

—  but  the  Crown  decided  to  appeal  again 

of  guilt  under  Canada's  restrictive  abor- 
tion laws  against  Dr  Henry  Morgentaler 
and  two  other  doctors  for  operating  a 
free-standing  abortion  clinic  in  Toronto. 
Although  the  three  doctors  did  not  deny 
that  they  were  performing  abortions  and 
although  Associate  Chief  Justice  Wil- 
liam Parker  virtually  directed  a  verdict 
of  guilty,  the  jurors  defied  both  the  law 
and  the  judge  to  find  all  three  accused 
not  guilty. 

...or  was  he? 

Like  most  years,  1984  produced  its  share 
of  stories  we'd  rather  not  have  to  tell 
you  about: 

Police  arrested  188  men  in  a  raid  on  a 
gay  bar. 

Montreal  police  raided  Bud's,  one  of 
Canada's  most  famous  gay  bars,  in  the 
early  hours  of  June  2.  The  188  men  de- 
tained —  the  largest  number  ever 
scooped  up  in  a  bar  raid  in  this  country 

—  were  charged  with  a  variety  of  gross 
indecency  and  bawdyhouse  offences.  A 
notable  feature  of  the  raid  was  the  use  of 
on-the-spot  photographers  to  make  the 
task  of  later  identifying  the  accused  in 
court  easier  for  the  police. 

aids  research  was  squelched  in  Alberta. 

Immunology  graduate  student  John 
Krowka  was  forced  to  abandon  his  AIDS 
research  work  at  the  University  of  Al- 
berta in  Edmonton  April  30.  Permission 
to  use  the  appropriate  laboratories  was 


withdrawn  by  university  authorities  after 
staff  members  said  they  would  refuse  to 
work  in  the  vicinity  of  AIDS  research  for 
fear  of  infection. 

A  homophobic  purge  at  the  country's 
largest  anglophone  Catholic  seminary 
put  an  end  to  tensions  over  the  presence 
of  gay  seminarians. 

After  coming  into  possession  of  an  in- 
ternal letter  intended  to  calm  hostility 
between  gay  and  straight  students  at  St 
Augustine's  Seminary  in  Metropolitan 
Toronto,  Cardinal  Emmett  Carter  or- 
dered an  investigation  which  ended  in 
the  dismissal  of  three  faculty  members 
and  the  expulsion  of  two  students. 
The  United  Church  of  Canada  decided 
not  to  forbid  the  exclusion  of  open  gays 
and  lesbians  from  its  ministry. 

On  August  13,  following  two  years  of 
investigations  and  debate,  the  General 
Council  of  the  United  Church  of  Can- 
ada voted  overwhelmingly  in  Morden, 
Manitoba  to  reject  a  recommendation 
that  sexual  orientation  should  not  be  a 
factor  in  ordaining  ministers.  In  doing 
so,  the  Council  let  stand  the  existing  pol- 
icy of  allowing  individual  congregations 
to  decide  whether  to  accept  openly  gay 
or  lesbian  ministers.  None  ever  has,  but, 
paradoxically,  the  Council  passed  a  reso- 
lution condemning  discrimination 
against  gays. 

The  government  of  Ontario  decided  it 
would  rather  let  unused  stores  of  a  vac- 
cine against  Hepatitis  B  spoil  than  give  it 
to  gay  men  at  reduced  prices. 

When  it  was  learned  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  Ontario's  supply  of  Heptavax 
was  still  unused  and  in  danger  of  expi- 
ring on  the  shelves,  Toronto's  Hassle- 
Free  Clinic  submitted  a  proposal  to  dis- 
tribute the  unused  vaccine  at  a  reduced 
cost  to  gay  men.  The  city's  board  of 
health  endorsed  the  plan.  But  the  pro- 
vincial ministry  of  health  refused,  stick- 
ing to  guidelines  it  has  adopted  against 
the  advice  of  its  own  advisory  commit- 
tee, which  recommended  that  10  percent 
of  the  vaccine  be  set  aside  for  gay  men. 

The  Bud 's  Raid:  two  of  188  arrested, 
in  a  shot  published  by  Photo  Police 
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Human  rights  suffered  a  serious  setback 
at  the  hands  of  the  British  Columbia 
government. 

BC's  radically  right-wing  Socred  gov- 
ernment pushed  through  legislation  May 
8  abolishing  the  province's  Human 
Rights  Commission  and  gutting  the 
existing  human  rights  law.  Among  the 
provisions  axed  was  one  banning  dis- 
crimination "without  reasonable 
cause,"  a  clause  with  potential  implica- 
tions for  gay  rights. 

What?  They  can  vote? 

In  summing  up  the  year,  we  shouldn't 
overlook  a  peculiar  new  Canadian  phe- 
nomenon: the  (reluctantly)  born-again 
sexual  liberal.  In  1984,  two  suspected 
homophobes  did  about-faces. 

During  the  federal  election  campaign 
PC  candidate  Peter  Worthington,  editor- 
in-chief  of  The  Toronto  Sun  during  its 
queerbashing  zenith,  stunned  just  about 
everyone  when  he  told  an  all-candidates 
meeting  in  Toronto:  "1  don't  have  any- 
thing against  homosexuals,  as  long  as 
they  leave  me  alone.  You  won't  get  me  tc 
speak  out  against  it  right  now." 

And  in  Vancouver's  recent  municipal 
election,  mayoralty  candidate  Bill 
Vander  Zalm,  a  former  Socred  cabinet 
minister  who  once  publicly  endorsed  the 
extermination  of  gays,  proudly  told  a 
crowded  election  meeting:  "I  can  be 
very  tolerant  of  deviants." 

It  looks  like  a  conservative  worldview 
can  suffer  damage  from  a  little  door-to- 
door  campaigning  in  Toronto's  River- 
dale  or  Vancouver's  West  End.  Neither 
man  won. 

Courage  &  cowardice 

This  year  we  lost  two  brave  people  to 
AIDS:  Peter  Evans  in  Ottawa  on  January 
7  and  Alan  Hicox  in  Vancouver  on  Sep- 
tember 26.  Peter  was  28  and  Alan  21 . 

Peter  took  part  in  the  founding  meet- 
ing of  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 
and  worked  to  educate  the  public 
through  his  appearances  and  media  in- 
terviews. Alan  reached  out  to  his  com- 
munity through  Vancouver's  gay  media. 
Both  spent  their  final  precious  months 
helping  the  rest  of  us.  Their  courage,  op- 
timism and  commitment  were  inspiring. 
Toronto  mayor  Art  Eggleton  rates  a  spe- 
cial mention  for  his  contribution  to 
AIDS  Awareness  Week  last  June  in  To- 


Toronto  mayor  Eggleton  and  friend: 

Rabies  A  wareness  Week,  yes,  but  A  IDS  ? 


ronto.  Asked  to  help  publicize  the  week 
with  an  official  proclamation,  Eggleton 
sat  on  the  request  for  seven  weeks,  deliv- 
ering the  proclamation  on  the  day  before 
the  week  began,  far  too  late  for  the 
planned  advertising  campaign. 

But  there  are  diseases  and  then  ihcrc 
are  diseases.  On  November  6,  Eggleton 
staged  a  proclamation-signing  ceremony 


Courage:  Peter  Evans,  above,  and  Alan 
Hicox,  below,  spent  their  final  months 
helping  the  rest  of  us  deal  with  AIDS 


in  his  office,  complete  with  a  special 
guest.  The  proclamation  was  for  Rabies 
Awareness  Week  and  his  guest  was  —  a 
dog! 

Trends  to  watch 

In  the  past  year's  flow  of  sporadic  and 
isolated  stories,  some  interesting  pat- 
terns emerged: 
Chasing  the  gay  vote. 

Federal,  provincial  and  municipal 
elections  in  1984  saw  an  unprecedented 
number  of  major-party  candidates 
placing  ads  in  the  gay  press  in  an  attempt 
to  attract  gay  voters. 

In  the  federal  election  campaign,  1 1 
candidates  —  six  NDP,  4  PC  and  1  Lib- 
eral —  in  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Toronto 
and  Vancouver  took  the  plunge.  It  paid 
off  for  five  of  them:  3  from  the  NDP  and 
2  PCs  were  elected. 

In  two  provincial  by-elections  —  in 
Quebec  and  British  Columbia  —  a 
pequiste  and  an  NDP  candidate  adver- 
tised for  gay  votes;  the  NDP  candidate 
won  election. 

Vancouver's  recent  municipal  election 
saw  two  of  the  four  parties  —  the  Com- 
mittee of  Progressive  Electors  and  the 
Civic  Independents  —  placing  ads  for 
their  slates  in  the  local  gay  newspaper, 
Angles.  The  two  parties  between  them 
elected  a  mayor,  5  members  of  the 
10-member  city  council,  3  members  of 
the  7-member  parks  board,  and  5  mem- 
bers of  the  9-member  school  board.  And 
in  last  April's  muncipal  by-election  in 
Toronto,  the  NDP  winner  used  the  gay 
press  to  reach  gay  voters. 
Preparing  for  the  AIDS  onslaught. 

This  was  the  year  that  AIDS  ceased  to 
be  a  concern  only  in  the  largest  cities. 
Long-established  AIDS  groups  in  Toron- 
to, Vancouver  and  Montreal  were  joined 
by  the  AIDS  Network  in  Edmonton  and 
the  Gay  Health  Association  in  Halifax. 
By  November  13,  there  were  147  con- 


firmed adult  cases  of  AIDS  in  Canada, 

compared  with  52  at  the  beginning  of  the 

year. 

Getting  off  in  the  great  outdoors 

1 984  was  a  boom  year  for  gay  and  Les- 
bian fresh-air  activities.  Some  cities 
which  already  had  sports  groups  —  To- 
ronto, Vancouver,  and  Edmonton  —  got 
additional  ones:  Spokes  and  the  Out  of 
Doors  Club  on  the  west  coast  and  the 
Not-so  Amazon  Softball  League  in  To- 
ronto. The  idea  spread  to  other  centres 


with  the  emergence  of  GO  Camp  It  Up  in 
Ottawa,  Apollo  in  Calgary,  and  Gays 
Out  of  Doors  in  Kitchener.  □ 


CENSORSHIP 


Ontario  judge  rips  into  obscenity  law  "trap" 


Ontario  courts  are  finally  recognizing  the 
inadequacy  of  this  country's  obscenity 
laws.  In  a  judgment  handed  down  Nov- 
ember 27,  County  Court  judge  Stephen 
Borins  expressed  concern  that  "under  the 
present  regime  the  criminal  law  has 
become  a  trap."  Borins  found  video  deal- 
er Lawrence  Nicols  not  guilty  of  posess- 
ing  obscene  material  for  the  purpose  of 
circulation. 

One  of  the  videos  under  consideration 
had  been  to  trial  before.  It  was  deemed 
acceptable  in  Toronto  in  1983,  but  was 
judged  obscene  last  year  in  Thunder  Bay, 
Ontario.  According  to  Borins,  this  puts 
Nicols  and  other  merchants  in  an  unfair 
position.  They  are  unable  to  depend  on 
previous  judgments  and  the  legal  status 
of  their  stock  remains  in  limbo.  Even 
more  uncertainty  is  produced  by  the  use 
of  the  community  standards  test  in  ob- 
scenity trials.  With  this  test,  obscenity  is 
defined  anew  in  every  case  —  each  judge 
works  with  his  or  her  own  estimate  of  the 
prevailing  standards  of  tolerance.  There 
is  no  generally  accepted  standard  mer- 
chants can  follow. 

Without  finality  in  decisions,  and  with- 
out adequate  guidelines  on  what  "ob- 
scene" means,  unwitting  criminals  are 
created.  Borins  stated  that  "the  offence 
of  dealing  in  obscene  materials  is  unique 
among  all  of  the  offences  created  by  the 
(  nminal  Code.  With  respect  to  all  of  the 
other  offences  created  by  the  Code,  a  per- 
son can  be  presumed  to  know  that  he  or 


she  is  committing  the  offence  when  he 
engages  in  the  prohibited  conduct.  For 
example,  when  a  person  enters  a  bank 
and  points  a  gun  at  a  teller  and  demands 
money  it  is  assumed  that  he  knows  he  is 
doing  something  which  the  law  prohibits. 
He  is  committing  the  crime  of  robbery. 
This  is  not  so  with  obscenity  crimes 
created  by  s.  159  ...  an  accused  cannot  be 
assumed  to  know  that  he  or  she  has  en- 
gaged in  criminal  conduct  until  after  the 
court  has  applied  the  test  established  by 
s.159." 

Borins  recommended  that  no  further 
prosecutions  be  sustained  directly  under 
Section  159.  He  advised  instead  that 
future  prosecutions  proceed  under  Sec- 
tion 160  of  the  Code,  which  allows  a 
judge  to  find  an  article  obscene  without 
having  to  simultaneously  find  someone 
guilty  of  distributing  it.  Section  159 
would  then  be  used  only  in  cases  where 
the  accused  is  alleged  to  be  distributing  an 
item  already  declared  obscene  by  the 
courts. 

The  obscenity  laws  have  a  hidden  im- 
pact. Because  merchants  don't  have  a 
clear  idea  of  what  is  required,  they 
become  overly  cautious  to  avoid  expen- 
sive court  cases.  And  the  police  gain  enor- 
mous discretionary  powers  from  the  un- 
certainty —  they  can  force  materials  off 
the  market  with  the  threat  or  prosecution, 
The  prior  censorship  problem  is  most  evi- 
dent in  the  magazine  industry.  The  Peri- 
odical Distributors  of  Canada  has  created 


its  own  advisory  board,  the  Ontario  Ad- 
visory Committee,  to  steer  them  clear  of 
prosecutions.  According  to  Fred  Manas 
of  Modernismo  Publications  (the  New 
York  company  which  produces  Honcho, 
Playguy  and  other  magazines),  "the  OAC 
is  more  stringent  than  the  government." 

Lee  Waldorf  □ 


VIOLENCE 


Queerbashing  grows 
into  brutal  murder 

The  sentencing  of  a  transient  in  Halifax 
for  the  murder  of  a  local  gay  man  last 
September,  like  the  advent  of  the  AIDS- 
inspired  Gay  Health  Association  (GAH), 
is  another  sign  that  the  gay  community 
here  finds  itself  increasingly  faced  with 
"big  city"  problems. 

Terry  Nifort,  a  34-year-old  elementary 
school  teacher,  thought  he  had  made  a 
new  friend  the  night  of  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 27.  He  met  Richard  John  \\  il 
liams,  a  burly  unemployed  transient,  at 
Rumours,  the  gay  disco  operated  by  the 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  (GAE)  and 
took  him  home  to  his  bachelor  apartment 
in  a  pleasant  residential  neighbourhood 
ol  Dartmouth.  Shortly  after  2  on  Frida\ 
morning,  Nifort  was  dead  of  multiple 
stab  wounds. 

Williams  returned  to  pick  up  his  knap- 
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sack  at  the  Salvation  Army  hostel  and 
then  turned  himself  in  to  Halifax  police. 
According  to  one  press  report,  he  told 
police  he  hated  homosexuals.  Williams 
confessed  and  pleaded  guilty  to  a  second- 
degree  murder,  receiving  a  life  sentence 
with  15  years  before  possible  parole.  In 
setting  parole  eligibility  five  years  higher 
than  required  by  law,  Justice  A  M  Mac- 
intosh expressed  shock  at  the  "brutal, 
cruel  and  sadistic"  character  of  the 
murder. 

Williams,  a  22-year-old  native  of  Ayl- 
mer,  Ontario,  held  up  a  man  under  simi- 
lar circumstances  in  1981  and  served  four 
months  of  a  two-year  sentence.  He  also 
had  a  criminal  record  for  drug  possession 
and  break-and-enter. 

He  went  to  Rumours  with  a  friend  he 
met  at  the  hostel  who  advised  him  that 
hustling  or  robbing  a  gay  man  was  a 
quick  way  of  obtaining  money.  Accord- 
ing to  his  lawyer,  Williams  quickly  be- 
came remorseful  after  the  murder.  Fol- 
lowing his  arrest  he  was  examined  by  psy- 
chiatrists at  the  Nova  Scotia  Hospital, 
who  determined  that  he  suffered  from  a 
"psychosexual  identity  problem."  He 
told  them  he  had  felt  "warm  feelings" 
toward  Nifort  right  up  to  the  time  of  the 
stabbing. 

Media  coverage  of  the  murder  was  sur- 
prisingly restrained,  even  in  the  usually 
sensationalistic  Daily  News.  Nifort  was 
described  as  "harmless"  and  "gentle,"  a 
teacher  well-liked  by  his  students  who 
was  also  active  in  his  tenants  association 
and  was  president  of  the  provincial  Inter- 
mediate Teachers  Association.  Wayde 
Brown,  a  member  of  GAE,  expressed  sur- 
prise that  the  press  had  "skirted  the 
issue"  of  Nifort's  sexuality. 

"I'm  amazed,"  Brown  added,  "there 
hasn't  been  more  discussion"  of  the 
murder,  but  cautioned  that  "suggesting 
it's  a  sign  of  the  times  may  be  reading  too 
much  into  it."  Lynn  Murphy,  GAE  Chair- 
person, noted:  "The  community  has  al- 
most been  afraid  to  talk  about  it.  Queer- 
bashing  has  long  been  a  fact  of  life  here. 
Now  it  has  at  last  resulted  in  murder." 
Scott  MacNeil,  information  coordinator 
of  the  GHA,  described  the  murder  as 
"horrifying"  and  linked  it  to  general  con- 
cerns about  high-risk  sex:  "Hopefully  a 
lesson  has  been  learned,  at  the  expense  of 
the  life  of  a  very  fine  individual." 

Murphy  indicated  that  GAE  has  been 
"hesitant  to  reach  out"  to  Nifort's  family 
to  express  the  group's  condolences,  not 
knowing  how  such  a  gesture  would  be  re- 
ceived. "We  would  like  to  be  able  to  tell 
them  that  Terry  was  known  and  was  liked 
in  his  own  community." 

Rubin  MelcalfeD 

Gays  and  alderman 
seek  safe  streets 

The  rate  of  verbal  and  physical  abuse 
directed  at  gay  people  in  Toronto  is  rising 
at  an  alarming  rate,  according  to  Garth 
Cook,  a  downtown  resident.  After  suffer- 
ing three  attacks  in  as  many  weeks  and 
speaking  to  others  with  similar  experien- 


Connections:  Church  and  State.  Ken  Campbell,  president  of  Renaissance  In- 
ternational, a  homophobic  right-  wing  Christian  pressure  group,  on  Parliament  Hill  in 
November,  attending  a  police  demonstration  for  the  reinstatement  of  the  death  penalty. 


ces,  Cook  has  decided  the  time  has  come 
to  do  something. 

Cook  and  several  others  met  Novem- 
ber 28  with  Ward  6  alderman  Jack  Lay- 
ton.  Layton,  who  feels  he  should  be  do- 
ing more  for  the  gay  community,  ex- 
pressed concern  about  what  is  happening 
on  the  streets,  and  offered  to  help  with 
his  time  and  resources. 

As  a  result,  a  meeting  is  being  planned 
for  early  January.  Layton  hopes  all  men 
and  women  who  want  the  street  harass- 
ment stopped  will  attend  and  give  their 
opinions  on  the  severity  of  the  problem, 
and  their  ideas  about  dealing  with  it. 

Cook  feels  that  if  enough  people  give 
time  and  energy,  a  great  deal  can  be  done 
to  make  downtown  streets  safe.  He  also 
hopes  to  help  victims  of  queerbashing. 

Anyone  interested  should  call 
961-1645.  Leave  your  name  and  number 
and  you  will  be  contacted  as  soon  as 
possible  with  further  details. 

John  MoreauD 


THE  LAW 


editors  and 
librarians. 


The  Body  Politic  needs 
them  all  every  month  to 
help  put  out  the  news.  We 
need  writers  who  can  get 
the  facts  and  tell  a  story, 
editors  who  can  check  the 
facts  and  spot  mistakes, 
and  librarians  who  can  help 
keep  track  of  all  those 
papers  and  clippings  the 
editors  and  writers  depend 
on.  If  you'd  like  to  help 
write,  edit  or  manage  the 
news,  call  Ken  Popert  at 
364-6320. 


Judge  finds  against 
oral  lesbian  vows 


A  British  Columbia  Supreme  Court 
judge  has  ruled  that  a  lesbian  who  had 
agreed  verbally  but  never  in  a  written 
contract  to  support  her  lover  and  two 
children  conceived  by  artificial  insemina- 
tion is  under  no  legal  obligation  to  fulfill 
her  promise. 

Penny  Anderson,  a  former  legal  secre- 
tary and  therapist  who  gave  up  her  job  to 
keep  house  for  Arlene  Luoma  in  the 
home  they  owned  together,  claimed  that 
Luoma  was  her  "spouse"  and  a 
"parent"  to  her  two  children  under  the 
terms  of  BC's  Family  Relations  Act.  Mr 
Justice  HJ  Wallace  ruled  that  "The  Fami- 
ly Relations  Act  does  not  purport  to  af- 
fect the  legal  responsibilities  which  homo- 
sexuals may  have  to  each  other  or  to  chil- 
dren born  to  one  of  them  as  a  result  of  ar- 


tificial insemination."  He  stated  that  even 
though  "spouses"  need  not  ever  have 
been  legally  married,  the  Act  is  "in  gen- 
eral, directed  to  the  spousal  and  parental 
relations  of  men  and  women  in  their  role 
of  husband,  wife,  and  parent."  Men  and 
women  can  sue  each  other  as  spouses 
under  the  Family  Relations  Act  if  they 
have  lived  together  for  at  least  two  years. 

According  to  an  affidavit  filed  by  An- 
derson in  BC  Supreme  Court,  the  situa- 
tion is  as  follows:  Anderson  and  Luoma 
lived  together  as  lovers  for  eight  years. 
During  that  time  Anderson  bore  two 
children,  a  boy,  now  four,  and  a  girl,  now 
two.  Periodically,  Anderson  worked  in 
Luoma's  office,  but  always  signed  her 
cheques  over  to  her  partner  for  deposit  in 
a  joint  bank  account.  Luoma,  a  notary 
public,  invested  the  money  in  stocks,  real 
estate,  silver  bullion  and  a  Registered  Re- 
tirement Savings  Plan.  The  women  also 
bought  a  boat,  a  camper,  a  car  and  land 
on  which  they  built  a  cabin. 

They  visited  the  doctor  together  to 
arrange  artificial  insemination  for 
Anderson  and  Luoma  was  present  at  the 
birth  of  both  children.  The  women 
agreed  that  they  would  pool  their  incomes 
"to  provide  security  for  their 
retirement."  Anderson  alleges  that 
Luoma  promised  to  support  her  and  the 
children  and  that  they  could  live  in  the 
"matrimonial"  home  "forever."  But, 
like  most  couples,  they  never  recorded 
their  promises  in  writing. 

In  1983,  the  relations  between  the 
women  began  to  "deteriorate."However, 
they  continued  to  share  the  house.  In 
June  of  1984,  Anderson  says,  Luoma 
persuaded  her  to  sign  over  her  half  of 
the  house.  Luoma  needed  sole  ownership 
for  a  financial  transaction.  Therefore,  at 
the  time  of  their  final  split  in  August 
1984,  the  house  was  completely  in 
Luoma's  name. 

Anderson  now  alleges  that  her  former 
lover  is  threatening  to  sell  the  house  and 
have  her  evicted.  She  asked  the  court  to 
award  her  exclusive  use  of  the  house,  in 
effect  barring  Luoma  from  the  premises. 

In  his  judgment,  Wallace  stated  that  he 
could  not  award  sole  right  of  occupation 
to  one  joint  tenant  over  the  other.  He  did 
not  question  whether  Luoma  actually 
made  the  promises  she  is  alleged  to  have 
made,  but  instead  ruled  that  she  could 


Sensitive  skin 

A  nti-sex  crusader  gets 
too  much  Sunshine 


Bless  you,  Stew  Newton.  Thanks  to  you  I 
can  sleep  at  night,  secure  in  the  knowledge 
that  you  are  doing  everything  in  your 
power  to  protect  me  from  the  perverted 
and  the  sexually  confused. 

Who  else  but  you  would  summon  up  the  * 
drive  and  the  determination  to  call  for  a 
total  boycott,  not  only  of  the  Toronto  Sun 
and  all  its  subsidiaries  —  the  Edmonton 
Sun,  the  Calgary  Sun  and  the  Houston 
Post  —  but  also  of  all  their  advertisers  as 
well,  in  an  effort  to  spare  our  cities  from 
that  pornographic  smut  disguised  as  Sun- 
shine Girls?  Not  since  you  called  for  a 
boycott  of  Nabisco  because  of  a  rumour 
that  Boy  George  would  be  appearing  in 
their  ads  has  such  a  bold  attack  on  immor- 
ality been  launched. 

It  took  a  man  of  your  calibre  to  realize 
that  Sunshine  Girls  can  titillate  and  arouse 
sexual  passion.  I'm  grateful  that  a  man 
who  is  above  such  feelings  is  i  he  chairman 
of  Positive  Parents  oT Canada;  I  know  you 
and  your  group  will  go  on  striving  to  put 
se\  back  in  the  gutter  where  it  belongs. 


As  for  your  question  as  to  just  which  sex 
the  Sunshine  Boy  is  designed  for,  I  confess 
shamefacedly  that  I  once  lingered  on  that 
page  for  a  moment  before  turning  to  my 
Biodex.  Please  forgive  me. 

Thanks  again,  Stew.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  Incidentally,  a  recent  issue  of 
Maclean 's  magazine  actually  featured  men 
in  skirts.  Could  you  please  get  on  this  right 
away?  John  Moreau 

Newton:  a  bold  attack  on  immoralit  v 
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This  pizza  palace  at  Church  and  Wellesley, 

(Italian-style  bistro)  offers  a  piano  lounge 

with  an  intimate  and  friendly  atmosphere. 


□  Mon-Thurs  1 1 :30- lam 

□  Fri-Sat  1 1 :30-2am 
D  Sun  1 2am- 1 2pm 

*  FULLY  LICENCED 

Sunday  brunch  pianist:  Marty  Butler 
Cocktail  pianist:  Peter  Chabanowich 

New  Year's  Eve:  Open  House. 
DJ  &  Dancing,  Party  Favours, 
Marty  Butler  at  Piano. 
Entertainment  for  January: 

•  Bonnie  Pegler  •Matt  Segrif 


Take-out  and  delivery  available  from  4pm  439-0000 
562  Church  St  (at  Wellesley)  Toronto  961-2204  (for  reservation  info) 


Cash  flow  stinks? 

~s 


o,  if  you  need  an  affordable 


corporate  image  or  strong  logo-message, 
call  Asterisk,  363-3253.  We  deliver. 


Ask  the 

Right  to  Privacy 

Committee... 


...or 

Festival 

Travel.. 


ASTER 


New  Year's  Eve 
Extravaganza^ 

Goodbye  1984 

Aloha  1985! 


Metropolitan 

Community  Church 

of  Toronto 
730  Bathurst  St. 


Cocktails  6:30-7:30  p.m. 

Dinner  &  Cabaret  7:30-8:30  p.m. 

Dance  9:30  p.m. 

Held  under  ciulhorili 
of  a  Special  Oc  catMOns  Fermil 


$10.00  per  person____; 
(if  t\ckets^Q^^5eiare-Dec7l3) 
$15.00  per  person     — -^   ^ 
(ajter  Dec.  23  to  De£jUf-  C 

"Hfr.OO  for  DaneConJy  at  doe* — 
^-~  (admittance  a'fter  9:30)    .- 


^     \! 


-Wishing  you 
a  Happy 

New' 


f     f 


METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes,  B  Sc.  B  Ed,  Pastor 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  lor  all  people  with  a  special  ministry  tv 
the  Gay  Community 


What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen....  For 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  God  exists...         HEBREWS  11:1.6 

HOPE 

. .  .a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  having  the  eyes  of  your 

hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 
God  has  called  you...         EPHESIANS  1:17-18 


LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind... rejoices  in  the  right... bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things... never  ends.         1  CORINTHIANS  13:4,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three;  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.  1  CORINTHIANS  13:13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 
With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  services 

'Wheelchair  accessibility 
All  services 
will  he  signed  for  (he  deaf. 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 

Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

x- 

Choir 

Surfday  ai  5:30pm. 

"Church  membership  is  not  required  for  participation  in  these  groups. 
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not  be  forced  to  keep  them  under  terms 
of  BC's  present  family  law.  He*did  allow 
that  a  trial  could  decide  the  issue  differ- 
ently. Anderson  has  appealed  his  decision 
and  her  lawyer,  Bruce  Torrie  expects  the 
case  to  come  to  court  some  time  in 
January.  So  far,  Luoma  has  not  made 
any  statements  in  her  own  defence.  If 
forced  to  pay  child-support  to  Anderson, 
she  could  in  turn  claim  access  to  the  two 
children. 

When  contacted  by  TBP,  Arlene 
Luoma  said  that  "nothing  in  her  (Ms 
Anderson's)  story  is  true." 

In  a  similar  case  in  Oakland,  Califor- 
nia, a  woman  sued  her  former  lover  for 
support  for  a  child  she  had  by  artificial 
insemination.  The  other  woman,  in  turn, 
was  awarded  visiting  rights  to  the  child.  □ 


Our  omission 


The  photo  of  Dr  Henry  Morgentaler 
which  appeared  on  page  9  of  our  Decem- 
ber issue  should  have  beem  credited  to 
Ben  Mark  HoIzberg.D 


IN  COURT 


Crown  bid  to  delay 
Back  Door  trial  fails 


The  accused  facing  bawdyhouse  charges 
arising  from  the  1983  raid  on  Toronto's 
Back  Door  Gym  and  Sauna  won  an  im- 
portant victory  December  6  when  Pro- 
vincial Court  judge  John  Kerr  refused  a 
Crown  request  to  postpone  the  trial,  set 
to  begin  December  17. 

The  Crown  sought  the  postponement 
because  much  of  the  evidence  seized  in 
the  raid  on  the  bathhouse  is  under  judi- 
cial seal  and  not  available. 

Last  October  3,  Ontario  Supreme 
Court  judge  David  Henry,  in  a  landmark 
decision,  ruled  that  the  warrant  used  by 
police  to  enter  the  Back  Door  and  seize 
material  was  unconstitutional.  He  or- 
dered the  Crown  to  return  all  items 
seized  (see  TBP  November  1984).  While 


the  Crown  chose  not  to  appeal  Henry's 
constitutional  finding,  it  did  appeal  the 
order  for  return  on  the  grounds  that  the 
seized  materials  still  constitute  evidence, 
even  though  obtained  by  unconstitution- 
al means.  Pending  the  outcome  of  this 
appeal,  the  Crown  sought  and  obtained 
a  stay  of  Henry's  order  for  return.  The 
accused  countered  by  securing  an  order 
that  the  material  be  sealed  until  its  legal 
status  is  finally  resolved. 

Since  the  evidence  is  not  available  to 
the  Crown  for  the  December  17  trial 
date,  a  postponement  is  necessary  to  the 
success  of  the  prosecution. 

Dennis  Findlay  of  The  Right  To  Pri- 
vacy Committee,  the  group  which  is 
helping  to  shape  legal  arguments  and 
raise  funds  for  the  Back  Door  defence, 
says:  "We  think  we  have  a  very  strong 
case;  we  doubt  very  much  that  the  courts 
will  allow  the  use  of  this  unconstitution- 
ally obtained  evidence.  We're  anticipa- 
ting a  very  important  victory  for  gays  in 
the  area  of  privacy." 

Ken  PoperlZ 


Getting  off  in  private 

The  Back  Door  case  could  put  an  end  to  police  spying  on  gay  sex 


An  extraordinary  opportunity  to  estab- 
lish a  constitutional  right  to  privacy  for 
Canadian  gays  is  just  around  the  corner. 

On  April  20,  1983  police  raided  the 
Back  Door  Gym  and  Sauna  in  down- 
town Toronto.  Eventually,  six  men  were 
charged  with  being  found-ins,  two  with 
being  inmates,  and  four  with  being 
keepers. 

The  case  has  already  made  legal  his- 
tory in  pretrial  motions:  the  search  war- 
rant used  in  the  raid  has  been  found  un- 
constitutional and  the  Crown  ordered  to 
return  all  material  seized  by  the  police  as 
evidence. 

But  that's  just  the  beginning.  When 
the  case  comes  to  trial,  as  it  will  very 
soon,  defence  lawyers  will  be  asking  the 
court  to  rule  that  sexual  activity  carried 
on  in  private  is  constitutionally  protect- 
ed from  police  prying. 

Many  Canadians,  gays  included,  be- 
lieve that  in  1969  the  government  legal- 
ized homosexual  acts  between  consent- 
ing adults  in  private.  This  is  not  true. 
During  the  debates  in  parliament  the 
government  pointed  out  time  and  again 
that  they  were  not  legalizing  homosexual- 
ity, merely  decriminalizing  it.  What  this 
means  is  that  homosexuality  became  an 
illegal  activity  for  which  a  person  could 
not  be  arrested  so  long  as  it  took  place 
between  consenting  adults  in  private. 

While  this  legislation  allowed  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  have  sex,  it  did  nothing 
to  protect  the  privacy  of  these  activities, 
especially  from  the  police.  Because  gay 
sex  is  still  illegal  under  the  law  —  all  ho- 
mosexual acts  between  males  or  between 
females  are  still  either  "indecent"  or 
"grossly  indecent"  —  the  police  believe 
that  they  have  an  unlimited  right  of 
search  and  seizure  where  homosexual  ac- 
tivity is  concerned.  The  result  is  that  the 
privacy  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  not  all 
that  private.  The  law  continues  to  allow 
the  police  to  treat  homosexuality  as  an 
essentially  illegal  activity. 

In  the  late  seventies,  for  example,  Don 
Franco,  a  gay  man,  was  arrested  by  the 
Toronto  police  for  having  sex  in  private 
with  consenting  adults  in  his  own  home. 
He  was  eventually  acquitted  of  the 
charge,  but  not  before  he  was  pushed  into 
early  retirement  at  work,  ran  up  a  legal 
bill  of  over  $20,000,  and  suffered  the  kind 
of  mental  stress  most  people  suffer 
through  a  long  and  protracted  trial. 


One  of  the  ways  the  police  have  tried 
to  get  at  the  illegality  of  homosexuality  is 
by  using  the  bawdyhouse  laws.  Section 
193  of  the  Criminal  Code  defines  a 
bawdyhouse  as  any  place  frequented  for 
prostitution  or  acts  of  indecency.  The 
police  were  able  to  invade  Franco's  pri- 
vacy, charging  him  with  keeping  a  com- 
mon bawdyhouse,  because  his  home  was 
a  place  he  frequented  for  acts  of  "in- 
decency" —  in  other  words,  gay  sex. 

Judge  Charles  of  the  Ontario  Provin- 
cial Court,  in  acquitting  Franco,  criti- 
cized the  police  for  invading  his  privacy. 
But  as  Charles  pointed  out  to  the  gays 
and  lesbians  sitting  in  court  that  day, 
"...as  the  law  stands  now,  it  only  pro- 
vides a  defence.  The  law  only  decriminal- 
izes homosexuality  —  it  doesn't  make  it 
right."  Even  though  Charles's  decision 
raised  the  issue  of  privacy,  the  law  still 
does  not  protect  the  privacy  of  gays  and 
lesbians. 


"This  is  the  first  time  in 
Canadian  history  that 
gays  have  been  success- 
ful in  attacking  the  sex 
laws  used  to  arrest  and 
harass  them." 


RTPC's  Dennis  Findlay  at  a 
demo  after  the  Back  Door  raid 


During  the  1981  Toronto  bath  raids, 
not  surprisingly,  the  police  ran  amok, 
smashing  in  the  doors  of  people's 
rooms,  invading  their  privacy,  simply 
because  the  baths  were  places  where  gay 
sex  was  going  on.  Over  the  years  since 
1969,  the  illegality  of  gay  sex  has  given 
the  police  whatever  assurances  they  have 
needed  to  spy  on  gays  and  to  arrest 
them.  The  legal  fights  that  have  gone  on, 
and  have  yet  to  go  on,  in  the  Back  Door 
case  are  in  the  forefront  of  narrowing 
down  these  powers  of  the  police  to  enter 
into  the  privacy  of  a  gay  person's  life, 
whether  at  home,  or  in  a  steambath. 

Laws  regulating  sexual  life,  particular- 
ly in  the  present  political  climate,  will 
not  be  transformed  overnight.  But  be- 
cause of  Canada's  new  constitution, 
gays  and  lesbians  do  have  access  to  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms.  One 
thing  the  Charter  is  supposed  to  guaran- 
tee to  Canadians  —  gays  included  —  is  a 
right  against  unreasonable  search  and 
seizure  by  the  police;  that  is,  a  right  to 
privacy.  When  gay  people  are  having  sex 
in  private,  at  home,  in  a  hotel,  a  steam- 
bath,  or  in  a  roomette  on  a  train,  for 
example,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the 
police  to  respect  that  privacy.  This  is  the 
thrust  of  the  Back  Door  Bath  case. 

The  Back  Door  case  is  very  important. 
In  October,  Justice  Henry  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ontario,  declaring  the  search 
warrant  used  to  raid  the  Back  Door  un- 
constitutional, struck  down  the  search 
and  seizure  part  of  the  bawdyhouse  law 
(Section  181  of  the  Criminal  Code).  This 
is  the  first  time  in  Canadian  history  that 
gays  have  been  successful  in  attacking  the 
sex  laws  used  to  arrest  and  harass  them.  It 
is  also  the  first  time  that  a  search  warrant, 
authorized  under  the  Criminal  Code,  has 
been  declared  unconstitutional. 

In  narrowing  the  search  and  seizure 
powers  of  the  police,  this  decision  not 
only  helped  guarantee  the  right  to  privacy 
of  all  Canadians,  it  put  in  motion  an  im- 
portant new  legal  strategy  to  protect  the 
privacy  of  gay  people.  It  set  the  stage  for 
asking  the  courts  to  rule  on  whether  or 
not  the  privacy  of  a  locked  room  in  a 
bathhouse  —  and  by  implication  the  bed- 
rooms of  lesbians  and  gay  men  —  is  con- 
stitutionally protected.  The  effect  would 
be  to  ask  the  court  to  give  gay  men  and 
lesbians  what  they  thought  they  got  with 
the  1979  Criminal  Code  amendments. 

The  ( 'barter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms 
and  the  Back  Door  trial  provide  an  op- 
portunity, especially  for  gay  men  and  les 
bians,  to  help  defineavil  rictus  in  Can- 
ada. The  (  barter,  as  Justice  Henry 
pointed  out,  is  intended  to  be  a  ii\mc 


tree.  If  it  is  to  provide  broad  and  substan- 
tial protection  for  the  civil  liberties  of 
Canadians,  the  court  cases  that  will  ini- 
tially come  to  shape  its  provisions  cannot 
be  left  to  the  powers  that  be  —  to  corpor- 
ate lawyers  and  crown  attorneys.  The 
Charter  will  only  become  a  legitimate 
guarantee  of  Canadian  civil  rights  if  those 
people  most  in  need  of  its  protections  use 
it  to  defend  themselves. 

Already  the  police  and  the  Crown  are 
attempting  to  have  Justice  Henry's  order 
to  return  the  materials  that  were  seized  in 
the  Back  Door  raid  set  aside.  They  be- 
lieve, along  with  Ontario's  attorney- 
general,  Roy  McMurtry,  that  evidence 
seized  illegally  should  be  used  in  court, 
even  in  cases  of  so-called  victimless 
crimes.  In  practice  what  this  means  is  that 
if  the  Crown  wins  this  appeal  there  will  be 
nothing  to  prevent  the  police  from  conti- 
nuing to  conduct  illegal  searches  against 
gays,  lesbians,  or  other  Canadians.  The 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  will  have 
become  a  fraud. 

A  first  step  in  winning  constitutional 
protection  for  the  privacy  of  gays  and  les- 
bians has  already  been  won  —  the  strik- 
ing down  of  Section  181  of  the  bawdy- 
house laws.  To  secure  this  victory  it  is 
now  necessary  to  defeat  the  Crown's  ap- 
peal. The  attorney-general's  case  is  not  a 
very  good  one.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  appeal  will  not  be  upheld  by  the 
courts.  The  next  step  is  to  go  on  to  secure 
constitutional  protection  for  homosexual 
acts  in  private.  What  is  significant  about 
the  Back  Door  case  is  that,  legally  speak- 
ing, it  is  uncomplicated.  It  makes,  in 
other  words,  a  perfect  case  on  which  to 
fight  for  political  principles.  If  won,  it 
will  provide  a  constitutional  protection 
for  lesbians  and  gays  that  is  not  hedged  in 
special  ways,  but  is  broad  in  scope.  What 
it  needs  now  is  the  support  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  communities  in  Toronto,  and 
across  Canada. 

Toronto 's  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  is 
in  the  forefront  of  organizing  support  for 
this  case.  The  Right  to  Privacy  Founda- 
tion has  already  raised  most  of  the 
5 10,000 spent  to  quash  the  search  warrant 
and  strike  down  Section  IS  I  of  the  Crim- 
inal Code.  In  the  coming  months,  the 
Committee  intends  to  mount  a  major 
campaign  to  raise  the  $30,000 still  needed 
to  see  the  case  through   C  Dntributions 
can  be  mailed  to  the  A'  /  />(  .  730  Bathurst 
St,  Toronto,  OS  WS2R4.  Please  make 
cheques  payable  to  Harriet  Sach\  m  Trust 
fortheRTPt 

George  Smith  i\  a  member  of  Right  to 
Privacy  ( 'ommittee 


— 
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340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


..J 

Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 


VANCOUVER 

YOUR  HOME? 

Then  you  can  pick  up  The  Body  Politic 
at  one  of  these  convenient  stores. 


RIGHTS 


>—Toronto'>..|ndependenl- Alternative 50c— 


closure! 

Support  the  paper  that 
supports  the  struggle. 

YOUR  DONATIONS  CAN 
KEEP  US  ALIVE! 

Details  In  our  December  Issue, 
now  on  sale  or  call 

363-4404 


END 
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MEADOW 


GUEST  HOUSE 

The  perfect  place  for  a  weekend  of  winter  activities  with  hosts 
Bob  and  Nico.  Go  cross-country  skiing  on  our  50-acre  property  or 
on  the  nearby  Bruce  Trail.  Downhill  skiing  available  close  by.  Relax 

with  mugs  of  hot  apple  cider  around  the  fireplace  in  our  roomy 
19th-century  farmhouse. 

Two  hours  from  Toronto  in  the  village  of  Bognor, 
23km  south  of  Owen  Sound. 


For  reservations, 

call  416-960-1291  Mon-Fri  9am-Spm. 


Alberta  amendment 
fight  gets  gays  going 


Three  members  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Awareness  Committee  (GALA)  were  to 
meet  with  Alberta  labour  minister  Les 
Young  December  10  to  discuss  a  proposed 
amendment  —  sexual  orientation  as  pro- 
hibited grounds  for  discrimination  in  em- 
ployment —  to  the  Individual  Rights  Pro- 
tection Act. 

The  amendment  was  proposed  by  the 
Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission  and 
is  scheduled  for  review  early  in  1985  (see 
TBP,  December  1984). 

The  three  GALA  members  —  two  les- 
bians and  a  gay  man  —  were  aiming  to 
convince  Young  that  all  GALA  members 
should  meet  as  a  whole  with  the  Conser- 
vative government's  legislative  caucus 
committee  charged  with  reviewing  the 
amendment. 

"We  are  also  in  the  process  of  con- 
certed effort  with  other  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  in  the  province,"  says  Matthew 
Kuefler,  a  GALA  member. 

Alberta  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
are  responding  well  to  GALA'S  suggested 
letter-writing  campaign  directed  at  the 
members  of  the  Alberta  legislature.  Let- 
ters have  been  drafted  for  concerned  het- 
erosexuals to  send  to  their  MLAs. 

Gathering  support  of  MLAs  is  the  main 
thrust  of  GALA's  effort  —  without  this 
support,  the  amendment  may  not  be  re- 
viewed in  the  spring  of  1985. 

Michael  TotzkeD 

Big  Sisters  welcome 
lesbian  volunteers 

The  governing  board  of  the  Big  Sisters 
Association  of  Saskatoon  has  reversed  a 
policy  that  prevented  lesbians  from  be- 
ing accepted  as  volunteer  Big  Sisters. 

Staff  member  Gail  Malmo  said  the 
change  was  the  result  of  a  "personal  de- 
cision" on  the  part  of  staff  and  board 
members  and  not  the  result  of  any  out- 
side pressure.  The  policy  was  "just 
quietly  deleted  from  the  books."  The 
group  did  not  make  the  change  public, 
said  Malmo,  because  "there  are  parents 
who  would  be  upset."  The  three  staff 
caseworkers  who  are  responsible  for  ap- 
proving volunteers  agreed  unanimously 
that  the  policy  should  change.  The 
board's  decision  was  a  "joyous  occa- 
sion," says  Malmo.  "I'm  really  pleased. 
I  didn't  feel  (the  policy)  was  right." 

There  are  no  open  lesbians  on  the  staff 
or  board  of  Big  Sisters  in  Saskatoon  and 
so  far  no  applicant  has  said  she's  gay.  If 
one  did  come  out,  she  would  now  be 
judged  by  exactly  the  same  criteria  as 
other  would-be  Big  Sisters. 

The  caseworkers  look  for  women  who 
are  "non-judgmental."  Up  until  the  pol- 
icy change,  Malmo  said,  this  requirement 
was  "pretty  ironic."  Malmo  said  she 
looks  for  women  who  are  suitable  role 
models,  who  are  capable  of  showing  girls 
that  they  have  several  options  when 
choosing  what  to  do  with  their  lives.  One 
of  the  most  important  things  a  Big  Sister 
can  do,  she  said,  is  to  help  kids  with  self- 
esteem,  to  raise  the  girl's  sense  of  self- 
worth. 

Malmo  said  the  majority  of  women 
who  volunteer  are  fairly  young  and  she 
would  like  to  see  some  older  women, 
perhaps  who  have  already  raised  their 
own  children,  get  involved  as  Big  Sisters. 

The  only  definite  criterion  for  rejec- 
tion as  a  Big  Sister  now  is  a  criminal  rec- 


ord involving  violence  or  the  sexual 
abuse  of  a  child. 

Gail  Malmo  said  Big  Sisters  is  mainly  a 
support  for  single  mothers.  Although 
motherless  girls  are  given  first  priority  for 
placement  with  a  Big  Sister,  many  of  the 
girls  accepted  live  with  their  mothers.  The 
Big  Sister  acts  as  a  companion  and  gives 
the  girl  "one-to-one"  attention  that  her 
own  mother  may  not  be  able  to  provide 
if  she  has  several  other  children. 

Big  Sisters  of  Saskatoon  so  far  has  no 
plans  for  any  educational  programmes  to 
help  clients  adjust  to  lesbian  volunteers. 
Malmo  said  the  feeling  of  the  board  was 
"the  less  we  do  the  better  as  far  as  draw- 
ing attention"  to  the  new  policy. 

The  Big  Sisters  Association,  unlike 
Big  Brothers,  has  no  national  organiza- 
tion. Each  group  is  autonomous  and 
must  raise  its  own  funds. 

Saskatchewan  women  interested  in 
Big  Sisters  can  contact  Big  Sisters  Asso- 
ciation of  Saskatoon  by  writing  to 
316-220  Third  Avenue  South,  Saska- 
toon, SK  S7K  1M1,  or  calling  (306) 
244-1844.  Gillian  RodgersonD 

Gay  news  available 
to  campus-press 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Canadian 
University  Press  (CUP),  being  held  this 
year  in  Halifax,  will  feature  for  the  first 
time  a  gay  and  lesbian  resource  room. 

It's  another  project  of  members  of  the 
Dalhousie  Gazette,  Canada's  oldest  stu- 
dent paper  and  the  conference  host.  Co- 
editor  Elizabeth  Donovan  and  Gazette 
staffer  Lane  Mason  will  keep  the  room 
open  throughout  the  conference,  which 
lasts  from  December  26  through  January 
3.  Delegates  from  the  55  CUP  member 
papers  will  have  an  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine such  resource  material  as  books, 
magazines  and  films,  to  engage  in  net- 
working and  to  participate  in  both  closed 
and  open  workshop  sessions  on  a  variety 
of  topics. 

Although  CUP  has  had  an  active  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Caucus  for  several  years, 
says  Donovan,  "there  were  a  lot  of 
homophobic  statements  made"  at  the  re- 
cent Atlantic  regional  conference.  "We 
confronted  it  on  an  informal  basis.  The 
only  way  we  could  stand  up  to  it,"  she 
says,  "was  by  having  a  support  group." 
Now  she  hopes  to  raise  gay  issues  on  a  na- 
tional level,  particularly  the  coverage  of 
lesbian  and  gay  concerns  in  CUP  papers 
and  the  problems  of  coming  out  while 
working  on  a  student  paper. 

Members  of  the  local  gay  and  lesbian 
community  will  be  invited  to  act  as  re- 
source people  on  such  topics  as  gays  in 
the  military  and  perhaps  to  chair  meetings 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus.  Even 
when  no  activities  are  planned,  Donovan 
says,  the  room  will  be  "open  for  people 
to  come  sit  and  relax  and  just  talk." 

Robin  Metcalfe  □ 

Legal  defence  fund 
seeks  rights  trials 

A  special  fund  offering  financial  assis- 
tance for  legal  cases  involving  gay  men 
and  lesbians  has  been  in  existence  for 
almost  a  year,  but  its  trustees  have  not  yet 
received  any  applications  for  assistance. 

The  Manitoba  Gay  Legal  Defense  Fund 
was  established  in  Winnipeg  last  Valen- 
tine's Day  at  a  benefit  dinner  that  marked 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  first  attempt- 
ed legal  marriage  of  two  gay  men. 

The  fund  is  sponsored  by  the  Council 
on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Gays  for 
Equality,  and  the  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial 
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Society.  It  is  administered  by  a  board  or 
trustees  —  Rev  A  E  Mill  ward,  lawyer 
Wendy  Barker  and  human  rights  activist 
David  Hosking  —  appointed  by  these  or- 
ganizations. The  fund  considers  the  fol- 
lowing cases  to  be  priorities: 

•  custody  of  children  by  homosexual 
parents; 

•  criminal  charges  not  covered  by  legal 
aid; 

•  recognition  of  equivalency  of  homo- 
sexual unions  and  heterosexual  marriages 
or  common-law  unions; 

•  unjust  dismissal  of  homosexuals  (and 
other  employment  issues); 

•  cases  pertinent  to  the  Canadian  Char- 
ter of  Rights. 

"These  cases  are  too  important  for  an 
individual's  financial  status  to  determine 
whether  or  not  they  will  receive  a  full 
hearing,"  says  Chris  Vogel,  a  member  of 
Gays  for  Equality.  "In  our  situation,  the 
whole  community  has  a  financial  interest 
—  not  to  mention  a  moral  one  —  in  tak- 


AIDS:  the  figures 

As  of  November  13,  the  Laboratory 
Centre  for  Disease  Control  in  Ottawa 
has  recorded  a  total  of  147  adult  cases 
of  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn- 
drome in  Canada.  In  our  last  report 
(TBP,  November  1984),  the  total  stood 
at  1 17  as  of  September  24.  Of  the  cur- 
rent total,  97  (66  percent)  are  gay  or 
bisexual  men,  of  whom  41  have  died. 
These  figures  break  down  by  province 
as  follows: 

Gay  or  bisexual 

Total        Number        Percent      Deaths 

Ont  54  46  85%  20 

Que  53  20  38°7o  12 

BC  27  24  89%  7 

Alta  7  7  100%  5 

NS  3  2  67%  0 

Sask  '1  1  100%  0 

Man  1  0  0%  0 

Nfld  1  0  0%  0 

No  cases  are  reported  for  New 
Brunswick  or  Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by 
calling  the  following  organizations: 

Halifax  Gay  Health  Association, 
c/o  Gayline  (902)  423-1389; 

Montreal  AIDS  Resource  Commit- 
tee, c/o  Gay  Montreal  Association, 
(514)933-2395; 

The  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)926-1626; 

Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403) 
424-8361; 

AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)  867-2437. 

Ken  PopertD 


Do  you  know 
something  we 
should  know? 


An  event?  A  news 
report?  A  rumour?  Let 

us  in  on  it.  Help 

The  Body  Politic  keep 

on  top  of  what's 

happening. 

Call  (416)  364-6320 

or  write  TBP,  Box 

7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto 

M5W  1X9 


ing  these  cases  to  court." 

The  interest  on  the  holdings  —  $22,000 
in  guaranteed  investments  —  is  being 
spent  to  publicize  the  fund. 

"The  fund  is  intended  to  pay  litigation 
costs,  but  also  to  fund  research,"  adds 
Vogel. 

Homosexual  men  and  women  from  all 
provinces  may  apply  for  assistance; 
Manitoba  residents  will  be  given  priority. 

The  Manitoba  Gay  Legal  Defense 
Fund  can  be  reached  at  Box  1912,  Win- 
nipeg, MBR3C3R2. 

Michael  TotzkeD 


HEALTH 


Ottawa  freeze  eases, 
Toronto  gets  aid 

A  grant  from  the  federal  government 
has  put  the  paid  staff  of  the  AIDS  Com- 
mittee of  Toronto  (ACT)  back  to  work 
after  a  two-week  lay-off  occasioned  by 
lack  of  funds. 

The  award  of  $179,400  has  allowed 
ACT  to  rehire  its  two  existing  staff  and 
to  create  four  more  positions:  counsel- 
lor, media  relations  officer,  volunteer  of- 
ficer and  secretary.  The  organization  will 
also  be  able  to  keep  its  office  in  the  heart 
of  Toronto's  gay  district. 

ACT  applied  for  the  money  last  March 
under  the  Special  Employment  Initiatives 
Programme  administered  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Employment  and  Immigration. 
The  money  was  requested  to  cover  opera- 
ting expenses  for  one  year  starting  July  1 . 
Response  to  the  application  was  delayed 
until  late  August,  just  before  the  federal 
election,  when  ACT  learned  it  would  re- 
ceive only  $103,000,  to  be  used  up  by 
February,  1985.  However,  before  ACT  re- 
ceived any  money,  the  incoming  Progres- 
sive Conservative  government  froze  all 
federal  grants  for  review.  Then  on  Nov- 
ember 16,  an  assistant  to  employment 
and  immigration  minister  Flora  Macdon- 
ald  called  the  organization  with  the  news 
that  a  grant  in  the  full  amount  requested 
was  being  made. 

It  is  not  clear  yet  what  period  the  long- 
delayed  grant  is  now  intended  to  cover. 

The  terms  of  the  programme  require 
ACT  to  raise  a  certain  additional  amount 
of  money:  according  to  ACT  community 
education  officer  Kevin  Orr,  this  could 
be  as  much  as  $40,000.        Ken  PopertD 

Haligonians  playing 
for  AIDS  education 

Halifax's  newly  organized  Gay  Health 
Association  (GHA)  sponsored  a  benefit 
dance  for  AIDS  Awareness  Week 
November  25.  The  benefit  took  place  at 
Rumours,  the  disco  operated  by  the  Gay 
Alliance  for  Equality.  More  than  100 
people  turned  out  to  dance,  view  infor- 
mation videos  and  learn  about  the  activ- 
ities of  the  GHA.  Organizers  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  attendance  at  this, 
their  first  fundraiser.  Proceeds  will  go 
toward  purchasing  AIDS  pamphlets  from 
San  Francisco. 

About  fifty  people  saw  three  video- 
tapes: the  PBS  documentary,  Profile  of 
an  Epidemic,  and  two  others  produced  by 
the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  and  writ- 
ten by  Michael  Riordon,  AIDS:  A  Chal- 
lenge to  Health  Care  Workers  and  AIDS: 
After  the  I  ear.  Some  guests  enjoyed  a 
rousing  game  of  Gay  Monopoly,  while 
organi/crs  passed  OUl  leaflets  on  risk 
reduction.  Rumours  staff  donated  their 
time  and  their  lip  money  lo  the  ( 1HA. 

Kobin  Metcalfe 
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FOUR  QUESTIONS 

TO  ALL  MEN  IN 

THE  GREATER  TORONTO  AREA* 

THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  AIDS  AND  OF  AIDS-RELATED  ILLNESSES 
(INCLUDING  PERSISTENT  SWOLLEN  LYMPH  GLANDS)  CONTINUES  TO 
GROW  WORLDWIDE  AS  WELL  AS  IN  TORONTO. 


Has  a  sexual  partner  (past  or  present)  told  you  he  has 
developed  AIDS  or  an  AIDS-related  illness? 

If  YES  please  respect  him  for 

having  told  you  and  CALL 

595-4940 


Do  you  know  if  you  have  had  sexual  contact  with  a 
man  now  ill  with  AIDS  or  an  AIDS-related  illness? 
If  you  DON'T  KNOW,  find  out  -  talk  to  former  partners. 

//  YES  don 't  delay  and  CALL 

595-4940 


Do  you  know  or  think  that  you  have  AIDS  or  an 
AIDS-related  illness? 

If  YES  see  your  physician  and 

CALL  595-4940 


Do  you  know  anyone  in  any  of  the  above  three 
categories? 

If  YES  please  ask  him  to 

CALL  595-4940 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  EPIDEMIOLOGY  STUDY 
REQUIRES  VOLUNTEERS  ANSWERING  YES  TO  ANY  OF  THE 
FIRSTTHREE  QUESTIONS.  CALL  MONDAY  THROUGH 
FRIDAY  9:00am  to  6:00pm  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION. 

Participants  in  this  research  are  offered: 

a)  TOTAL  CONFIDENTIALITY; 

b)  direct  access  to  professionals  to  assist  with  any  concerns: 

c)  careful  monitoring  of  health  with  feedback  of  relevant  results. 


•FOR  MEN  OUTSIDE  TORONTO,  If  you  are  ill  with  AIDS  or  a  related  condition, 
please  inform  any  traceable  Toronto-based  male  sexual  contacts  of  your  illness 
and  of  the  need  for  them  fo  volunteer  for  this  research.  The  contact  should  have  oc 
curred  within  one  year  prior  to  your  illness  and  your  last  contact  with  these  men 
should  have  occurred  within  the  last  three  years 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC 

NOW  IN  THE  SUBWAY 


AT  GARFIELD  OUTLETS 

IN  THE  COLLEGE,  EGLINTON, 

SHERBOURNE,  BROADVIEW 

AND  BLOOR  (NORTHBOUND) 

STATIONS 


AND  AT ALL 
OUR  REGULAR  OUTLETS: 

Glad  Day  Books.  598  Tootje:  took  City.  663  Yonje  and  501  Bloor  W: 

Pages  256  |Mi  W:  Edwards  Books  and  Art.  356  Ijm  W; 

Mm-A-Mart.  557  Church".  W  H  Smith's.  TD  Centre  and  Hudson's  Bay 

Centre  This  Am  t  the  Rosedaie  Library  1 10  Queen  E; 

Cameo  CU>.  95  Tnwtj  St  Garfield.  Cerrird  Square 

Chits.  9  Isabella:  Boots.  59?  Shertourne.  The  Toolboj.  IB  Eastern: 

aad  at  many  other  locations  across  the  city 

For  note  wfoniation.  call  364-6320 


BodvPoIiric 


"If  you  can't 

be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country... 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
lalways  a  host  who  knows  a  thin^or 
[wo about  making  you  welcori 


SO'S  YOUR  GRANDMOTHER 

JANE  RULE 


Straights,  come  out 


When  I  encounter  homophobia  in 
strangers,  I  don't  often  stop  to  consider 
with  any  seriousness  where  that  hateful- 
ness  comes  from.  I  ship  it  out  of  my  con- 
sciousness with  labels  like  "ignorant" 
and  "bigoted."  If  that  hostility  is  aimed 
directly  at  me  rather  than  offered  at  ran- 
dom, I  add  further  labels  like  "sexually 
fragile"  and  "ego  damaged,"  which  are 
not  insightful  so  much  as  dismissive.  I  am 
simply  and  sensibly  protecting  myself 
with  a  more  adult  version  of  "Sticks  and 
stones  will  break  my  bones  but  names  will 
never  hurt  me"  (which  I'm  not  100  per- 
cent sure  is  true). 

But  we  are  among  those  minorities  who 
are  confronted  not  only  by  the  hostility  of 
strangers,  but  by  the  hostility  of  our 
friends  and  relatives.  I'll  never  forget  the 
sense  of  pure  fear  I  felt  at  fourteen  when 
a  couple  of  my  school  friends,  staying 
overnight,  began  a  conversation  with, 
"What  would  you  do  if  you  were  in  the 
same  room  with  a  lesbian?"  "I'd  throw 
up."  "I'd  die."  Nor  do  I  forget  my 
mother's  trying  to  get  a  male  hairdresser 
fired  because  he  wore  makeup. 

The  people  we  know,  the  people  with 
whom  we've  formed  our  deepest  bonds, 
are  often  as  irrationally  homophobic  as 
the  agressive  kids  on  the  street  or  the  self- 
righteous  "Moral  Majority"  (how 
pleased  I  was  to  see  the  bumper  sticker, 
"The  'Moral  Majority'  is  neither"). 
Some  of  them,  confronted  with  the 
choice  between  cherishing  a  family  mem- 
ber or  old  friend  and  cherishing  their 
prejudice,  choose  very  quickly,  but  for 
most  it  is  a  very  long  conflict  between 
love  of  a  person  and  hatred  of  an  idea. 

Some  of  us  choose  quickly,  too,  react 
violently  to  the  first  criticism,  reject  fam- 
ily, friends,  the  whole  straight  world,  and 
establish  support  systems  in  the  gay  world 
to  supplant  what  has  been  lost. 

Most  of  us  have  internalized  enough  of 
society's  prejudice  to  begin  our  coming 
out  with  apologies,  and  we  are  patient, 
perhaps  grateful  for  the  first  scraps  of 
tolerance,  even  if  a  mother  says  to  a  son, 
"We'll  share  this  secret  because  it  would 
kill  your  father,"  or  a  sister  says  to  a 
sister,  "I  pity  you." 

The  difficulty  is  that  as  our  own  per- 
ception grows,  as  we  learn  not  only  to  ac- 
cept but  to  celebrate  our  lives,  such 
limited  perceptions  of  us  are  not  only  not 
enough,  but  are  insulting.  We  want  the 
people  we  love  in  the  straight  world  to 
grow  with  us.  Not  enough  of  them  do.  As 
long  as  we  are  modestly  ashamed  and  se- 
cretive, our  families  and  friends  can  go  on 
caring  for  us  charitably  without  having  to 
alter  their  basic  values,  but,  when  we 
begin  to  live  openly  and  proudly,  we  be- 
come threatening. 

Most  of  us  don't  intend  to  be  threaten- 
ing, at  least  not  to  the  people  we  love.  We 
try  to  explain  what  we've  come  to  under- 
stand for  ourselves,  that  we  are  no  more 
trying  to  rub  people's  noses  in  our  sex- 
uality than  a  bride  and  groom  do,  than 
proud  young  parents  do,  that  affirming 
ourselves  is  as  common  and  healthy  an  at- 
titude as  it  is  for  anyone  else. 

Since  I  have  for  years  devoted  part  of 
my  career  to  being  a  public  voice  for 
educating  people  about  homosexuality,  I 
may  more  often  than  most  have  to  con- 
front my  failures  with  people  I  go  on  car- 
ing about.  And  with  them,  it  does  matter 


to  me  to  try  to  figure  out  where  all  that 
hatefulness  is  coming  from,  why  love  and 
knowledge  combined  don't  always  Eradi- 
cate it. 

All  our  relationships  are  complex,  jeal- 
ousy tangling  with  pride,  derailed  expec- 
tations keeping  company  with  unexpected 
generosities,  ineptitudes  coupling  with 
remarkable  grace.  Sometimes  homosexu- 
ality is  no  more  than  the  handiest  stick  to 
beat  with,  on  either  side  of  the  argument 
where  something  quite  other  may  be  at 
stake. 

But  what  is  it  for  some  people  of  genu- 
ine good  will  that  makes  it  so  difficult  to 
accept  our  sexuality?  I  come  increasingly 


to  believe  that  they  haven't  accepted  their 
own.  We  can  sometimes  forget,  working 
so  hard  in  our  own  terms,  that  we  have 
been  required  to  by  a  society  which  is  not 
simply  homophobic  but  generally  phobic 
about  sexuality. 

If  straight  people  have  the  decency  to 
be  modestly  ashamed  of  their  own  sexual 
natures,  what  right  have  we  to  be  proud 
of  ours?  Marriage  is  for  them  not  a 
flaunting  but  a  legalizing  of  their  sexual- 
ity. They  don't  think  of  children  as  a  cele- 
bration of  their  sexuality,  but  as  its  re- 
deeming result.  St  Paul  said,  "It  is  better 
to  marry  than  to  burn."  But  in  that  anti- 
sexual  church,  celibacy  is  still  the  ideal. 
Everyone  is  supposed  to  be  ashamed. 

This  negative  morality  which  pervades 
our  society  is  the  root  not  only  of  homo- 
phobia but  of  the  punishing  violence  of 
much  pornography.  We  won't  move  free- 
ly in  the  world  until  all  people  are  re- 
quired to  confront  their  sexual  natures  in 
order  to  understand,  take  responsibility 
for  and  celebrate  them,  as  we  have  had 
to.  For  no  one  who  is  disappointed  or 
ashamed  or  frightened  of  his/her  own 
sexuality  is  going  to  be  easily  tolerant  of 
anyone  else's. 

Anyone  who  lives  in  sexual  shame  with 
only  the  cold  comfort  that  is  at  least 
heterosexual  is  going  to  be  a  difficult  per- 
son to  deal  with,  unlikely  to  take  kindly 
to  advice  from  a  blatant  homosexual. 
What  we  may  need  to  do  is  to  persuade 
our  liberated  straight  friends  to  help.  If 
they  would  march  under  their  own  ban- 
ner, "Straights  for  Peace"  or  "Straights 
for  the  Environment,"  maybe  some  of 
their  closeted  friends  would  be  encour- 
aged to  come  out,  to  repudiate  the  stork, 
the  cabbage  patch,  and  join  us  in  the 
mortal  sexuality  that  makes  us  all  kin. 

But  even  before  that  happens,  we  and 
they  live  in  the  often  heart-breaking  but 
hopeful  knowledge  that  we  love  our 
enemies.  □ 
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THE  WORLD 

Asylum  pending  in  the  Netherlands;  two  others  jailed  on  similar  charges 

PIE  exile  beats  British  extradition  bid 


LONDON  —  Steven  Adrian  Smith,  for- 
mer chairman  of  the  now-defunct  Paedo- 
phile Information  Exchange,  is  seeking 
political  asylum  in  the  Netherlands  and, 
on  October  23,  successfully  fought  off  a 
first  attempt  by  the  British  government  to 
extradite  him. 

Smith  jumped  bail  last  August  after  be- 
ing charged  with  sending  an  obscene  arti- 
cle, which  appeared  in  the  PIE  newsletter, 
Contact,  through  the  mail,  as  well  as  with 
"inciting  sexual  offences  against 
children." 

He  filed  an  application  for  political 
asylum  with  the  Netherlands  justice  min- 
istry September  20,  citing  "the  savage 
sentences  meted  out  by  British  courts  for 
consensual  paedophile  acts"  and  the  "ex- 
tarordinary  political  (publishing)  char- 
ges" he  was  facing.  Smith  was  granted 
temporary  refuge  until  a  final  decision  is 
made  on  his  claim. 

In  spite  of  his  status,  he  was  arrested  by 
Dutch  police  at  Assen  October  10  at  the 
request  of  Scotland  Yard,  and  was  impris- 
oned to  await  extradition  proceedings. 

A  subsequent  decision  by  a  local  court 
that  the  offences  for  which  the  extradi- 
tion had  been  requested  were  "not  seri- 
ous" led  to  his  release  October  23.  Al- 
though the  British  government  intends  to 
proceed  with  its  extradition  case,  success 
appears  unlikely.  It  must  show  that  a  case 
exists  against  Smith  on  charges  which  also 
exist  in  Dutch  law.  Only  the  "incitement" 
charge  has  even  a  vague  Dutch  equiva- 
lent, and  it  is  unlikely  to  apply  to  any- 
thing as  general  as  the  publication  of  a 


No  fair  play  in  Rugby:  Twelve  hundred  people  marched  through  the  town  of 
Rugby,  England  November  10  to  protest  a  decision  by  the  local  borough  council  to 
remove  the  words  "sexual  orientation"  from  its  employment  fairness  policy.  Council 
Leader  Gordon  Collett  blames  gay  people  for  the  fall  of  moral  standards  in  Britain  and 
does  not  want  lesbians  and  gay  men  working  in  the  town  hall,  regardless  of  their  quali- 
fications. Nineteen  of  the  demonstrators  were  arrested  after  a  struggle  with  the  police. 


magazine. 

Meanwhile,  two  other  former  PIE  exec- 
utive members,  Peter  Bremmer  and 
David  Joy,  were  sentenced  November  14 
to  six-  and  18-month  jail  terms,  respec- 
tively, on  the  charge  of  sending  an  ob- 
scene article.  Both  were  acquitted  on  the 
vague  "incitement"  charge. 


New  city  elects  predominantly  gay  council 


WEST  HOLLYWOOD  —  A  two-square- 
mile  section  of  Los  Angeles  County  lying 
between  the  cities  of  Los  Angeles  and 
Beverly  Hills  has  become  the  first  incor- 
porated American  municipality  to  elect  a 
predominantly  gay  city  council. 

The  35,000  residents  of  the  newly 
formed  city  of  West  Hollywood  elected 
one  lesbian  and  two  gay  men  to  its  five- 
member  city  council  November  6.  Of  the 
40  candidates  for  council,  17  were  openly 
gay  or  lesbian. 

Valerie  Terrigno,  the  current  president 
of  the  Stonewall  Democratic  Club,  came 
first  on  the  ballot  with  1 1  percent  of  the 
vote.  She  won  a  four-year  term  on  coun- 
cil and  could  be  apppointed  mayor  of  the 
city.  In  response  to  fears  expressed  by 
some  residents  that  the  city  will  be  a  "gay 
Camelot,"  Terrigno  said,  "It  won't  be  a 
gay  takeover.  There's  no  gay  way  to  col- 
lect trash." 

There  are  more  than  100  gay  businesses 
in  West  Hollywood,  and  an  estimated  30 
percent  of  the  residents  are  gay  or  lesbian. 
But  the  move  to  incorporate  was  not  the 
result  of  gay  separatism,  but  anger  at  in- 
sufficient rent  controls  in  Los  Angeles 
County.  Ninety  percent  of  the  area's  resi- 
dents arc  tenants,  many  of  them  pension- 
ers on  fixed  incomes.  John  Hcilman,  a 
gay  lawyer  who  finished  in  third  place, 
winning  a  two-year  term,  noted  that  no 
one  asked  him  if  he's  gay  when  he  was 
campaigning,  "they  all  asked  if  I  sup- 
ported rent  control."  Sieve  Shultc, 
former  director  of  the  Los  Angeles  1  es 


bian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Cen- 
ter, won  the  fifth  council  seat. 

In  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  John 
Molinari  was  elected  president  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  with  58  percent  of 
the  vote.  Molinari  had  campaigned  stren- 
uously to  capture  gay  votes. 

Quentin  Kopp,  who  many  believed 
would  finish  first,  came  third  with  54  per- 
cent of  the  vote.  According  to  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter,  Kopp  was  the  subject  of  a 
strong  gay  opposition  campaign. 

Veteran  Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  elected 
after  the  shooting  death  of  Harvey  Milk 
in  1978,  retained  his  seat  with  a  fourth- 
place  finish.  D 

Terrigno: '  'no  gay  way  to  collect  trash ' ' 


In  San  Francisco  October  7,  ninety 
people  attended  a  public  forum  at  the 
closing  of  the  Eighth  National  Confer- 
ence of  the  North  American  Man  /Boy 
Love  Association. 

Jes  Harrison,  a  16-year-old  gay  male, 
reported  being  physically  assaulted,  taken 
to  the  police  and  interrogated  without 
benefit  of  counsel  when  his  parents  found 
out  about  his  relationship  with  a  19-year- 
old  college  student.  When  he  told  police 
he  had  been  beaten  by  his  parents,  "they 
said  it  was  normal,"  he  recounted. 

Harry  Hay,  a  pioneering  gay  activist  in 
the  1950s,  told  the  audience  of  his  first 
sexual  encounter  with  a  man,  at  the  age 
of  14,  in  1926.  "I  found  somebody  I  felt  I 
could  trust.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I 
found  out  about  the  world  I  might  some 
day  be  able  to  enter. 

"In  every  generation  there  are  people 
like  me  who  are  reaching  out  for  that  per- 
son who  can  be  trusted.  We  haven't 
shared  ourselves  in  that  trust  —  giving 
back  to  that  younger  generation  follow- 
ing us.  We're  the  ones  responsible  for 
their  coming  into  happiness  and  under- 
standing. We  should  be  about  sharing 
and  beginning  that  responsibility." □ 

More  titles  added  to 
Customs  seizure  list 

LONDON  —The  list  of  titles  declared 
"seized"  by  Her  Majesty's  Customs  from 
Gay's  the  Word  bookshop  continues  to 
grow. 

Customs  officials  have  been  impound- 
ing books  headed  for  the  bookshop  since 
an  initial  raid  in  April  1984.  So  far,  144 
titles  —  amounting  to  more  than  2,250 
books  worth  £8,000  —  will  be  used  in 
prosecuting  the  store. 

Among  the  newest  additions  is  a  1*)K2 
American  reprint  of  lolaus:  An  Antholo- 
gy of  Friendship  by  Edw  U  d  (  arpenter 
(see  "(  aihon  c  opu-s."  page  5).  I  he  First 

edition  appealed  m  I  oiulon  in  1902,  and 


subsequent  editions  continue  to  be  sold  in 
bookshops  in  the  UK. 

Also  seized  was  Teleny,  which  dates 
from  the  1880s  and  is  attributed  by  many 
to  Oscar  Wilde.  An  editorial  in  The  New 
Stateman  points  out  that,  ironically,  the 
seizure  took  place  in  the  same  month  that 
Home  Secretary  Leon  Brittan  publicly  re- 
leased Wilde's  appeals  for  leniency  which 
were  sent  to  the  Home  Office  from  1895 
to  1897.  They  were  not  due  for  public 
release  until  1997. 

Customs  has  an  indefinite  period  of 
time  after  impounding  material  in  which 
to  issue  notices  that  it  has  formally  been 
seized.  Gay's  the  Word  has  set  up  a 
defence  fund  and  intends  to  fight  all  the 
notices  in  court. 

The  shop  held  an  "Open  Day"  Novem- 
ber 1  to  introduce  politicians,  the  press 
and  other  interested  parties  to  the  com- 
munity aspects  of  the  bookstore,  and  to 
show  them  that  GTW  is  not  simply  a  porn 
shop.  The  store  does  not,  in  fact,  carry 
any  material  which  would  ordinarily  be 
classified  as  pornography. 

Lavender  Menace,  Edinburgh's  gay 
community  bookshop,  has  also  been  sub- 
jected to  a  number  of  seizures  by  Cus- 
toms. The  latest  titles  announced  seized 
from  the  Scottish  shop  include  A  u 
Courant,  a  Philadelphia  gay  newspaper, 
One  for  the  Gods  by  Gordon  Merrick  and 
Querelle  of  Brest  by  Jean  Genet.  □ 

Assassin  Dan  White 
planning  return  to  SF 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Convicted  killer  Dan 
White's  one-year  parole  is  due  to  expire 
on  January  6,  1985,  and  White  hopes  to 
return  to  San  Francisco  to  live. 

White  served  five  years  in  prison  for 
shooting  gay  San  Francisco  Supervisor 
Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor  George  Mos- 
cone  on  November  27,  1978.  The  State 
Corrections  Department  arranged  for 
him  to  live  in  hiding  in  Los  Angeles  after 
his  release  from  Soledad  Prison  in  Janu- 
ary 1984. 

White  wanted  to  serve  his  parole  in  San 
Francisco,  but  was  refused  permission 
because  corections  officers  feared  that  he 
would  be  recognized  and  assassinated. 
They  also  believed  it  would  be  easier  for 
him  to  find  a  job  in  Los  Angeles,  but 
White  hasn't  worked  since  his  release 
from  jail.  Ray  Sloan,  a  friend,  former 
business  partner  and  campaign  manager, 
says  White  doesn't  need  to  work.  His 
wife  teaches  school  in  San  Francisco,  his 
business  interests  are  doing  well  and  the 
fund  established  to  take  care  of  his  family 
is  not  exhausted.  White  also  feared  that 
he  could  be  recognized  by  a  co-worker 
and  that  any  ensuing  disturbance  could 
delay  his  return  to  San  Francisco.  D 

Judge  backs  mayor 
in  city  anti-bias  fight 

NEW  YORK      Manhattan  Supreme 
Court  Judge  David  Saxe  ruled  November 
13  that  a  version  of  Mayoi  Ed  Koch's  ex 

ecutive  order  prohibiting  discrimination 

against  homosexuals  among  social  sen  ice 
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The  heart  of  New  York 
at  the  height  of  the  Season! 


The  River  Hotel 
for  comfort,  privacy,  luxury 
and  all  that  Greenwich  Village 
has  to  offer. 


m 


THE  RIVER  HOTEL 

180  Christopher  Street,        New  York,  NY  10014 

(800)  437-7017  (Toll  Free)  (212)  206-1020 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


LIGHTHOUSE     COURT 


An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  and  Bar.   Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-9588 
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agencies  signing  contracts  with  the  city  is 
constitutional,  but  an  injunction  prohib- 
iting the  enforcement  of  the  order  still 
stands. 

The  issue  came  to  a  head  last  summer 
when  New  York's  Catholic  archdiocese, 
the  Salvation  Army  and  Agudeth  Israel 
of  America,  all  of  which  provide  city 
social  services  under  contract,  joined  in  a 
lawsuit  against  the  city  demanding  ex- 
emptions on  religious  grounds  from  the 
anti-discrimination  measure.  A  Septem- 
ber 5  Supreme  Court  decision  said  the 
mayor's  order  "usurped  the  power  of  city 
council"  and,  therefore,  was  unconstitu- 
tional. A  city  appeal  of  that  decision  was 
to  be  heard  in  December. 

Meanwhile,  Koch  moved  to  have  his 
order  approved  by  the  city's  advisory 
Board  of  Estimates.  The  board  approved 
the  anti-discrimination  clause  October  25 
and  it  was  this  move  which  was  supported 
by  Judge  Saxe  in  his  November  15 
decision. 

Saxe  pointed  out  that  the  prior  leader- 
ship of  the  New  York  archdiocese  did  not 
object  to  the  order,  and  "the  Brooklyn 
diocese  finds  no  conflict  between  agree- 
ing to  the  order  and  providing  secular  ser- 
vices on  behalf  of  the  city."  The  judge 
also  said  he  felt  this  order  was  particularly 
necessary  because  the  religious  bodies  in 


AIDS 


question  "have  explicitly  stated  an  inten- 
tion to  discriminate  in  their  hiring  on  the 
basis  of  one's  sexual  orientation."  □ 

Mixed  relationship 
draws  attack  in  Israel 

TEL  AVIV — Two  men,  reportedly 
members  of  Meir  Kahane's  Jewish  De- 
fence League,  attacked  and  slashed  the 
face  and  body  of  a  young  Israeli  living 
with  Jewish-Arab  actor  Juliano  Mer, 
September  5,  accusing  him  of  being  "the 
whore  of  a  communist  Arab."  Mer's 
father,  an  Arab,  is  an  activist  in  Rakah, 
the  Israeli  communist  party. 

The  men  broke  into  the  apartment 
shared  by  Mer  and  Yossi  Sagi,  apparently 
looking  for  the  actor,  who  was  not  at 
home  at  the  time.  They  held  down  the 
22-year-old  Sagi,  cutting  his  face  and 
body  with  razor  blades,  and  threatening 
to  burn  and  murder  him  if  he  continued 
to  live  with  his  friend. 

Police  who  were  called  to  the  hospital 
afterward  were  apparently  far  more  in- 
terested in  the  relationship  between  Mer 
and  Sagi  and  their  political  activities  than 
they  were  in  the  attack  or  in  finding  the 
authors  of  the  death  threat .  D 


"Unreasonable  anxiety,"  ambiguous  research 


AIDS  panic  has  spread  to  Germany  and 
Australia  as  scientists  and  doctors  around 
the  world  struggle  to  understand  and  con- 
trol the  development  of  the  syndrome. 

In  Sydney,  police  officers  are  being 
issued  plastic  gloves  and  medicated 
creams  after  they  had  threatened,  out  of 
fear  of  AIDS,  to  halt  alcohol  breath 
testing  of  motorists.  Police  apparently 
were  worried  about  contracting  the  dis- 
ease through  handling  breathalizer  equip- 
ment, in  spite  of  assurances  by  govern- 
ment AIDS  task  force  head  David  Pen- 
ington  that  such  fears  constituted  "un- 
reasonable anxiety." 

In  the  northern  state  of  Queensland, 
legislation  has  been  passed  providing  for 
possible  fines  and  jail  sentences  for  any 
person  with  AIDS  who  donates  blood. 
The  move  was  a  response  to  the  death  of 
three  infants  who  had  received  infected 
blood  transfusions. 

The  West  German  press  responded 
November  5  to  the  publication  of  a  gov- 
ernment AIDS  report  with  headlines  that 
screamed,  "New  AIDS  Scourge:  10,000 
Germans  Will  Die."  The  department  of 
health  followed  up  the  report  by  announ- 
cing it  would  introduce  legislation  provid- 
ing three-year  prison  sentences  for  gay 
men  "contaminated  by  AIDS"  who  con- 
tinue to  have  sex. 

Public  hysteria  reached  a  peak  Novem- 
ber 14  when  a  young  man  suspected  of 
having  AIDS  collapsed  on  a  city  bus  in 
Hamburg.  Newspapers  speculated  on  the 
fate  of  fellow  passengers  and  the  bus  was 
disinfected  by  police  before  being  re- 
turned to  public  use.  The  man  turned  out 
to  have  had  a  brain  hemorrhage. 

There  are  presently  1 12  confirmed 
cases  of  AIDS  in  West  Germany  and  the 
department  of  health  estimates  that  as 
many  as  35  percent  of  the  country's  gay 
men  may  have  come  into  contact  with  the 
AIDS  virus  HTLV-3. 

In  the  United  States,  tests  are  showing 
that  from  70  to  90  percent  of  the  nation's 
12,000  severe  hemophiliacs  have  been  in- 
fected by  HTLV-3,  possibly  the  highest  in- 
cidence of  contact  among  any  of  the 
high-risk  groups.  Only  45  hemophiliacs 
have  developed  AIDS  symptoms,  however 
—  a  ratio  of  more  than  200  infected  per- 


sons for  every  case  of  AIDS.  The  long  in- 
cubation period  for  the  syndrome  leaves 
scientists  uncertain  how  many  of  those  in- 
fected will  go  on  to  experience  symptoms. 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  urban  gay 
men  tested  have  antibodies  for  the  virus. 
Total  AIDS  cases  across  the  US  were  up  to 
6,993  as  of  November  26. 

Scientists  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  have  reported  isolating  HTLV-3 
in  the  semen  of  an  apparently  healthy  gay 
man.  The  finding  confirms  the  theory 
that  people  without  symptoms  are  able  to 
pass  the  virus  on  to  others.  Martin 
Hirsch,  a  doctor  at  the  hospital,  told  an 
October  19  press  conference  that  the  virus 
was  most  likely  transmitted  by  anal  inter- 
course. Reearchers  in  Paris,  New  York, 
Washington  and  Israel  have  also  con- 
firmed finding  HTLV-3  in  the  semen  of 
AIDS  patients. 

A  still  unpublished  study  by  research- 
ers at  the  US  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
concludes  that  poppers  may  play  a  role  in 
the  development  of  Kaposi's  sarcoma 
(KS).  The  study  focuses  on  differences 
between  AIDS  patients  who  have  con- 
tracted KS,  those  who  have  both  KS  and 
PCP  (a  kind  of  pneumonia  contracted  by 
60  percent  of  AIDS  patients)  and  those 
with  PCP  only.  Nitrate  inhalents  (pop- 
pers) were  the  outstanding  variable  asso- 
ciated with  KS  and  KS-PCP.  Receptive 
anal  intercourse  (getting  fucked  in  the 
ass)  without  a  condom  emerged  as  the 
second  most  significant  variable. 

American  scientists  also  announced 
they  had  succeeded  in  transmitting  AIDS 
from  human  blood  to  chimpanzees. 
Three  chimps  were  injected  with  HTLV-3- 
infected  plasma.  One  chimp  developed 
lymphadenopathy,  showed  a  suppressed 
immune  system  and  developed  antibodies 
to  HTLV-3,  but  later  recovered.  The  other 
two  showed  no  symptoms.  The  success  at 
developing  transmission  of  AIDS  to 
animals  will  speed  up  research  into  a  cure 
for  the  syndrome.  The  chimp's  recovery 
also  raised  hope  for  thousands  of  people 
who  have  come  into  contact  with  HTLV-3. 

"Before,  it  was  thought  that  you  get 
the  virus  and  you  are  going  to  be  doomed 
from  then  on,"  said  Dr  Jorg  Eichberg  of 
the  Southwest  Foundation  for  Biomedi- 


cal  Research.  "I  don't  think  that's  true 
anymore.  If  you  get  infected  and  you  are 
immune  competent,  you  can  overcome 
the  disease." 

In  Japan,  a  drug  derived  from  a  mush- 
room, lentinan,  has  successfully  been 
used  to  improve  the  conditions  of  two  pa- 
tients suffering  from  AIDS-related  illness- 
es and  who  had  tested  positive  for  HTLV 
viruses.  The  drug  has  been  used  to  reduce 
tumour  growth  in  Japanese  patients  since 
1969,  and  it  is  believed  to  stimulate  the 
immune  system.  In  Washington,  another 
drug,  Pentamidine,  has  been  approved  by 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration.  Pen- 
tamidine has  been  found,  in  some  cases, 
to  be  effective  in  treating  PCP.  However, 
the  drug  has  serious  side  effects  and  does 
nothing  to  correct  the  underlying  immune 
disorder. 

In  Boston,  doctors  have  succeeded  in 
partially  rebuilding  the  immune  system  of 
an  AIDS  patient  by  giving  him  transfu- 
sions of  white  blood  cells,  called  helper 
T-cell  lymphocytes,  and  a  bone-marrow 
transplant  from  his  identical  twin.  Al- 
though the  patient  experienced  a  marked 
temporary  improvement,  his  condition 
deteriorated  after  10  months  and  he  died 
of  multiple  infections. 

"You  can  imagine  how  excited  we  were 
during  those  few  months,"  said  Dr  Clif- 


GALOPing  after 
the  bobbies 

Londoners  keeps  tabs  on  a 
police  force  "out  of  control" 

LONDON  —  In  spite  of  their  friend- 
ly, non-aggressive  image,  the  London 
"bobbies"  seem  to  share  some  of  the 
same  problems  as  gun-toting  North 
American  cops,  according  to  a  recent 
report  commissioned  by  the  Metropol- 
itan Police  themselves. 

The  report  found  the  force  to  be 
"out  of  control"  and  its  officers 
"deeply  prejudiced"  against  minori- 
ties, the  poor,  and  others  they  term 
"the  slag  of  society."  The  report  al- 
leged that  police  at  "the  Met"  believe 
part  of  their  job  is  to  personally 
punish  wrongdoers,  and  claim  the  pol- 
ice fabricate  and  manipulate  evidence 
to  their  own  advantage. 

Those  communities  whose  members 
are  often  victims  of  police  abuse  have 
organized  around  the  police  commit- 
tee of  the  Labour-run  Greater  London 
Council  to  monitor  police  activity  and 
work  for  police  accountability. 
GALOP,  the  Gay  London  Police 
Monitoring  Group,  is  one  of  more 
than  30  organizations  funded  by  the 
council  to  work  on  policing  issues. 

GALOP  tries  to  combat  anti-gay 
attitudes  within  the  police  force, 
gathers  information  on  policing  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities  and  pro- 
vides advice  and  assistance  to  men  and 
women  in  trouble  with  the  law.  It 
operates  a  24-hour  phoneline  to  pro- 
vide legal  advice  and  lawyer  referrals, 
and  to  record  complaints  against  the 
police.  GALOP  also  distributes  a 
wallet-sized  card  with  one  side  describ- 
ing the  group's  activities  and  the  other 
advising  the  reader  about  what  to  do, 
and  not  to  do,  if  arrested. 

GALOP  and  its  counterparts  in 
other  London  communities  are  cur- 
rently threatened  with  extinction  by 
the  Thatcher  government's  attempt  to 
legislate  the  Greater  London  Council 
out  of  existence. 

Tourists  and  residents  in  London 
who  run  into  trouble  with  the  police- 
can  contact  GALOP  at  5  Caledonia 
Road,  London  N  l  9DX,  or  the  Gay 
Switchboard  at  (01)  837-7324. 

J'dcqui  Crealbalih 


ford  Lane  of  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health.  "Then  to  see  the  disease  recur- 
ring made  us  think  that  those  additional 
lymphocytes  were  being  attacked  in  the 
same  manner"  by  the  AIDS  virus.  The 
doctors  concluded,  "efforts  directed 
toward  restoring  the  immune  system  may 
be  doomed  to  failure  if  strategies  are  not 
devised  that  can  deal  with  the  causitive 
factors."  D 

Bathhouses  reopen, 
but  must  clean  up  act 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Superior  Court 
Judge  Roy  Wonder  ruled  November  28 
that  this  city's  gay  baths  and  sex  business- 
es could  reopen  if  they  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent activities  which  could  spread  AIDS. 

Several  San  Francisco  baths  had  been 
closed  by  court  order  since  October  9. 

Judge  Wonder  received  arguments 
against  the  closure  from  representatives 
of  bath  owners  and  patrons,  Bay  Area 
Lawyers  for  Individual  Freedom,  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  the 
Bay  Area  Physicians  for  Human  Rights. 
Gay  historian  Allan  Berube  provided  a 
lengthy  document  outlining  the  impor- 
tant role  the  bathhouses  have  played  in 
the  development  of  the  gay  community. 

"As  a  historian,  it  is  clear  to  me  a 
government  campaign  to  dismantle  gay 
institutions,  even  in  the  well-motivated 
attempt  to  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS,  will 
only  backfire,"  he  wrote.  "Instead,  the 
city  should  join  the  gay  community  in 
using  these  institutions  creatively." 

In  order  to  remain  open,  the  baths  and 
other  sex  businesses  may  have  to  fill  in 
glory  holes,  close  orgy  rooms  and  even 
remove  doors  from  private  cubicles.  Law- 
yer Duke  Armstrong,  representing  three 
of  the  businesses,  called  the  decision  a 
"very  significant  victory  for  the  gay  com- 
munity" and  "a  repudiation  of  the  blan- 
ket closure." 

The  major  impact  of  the  bath  closure 
seems  to  have  been  an  increase  in  "public 
sex"  in  the  city.  Greater  numbers  of  men 
were  reported  congregating  in  alleyways 
in  the  South  of  Market  district  and  in 
parks.  Arrests  are  reported  to  have  in- 
creased, with  some  charges  of  rough 
handling  by  the  police. 

The  San  Francisco  Central  YMCA 
closed  its  steam  room  and  sauna  Novem- 
ber 1  and  posted  a  sign:  "The  Central 
YMCA  is  not  a  bathhouse.  We  will  not 
function  as  one."  The  Y  threatened  to 
take  further  action  "if  this  does  not  curb 
sexual  activity."  The  steam  room  ban 
lasted  just  36  hours  before  complaints  by 
angry  members,  and  threats  to  cancel 
membership  and  demand  refunds,  forced 
management  to  relent. 

In  spite  of  evidence  that  closure  did  lit- 
tle to  restrict  sexual  activity  throughout 
the  city,  and  may  in  fact  have  hampered 
the  distribution  of  AIDS  information  to 
the  community,  Mayor  Diane  Feinstein 
said  she  was  "very  disappointed"  with 
the  judge's  decision.  Feinstein's  supple- 
mental spending  measure,  which  allocat- 
ed a  further  $2.4  million  to  different 
AIDS  projects,  had  breezed  through  city 
hall  October  24.  There  has  been  some 
speculation  that  the  mayor  had  been 
holding  up  the  money  until  the  health 
department  had  agreed  to  crack  down  on 
bathhouse  sex. □ 

World  news  credits 
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ESCAPE  WITH  ENCORE! 


Let  Encore  help  you 
Find  a  place  in  the  sun 
Or  on  the  slopes. 
We're  specialists  in 
More  Affordable  Air  Fares 
And  can  get  you  from 
Here  to  there f 
For  more  fun, 
With  less  money! 


SELL  •  OFFS    AvHeble  on  moil  package  holiday 

meaty  Monday,  prior  to  the  weekend  daparture 


ENCORE  TRAVEL  LIMITED 
469  CHURCH  STREET,  TORONTO 
1416)9618861 
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TBP'S  CUIDE  TO  WHAT'S  COMING  UP  IN  TORONTO  THIS  MONTH 


TV 

SONJA  MILLS 


□  Victor/ Victoria.  In  this  hilarious  and  most 
entertaining  1982  film,  Robert  Preston  por- 
trays a  lavish  faggot,  Alex  Karras  plays  a 
closet  faggot,  and  James  Garner  plays  a 
Chicago  nightclub  owner  who  gets  mistaken 
for  a  faggot  —  because  he  falls  in  love  with 
Julie  Andrews,  who  is  pretending  to  be  a 
faggot.  This  is  possibly  the  finest  gender-fuck 
film  to  come  out  of  Hollywood,  and  really, 
Ms  Andrews  is  darling  in  drag.  CTV(Ch  9, 
Cable  8),  Sunday,  December  30,  9  pm. 


JON  KAPLAN 

The  Go  Go  Boys.  A  new  play  from 
England,  devised  by  performers  Howard 
Lester  and  Andrew  Alty,  dealing  with  the 
friendship  between  a  gay  man  and  one  who 
claims  to  be  strictly  straight.  Opening  at 
Theatre  Passe  Muraille  Friday,  January  4  and 
running  for  three  weeks.  Half  the  proceeds 
from  the  opening  night  performance  will  be 
donated  to  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee, 
and  that  night's  performance  will  be  followed 
by  a  dance.  For  times  and  ticket  prices,  call 
363-2416. 

Blowjob.  Snoo  Wilson's  1971  piece  about  a 
pair  of  skinheads  who  dress  as  a  holidaying 
couple  (one  of  them  in  drag)  and  go  to  Man- 
chester to  rob  an  old  queen.  The  plot  also  in- 
volves a  security  guard  who's  just  coming 
out.  An  episodic  and  surrealistic  piece,  with 
emphasis  on  violence.  December  1 8  to  23, 


8:30  pm,  with  late-night  shows  at  1 1 :30  on 
Friday  and  Saturday.  A-co-production  of 
another-stage  and  the  Theatre  Centre.  At  the 
Poor  Alex,  296  Brunswick  Ave.  927-8998. 

□  The  Glad  Hand.  Another  Snoo  Wilson 
play,  about  a  fascist's  search  to  find  and 
destroy  the  Antichrist.  The  oil  tanker  on 
which  he  and  his  cohorts  are  travelling  picks 
up  Marylin,  a  charismatic,  intellectual  lesbi- 
an, who  is  forced  into  the  hunt  when  she 
finds  onboard  her  girlfriend's  entire  family. 
January  9  to  13,  8:30  pm.  An  Equity  Show- 
case production  at  Harbourfront,  235 
Queen's  Quay  W.  963-9226. 

□  Rhubarb  Festival.  The  annual  workshop 
production  of  new  material  sponsored  by 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times.  Given  that  sponsor- 
ship, odds  are  good  that  the  work  of  gay 
writer/performers  will  be  included,  though  at 
press  time  the  specifics  hadn't  been  made 
final.  January  21  to  February  3  at  the  Theatre 
Centre,  Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296  Brunswick 
Ave.  927-8998. 

H  Hua  Pi,  or  The  Devil  Paints  a  Woman. 
A  theatrical  dance /song /poetry  adaptation 
of  a  Chinese  legend  about  a  devil  who  dresses 
in  drag  in  order  to  seduce  a  scholar  —  and  get 
his  heart  to  eat.  Through  December  23,  Wed- 
nesday-Saturday at  8:30  pm,  weekend  matin- 
ees at  2  pm.  Winchester  Street  Theatre,  80 
Winchester  St.  536-4352. 

!The  Maids.  Jean  Genet's  classic  piece 
about  two  "sisters"  who  plot  the  murder  of 
their  employer  and  are  bound  together  in 
their  crime  by  a  relationship  of  emotional 
S/  M  and  mutual  dependence.  Directed  by 
Doug  Cowan.  University  College  Play- 
house,79A  St  George  St,  January  13-19. 
978-6307. 


□  New  World.  John  Murrell's  new  play  about 
a  family  reunion  on  Vancouver  Island,  hosted 
by  one  of  the  brothers  who  is  living  with  his 
French-Canadian  lover.  Directed  by  Robin 
Phillips,  the  show  features  William  Hutt  and 
Martha  Henry.  Previews  January  10;  opens 
January  17;  runs  through  February  9.  A  Cen- 
trestage  production  at  the  St  Lawrence  Cen- 
tre, 27  Front  St  E.  366-7723. 

□  The  Toronto  Dance  Theatre.  One  of  the 
most  important  companies  on  the  Canadian 
modern  dance  scene,  TDT  brings  a  collection 
of  works  to  the  dance  series  at  Harbourfront's 
Premiere  Dance  Theatre  January  8  to  12,  8 
pm.  Tickets:  BASS  outlets  or  869-8444. 

□  You  Too  Would  Enjoy  Her.  A  contempo- 
rary Spanish  play  by  Ana  Diosdado  in  its  first 
English  staging,  about  the  exploitation  of  a 
woman  by  big  business  and  the  media.  The 
production  is,  in  part,  a  celebration  of  the 
centennial  of  women  at  the  University  of  Tor- 
onto. January  16  to  19,  and  23  to  26,  at  8  pm. 
Hart  House  Theatre,  University  of  Toronto. 
978-8668. 

□  Give  Them  a  Carrot  (For  as  Long  as  the 
Sun  is  Green).  Native  Earth  Performing  Arts 
presents  an  adaptation  of  Samuel  Beckett's 
Waiting  for  Godot,  featuring  an  all-native 
cast  directed  by  Muriel  Miguel  of  New  York's 
Spiderwoman  Theater.  The  adaptation,  col- 
lectively written,  transposes  Beckett's  play  to 
reflect  contemporary  native  reality.  Decem- 
ber 19  to  22  at  8  pm  at  the  Native  Centre  Au- 
ditorium, 16  Spadina  Road  (phone  964-9087, 
ext  31).  Reopens  January  lOto  13  and  17  to 
20  at  the  Theatre  Centre,  296  Brunswick  Ave 
(phone  927-8998). 

□  The  Canadian  Opera  Company.  The  com- 
pany's winter  season  features  repertory  per- 
formances of  Leonard  Bernstein's  Candide 
(in  the  staging  by  Harold  Prince  for  the  New 
York  City  Opera),  a  musical  about  the  ironies 
of  this  "best  of  all  possible  worlds"  (January 
19,23,25,28  and  31;  February  2,3,5,8  and  9), 
and  Gounod's  Faust,  the  lyric  retelling  of  the 
old  deal-with-the-devil  story  (January  26  and 
29;  February  1 ,  4,  7  and  10).  O'Keefe  Centre, 
Front  and  Yonge  Sts.  Ticketron  outlets  or 
598-0437. 

□  Gypsies.  Formerly  Mushrooms  Restau- 
rant, Gypsies  has  daily  musical  theatre  pre- 
sentations for  its  diners.  Monday  it's  Broad- 
way tryouts;  Tuesday,  return  engagements 
for  successful  performers;  Wednesday 
through  Saturday,  an  artist  presents  Broad- 
way material;  Sunday  brunch  includes  music 
in  a  classical  vein.  49  Front  St  E.  368-1898. 

□  Norman,  Is  That  You?  Gale  Gordon 
(remember  Mr  Mooney  on  The  Lucy  Show? 
or,  if  you're  older,  Mr  Conklin  on  Our  Miss 
Brooks!)  plays  the  perturbed  parent  of  a  gay 
son  in  the  Ron  Clark/Sam  Bobrick  comedy. 
Teller's  Cage,  Commerce  Court.  862-1434. 

MOVIES 

PHIL  SHAW 

□  All  of  Me.  Lily  Tomlin  and  Steve 
Martin  are  hysterical  in  this  story  of 
misplaced  reincarnation.  A  Carl  Reiner 
comedy  triumph.  Eaton  Centre,  Market 
Square.  296-Fll.M. 

□  Another  Country.  This  film,  set  in  '30s 
Britain,  goes  after  the  question,  "Why  did 
the  upper-class  public  school  system  produce 
Commies  and  queers?"  Somehow,  it  misses  a 
lot  of  the  passion,  though.  Still  running  at  the 
Carlton  Cinemas.  296-FILM. 

nstranger  than  Paradise.  Alternative  film 
director  Jim  Jarmusch  has  delivered  an 
adamantly  peculiar  tale  of  man-to-man  and 
man-to-woman-cousin  bonding  in  the  boho 
new-wave  communities  in  today's  New  York, 
Cleveland  and  Florida  (?!).  Carlton  Cinemas. 
296-FILM. 
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Just  The  Way  You  Are.  Kristy  McNichol 
deserves  all  the  kudos  she  can  get  for  her  fine 
comic  turn  here.  She  plays  a  physically  handi- 
capped person  finding  out  —  and  proving  — 
who  she  is.  Co-star  is  Michael  Ontkean  (who 
did  it  with  Harry  Hamlin  in  Making  Love). 
Uptown  Backstage,  922-3113. 


ART 

SONJA  MILLS 


□  Sara  Diamond.  The  artist  and  writer 
presents  a  video  installation  at  A  Space,  204 
Spadina  Ave,  until  Saturday,  January  26. 
Hours:  Tuesday-Friday,  10  am  to  5  pm; 
Saturday,  noon  to  5  pm.  Admission  is  free. 
D  Charles  Pachler.  The  artist  who  incurred 
the  wrath  of  Harold  Ballard  by  putting  the 
Toronto  Maple  Laffs  and  the  Montreal  Cana- 
diens  together  in  the  upcoming  College  sub- 
way murals,  and  who  enraged  monarchists  by 
putting  the  Queen  on  a  moose,  shows  new 
works  with  a  familiar  theme  (and  familiar 
names —  Davenport  and  Bay;  Queen  and  Bay) 
at  Harbourfront,  Queen's  Quay  Terminal,  2nd 
fl.  For  information:  860-0268. 

MUSIC 

SONJA  MILLS 

n  Bratty.  Friday,  January  18,  the  music  of 
Bratty  is  featured  at  a  dance  sponsored  by  the 
Ryerson  Women's  Centre.  At  Oakham 
House,  63  Gould  St  (at  Church),  598-9838. 
Bratty  will  also  play  at  the  Rivoli  (334  Queen 
St  W,  596-1908),  Friday,  January  25.  See  pro- 
file, page  31. 

IIMoon.  A  Winter  Solstice  Celebration  with 
Moon  Joyce,  singer-songwriter  from  Winni- 
peg, presented  by  the  New  Trojan  Horse  and 
Womynly  Way  Productions.  Friday,  Decem- 
ber 21  and  Saturday,  December  22,  8  pm.  179 
Danforth  Ave,  461-8367.  Admission:  $4;  half 
price  for  children. 


MATT  GOULD  AT 

THE  NANCY  POOLE 

STUDIO  FROM  JAN  19 


LIVELY 
PROVOCATIVE  & 
UNTRADITIONAL 


Artist  Matt  Gould  sits  reflectively  among 
several  studies  of  acquaintances  and  local 
people  —  like  the  abattoir  assistant  (left) 
glimpsed  one  morning  from  the  artist 's 
bedroom  window.  These  and  other 
revealing  works  will  be  on  display  during 
Gould's  upcoming  show  at  the  Nancy 
Poole  Studio,  16  Hazelton  A  venue,  from 
January  19  through  31.  This  show  by  one 
of  Toronto 's  most  provocative  and  lively 
gay  artists  will  bring  together  both  recent 
and  older  works,  many  of  them  large,  ttn- 
traditional  "portraits"  whose  colours 
and  textures  are  clearly  inspired  by 
Gould's  love  of  Oriental  painting. 

"This  show  marks  the  end  of  an  earlier 
phase  of  my  development, ' '  says  Gould, 
"but  it  also  points  to  changes  in  both 
style  and  subject  matter.  These  really 
mark  the  start  of  a  whole  new  phase  for 
my  work."  PGRaker\  I 


NIGHTLIFE 


Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 


RESTAURANTS 

Abundance.  Easygoing  elegance  under  the  chic  condos 
of  The  Bentley  81  Church  SI  368-2867 

Bemelman's  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles  bar.  pricey 
reslaurant  83 Bloor St W  9600306 


□  Cafe  New  Orleans.  Best  people-peeking  perch  on  one  of 
the  cruisiest  corners  in  town.  618  Yonge  St.  922-2439. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  daily  specials.  418 
Church  St.  977-4702. 

□  Chaps  Cafe.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 ,99  soup/sand- 
wich lunch  special.  $5-$6  range  9  Isabella  St,  921-3012. 
D  Church  Street  Cafe.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the  heart  of 
Ihe  ghetto.  Daily  to  12,  Sun:  10  am-5  pm.  485  Church  St. 
925-1155. 

•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great  wines 
Brunch:  $6.95.  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home-cooked 
meals.  Sunday  brunch  $3.95. 18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040 

□  Fare  Exchange.  Intimate  neighbourhood  restaurant,  cafe 
upstairs.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924. 

D  Fenton's.  Rub  elbows  with  the  establishment  (if  you  can 
afford  it).  Less  expensive  room  downstairs.  2  Gloucester 
St.  961-8485. 

□  Golden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc.  inexpensive  place  for 
Sunday  brunch.  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044. 

dThe  Griffon  Arms.  Quiel  neighbourhood  eatery;  cheap 
evening  specials.  117  Dundas  St  E.  365-9825. 

•  Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant  Live  music  Fri-Sun  nights: 
Sunday  brunch  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament)  861-1461 

La  Strega  Cafe.  Open  till  4  am  Thurs-Sat  118  Avenue 
Rd.  921-6095 

•  Lipstick.  Daytime  meals,  burgers,  late  night  snacks, 
and  loud  music  4  30  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends)  580  Par- 
liament St  922-6655 

•  Pjmbletl's.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub  Imported 
draught,  desserts  249  Gerrard  St  E  929-9525 

Pizza  Nova.  Italian-style  bistro  and  pleasant  gathering 
spot  in  the  middle  of  gay  downtown  —  562  Church,  at 
Wellesley  Live  performances  961-2204 

Queen  Mother  Cat*.  Comfortably  new-wave  crowd  ima- 
ginative eats  206  Queen  SI  W  598-4719 

•  Raclatte.  French  cuisine  and  great  by  the  glass  wine 
lisl  361  Queen  St  W  593-0934 

Rivoli.  Exotic  snacks,  inventive  specials',  reasonable 
prices  Check  the  back  ol  the  menu  for  what's  going  on  in 
their  performance  space  in  the  back  334  Queen  St  W 
596-1908 

Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night  dining 
328  Oueen  St  W  596-6405 

Sgana  Landing.  Patio  reslaurant  Seafood,    tour  ol 
France"  specials  40  Stadium  Road  (Balhurst  & 
Lakeshore).  368-7794 

Together  Continental  menu  specials  Sunday 
allyoucaneat/$6  457  Church  SI  923  3469 


•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco.  After-hours  Fn  and  Sat  till 
4  am  ($2  cover  which  includes  one  free  drink).  No  cover 
Sundays. 

□  Boots  (at  the  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  Si  921-1035  Bar. 
cozy  booths  and  dance  floor  Dynasty  night  Wed  Boots' 
reslaurant  The  Galleria.  open  Mon-Fn  6-11  30,  Sunday 
brunch. 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St  977-9955 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar,  preppy  crowd 

□  Bud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-3142 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor 

□  Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St  368-2824  Licenced  private 
dance  club  for  women  Fn  and  Sat  only 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702  Piano  sing- 
along  bar,  very  chatty 

D  Chaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge)  921-3012  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar  with  sexy  slides 

Chez  Moi.  30  Hayden  921-5566  St  Downstairs  dining 
room  with  stand-up  bars,  upstairs  bar  with  dance  floor 
Open  Sundays 

Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666  Dance  floor,  dining 
area  Open  4  pm.  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights 

The  Hitch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St  Bar/  restaurani  Mon- 
Fri.  7  30  pm-10  pm.  Fri/Sat.  midnight  to  3  am  Sun 
brunch  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner  5  pm-10  pm  925-9998 

Kathna's.  5  St  Joseph  St  961-4740  Stand-up  bar  with 
dance  floor,  younger  crowd  Fn  and  Sal  to  4  am  Sun 
T-dances  Cover  charge  weekends  Dining  lounge 

101.  101  Jarvis  at  Richmond  368-8805  Great  dance 
floor  and  lots  ol  videos  upstairs,  lounge  downstairs  Open 
Sunday 

Oz  1  Isabella  St  961-0790  Large  bar  and  disco  Sun 
day  afternoon  tea  Also  after  hours  ($3) 

Parkside  Tavern  530  Yonge  Si  922  3844  Mens 
beverage  room,  side  entrance  Closed  Sun 

The  Quest  665  Yonge  Si  964  8641   Upstairs  Rusty's 
Cabaret,  featuring  lemale  impersonators  (no  cover) 
Downstairs  piano  bar.  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards 

St  Charles  Tavern  488  Yonge  St  925-551 7  Large 
beverage  rooms 

Together  457  Church  St  923  3469  Lesbian  bar.  dining 
room 

The  Tool  Box.  Leather  club  bar  with  patio  meals  Club 
night  Thurs  18  Eastern  Ave  869  9294 
continued  on  pagi 
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your  language... 


You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all, 
you're  at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sureyou  get  the  best.  It'salanguage 
we  understand. 


(X 


^i  .We  have  top  quality 
^  fS^        fresh  meats ,  fresh 

fish  and  shellfish 


C*' 


&&■ 


We're  friendly  and 
courteous  and  eager 
to  help  you. 


,w.We  carry  a  wide 
^  h$&       selection  of  cheese, 

deli  and  imported 
food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we 
cater  food  trays. 


•••Can  we 
talk? 

Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  to  8pm  Mon-Thurs,  9pm  Fri,  6pm  Sat. 


RICHARD  BROWN  •  993  QUEEN  STREET  W.  TORONTO  •  535-1S37 


Furniture  Fact  No.  9:  Zig-zag  shapes,  sinuous  springs  can  give 
firm  seating  almost  as  comfortable  as  coil  springs.  However,  if 
improperly  installed  or  subjected  to  rapid  vertical  flexing,  they 
often  come  loose  from  the  frame. 

*  FREE  ESTIMATES  •  10%  GAY  DISCOUNT  •       ___ 


MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL 


(Uriffim 


S< 
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fining  lounge 

"Good  food...  Friendly  atmosphere" 

For  That  Quiet  Difference 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (Near  Church  St.),Toronto 
365-9825 
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□  Avalon.  530  Yonge  St.  upstairs.  Fri  ($5)  and  Sat  ($7) 
from  midnight.  Sun  ($5)  from  1 1  pm. 

□  Chaps.  See  Bars,  above. 

□  The  Diamond.  410  Sherbourne  St,  927-9010.  Young  and 
trendy. 

□  Oz.  See  Bars,  above. 

□Twilight  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W.  977-3347.  New 
wave.  Fn-Sat,  $8;  Sun:  gay  night.  $6. 

□  Voodoo  Club.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrina's). 
960-9335.  Newwave.  Weekends.  $7. 

□  The  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge,  upstairs.  Thur  9  pm-1  am.  Fri- 
Sat9pm-4am,  Sun4pm-9pm  $2  cover  ($1  after  11) 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  593-0499.  Leather/ 
denim.  6  pm-10  am;  24  hours  on  weekends. 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  24  hours 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St. 
598-2110.  24  hours. 


COMMUNITY 


SOCIAL  & 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

DAIDS  Committee  ol  Toronto.  See  Health,  below. 

□  Bridges.  118  Spruce  St,  M5A  2J5  Michael  Riordon 
(923-8089).  Group  connecting  lesbian,  gay  and  third  world  libera- 
tion struggles. 

□  Chutzpah.  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S2R4,  489-4662  Group  lor 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

□Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G3.  533-6824  Toronto  office:  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4 

□  Committee  to  Oelend  John  Damien.  291  Ontario  St.  Apt  6. 
M5A2V8.  925-6729" 

□  Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  John  Grube.  961-8947 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT)  —  Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

□  Gay  Alliance  at  York.  c/oCYSF.  105  Central  Sq,  York  University. 
4700KeeleSt.  Downsview,  ON  M3J  1P3.  667-2515. 

□  Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6.  Into:  Alan  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  961-4161. 

□  Gay  Association  of  Maritimers  in  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  for  Maritimers  moving  to  Toronto. 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  ol  Toronto.  Box  2212.  Stn  P.  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  lor  gay  and  lesbian  community  proiects 

□  Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCDC).  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  Organizes  community  lund-raising  dances 

□  Gay  Courtwatch.  Room  337.  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay) 
362-6928. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Box  187,  Sin  F,  M4Y  2L5.  364-4164. 
Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm 

□  Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE).  Box  793. 
StnO.  M4T2N7. 

□  Gay  SIG.  Drawer  C622,  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9  Group  ot  gay  members  ol  MENSA  in  Canada 

□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  215  Danforth  Ave.  N°  4.  M4K  1N2. 
466-6020  Organizes  courses  in  selt-delence  in  and  out  ot  Toronto 
C  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  c/o  SAC  Office.  1 2  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle. University  ot  Toronto.  M5S  1 A1   Info  Chris  (964-0701 )  or 
Eldon  (927-8866). 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Brampton,  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Brampton-Mississauga)  group  lor  gays  and  lesbians 
Gayline  West:  453-4426, 

□  GLAD  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  lor  Disarmament).  Box  5794,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1P2  921-1938. 

□  Glad  Day  Defence  Fund.  648A  Yonge  St.  M4Y  2A6  961-4161 
"  International  Gay  Association  (Toronto),  c/o  Toronto  Gay 
Community  Council,  below 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC.  1 2  Hart  House 
Circle.  U  of  T.  M5S  1A1   533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra). 

Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  ol  Toronto.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2  961-7338 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793.  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7.  Organizes  annual  summer  celebration. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre  M4Y  2C9 

Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group.  Into  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

Lesbian  Mothers'  Delense  Fund  Box  38.  Sin  E.  M6H  4E1 
465-6822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Box  6597.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4  Into 
Michelle  at  789-4541  or  Debbie  at  964-7477  Speakers  tor  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Box  6579.  Sin  A.  M5W  1 X4 
Lesbian-teminisl  political  action  group 

Lesbians  ol  Colour  Political/social  group  Into  c/o  Box  7289. 
Stn  A.  M5W1X9 

Metamorphosis  Box  5963  StnA,  M5W  1P4  Transsexual  coun- 
selling and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  Box  792.  Stn  F 
M4Y  2N7  964-1049 

Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus.  York  University.  4700  Keele  St. 
Downsview,  M3J  2R5  532-2443  (Peter)  or  463-4721  (Shelley) 

Parents  and  Friends  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays  Toronto  52  Roxaline  St 
Weslon  ON  M9T  2Y9  Into  Pauline  Martin  at  244-2105 

Parents  ot  Gays  Misslssauga  c/o  Anne  Rutledge.  3323  Kings 
MaslmgsCres  Mississauga  L5L  1G5  820-5130 

Queen  ol  Hearts.  Organizing  group  lor  gay  Filipino  beauly  pageant 
Dario  759  3788  or  Alfredo  461-2800 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC)  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 
Defence  committee  tor  gays  arrested  under  bawdyhouse  laws 
Cheques  or  charges  pyable  lo  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  lor  RTPC  Into 
961-8046  or  362  2877  Also  runs  Courtwatch  (362  6928) 

Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  For  meeting  dales  call  923GAYS 
Spouses  of  Gays  206  St  Clair  Ave  W  M4V  1R2  920  5546  (Caryn 

Miller) 

continued  on  pagi 
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EXPLORING  A 
DOUBLE  IDENTITY 

Orientations,  a  video  profile  which  looks 
at  being  gay  and  Asian  in  Toronto,  pre- 
miered to  an  enthusiastic  audience  at  A 
Space  Gallery  November  8  and  9. 

"I  wanted  to  do  it  for  a  long  time," 
says  its  creator,  Richard  Fung.  "There 
has  been  no  audio-visual  material  on  gay 
and  lesbian  Asians.  I  wanted  to  fill  this 
gap.  I  wanted  us  to  speak  for  ourselves;  I 
didn't  want  'experts'  to  speak  about  us." 

Fung  has  therefore  omitted  a  narrator, 
presenting  us  instead  with  a  panorama  of 
subjects,  each  speaking  candidly  about 
such  topics  as  racism,  sexuality,  coming 
out  and  politics.  Fung  depicts  each  sub- 
ject in  a  variety  of  settings,  so  that  each 
emerges  as  a  multi-dimensional  being 
who  arouses  our  empathy.  Though  the 
video  is  aimed  primarily  at  Asians,  non- 
Asians  (including  non-whites)  may  gain 
insight  into  their  own  unintentional 
biases. 

Being  a  member  of  a  racial  minority 
can  be  especially  trying  in  a  gay  context, 
where  so  much  emphasis  in  placed  on 
physical  appearance.  Lloyd,  a  handsome 
East  Asian  of  Chinese  origin,  relates, 
"Sometimes,  when  you  are  fn  a  bar,  they 
make  you  feel  so  unattractive.  You  may 
see  a  guy  you  find  attractive  but  he 
doesn't  seem  interested."  For  some 
Asians  who've  recently  come  out,  each 
rejection  seems  a  personal  putdown. 
Older  men  particularly  like  to  cruise 
young  Asians,  perhaps  in  the  hope  that 
being  white  is  enough  in  itself  to  attract 
them. 

Both  the  gay  and  straight  media  have 
bombarded  us  with  images  of  gays  as  ex- 
clusively white  and  Anglo-Saxon.  I  have 
always  felt  that  in  order  to  conform  to 
what  is  generally  accepted  as  gay  I  auto- 
matically had  to  reject  my  Eastern  iden- 
tity. This  video  has  demonstrated  that  it's 
possible  to  retain  an  ethnic  identity  as 
well  as  a  gay  one. 

Although  Richard  Fung  has  done  well 
covering  such  a  wide  spectrum  of  gay 
Asians,  sadly  he  had  to  omit  older 
Asians.  In  spite  of  endeavors  to  include 
them,  older  Asians  seemed  reluctant  to 
participate,  since  they  rely  on  their  own 
community  more  than  younger  Asians 
do.  Ostracism  could  effect  them  socially 


as  well  as  occupationally. 

Funding  for  the  project  came  entirely 
from  a  single  grant  of  $2,500  from  the 
Toronto  Gay  Community  Appeal.  John 
Greyson,  a  video  artist  and  documentary 
maker,  generously  donated  his  time  and 
talent  as  cameraman,  and  the  music  was 
composed  by  Glenn  Schellenberg. 

Both  regional  and  international  groups 
have  demonstrated  interest  in  exhibiting 
this  pioneering  tape.  In  you're  interested 
in  seeing  it,  contact  Gay  Asians  Toronto 
at  Box  752,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N6. 

Philip  SolankiD 

NOT  SO  OUT 
IN 


With  the  phenomenal  box-office  success 
of  Ghandi,  Western  popular  interest  in 
India  has  been  revived.  Britain's  Granada 
Television's  contribution  to  "India 
fever"  is  The  Jewel  in  the  Crown,  a 
15-part  series  whose  title  refers  to  India's 
one-time  distinction  as  the  "jewel"  of  the 
British  Empire.  The  last  turbulent  years 
of  British  dominance  provide  the  setting 
for  this  compelling  15-hour  drama, 
adapted  from  Paul  Scott's  four  novels, 
collectively  known  as  The  Raj  Quartet. 

The  action  begins  in  1942  as  the  inde- 
pendence movement  is  gaining  momen- 
tum. Hari  Kumar  (the  proverbial  English- 
man in  brown  skin)  is  falsely  accused  of 
raping  his  lover,  Lady  Daphne  Manners. 
In  later  episodes,  Kumar  reveals  that 
Ronald  Merrick,  the  racist  interrogating 
officer,  himself  made  sexual  advances 
during  the  investigation.  Naturally  the 
British  hierarchy  suppreses  this  informa- 
tion because  "it  would  be  the  word  of  an 
Englishman  against  the  word  of  an  In- 
dian." Kumar's  wrongful  conviction 
stands  as  a  reminder  of  the  racism  and  in- 
justice which  were  for  years  a  grim  part  of 
British  rule  in  India. 

Like  many  other  English  public  school 
boys  who've  become  aware  of  their 
homosexual  desires  at  home,  Merrick  has 
grown  up  to  become  one  of  the  guardians 
of  the  Empire.  Faced  with  repressive  at- 
titudes at  home,  these  men  welcomed  the 
prospect  of  travelling  to  exotic  lands, 
where  their  sexual  tastes  could  be  in- 
dulged with  less  fear  of  exposure.  Merrick 
uses  his  power  as  conquerer  to  sexual  ad- 

The  end  of  the  Raj:  Art  Malik  as  Kumar, 
Tim  Piggott-Smith  as  Merrick  and  Susan 
Wooldridge  as  Lady  Manners  in  Jewel 
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Fung: '  7  wanted  us  to  speak  for  ourselves' ' 

vantage,  hinting  strongly  that  he  uses  his 
houseboy  for  "whatever  purpose"  he 
may.  Although  it  may  have  been  safer  to 
be  gay  in  the  colonies  than  at  home,  of- 
ficers such  as  the  series'  Lance  Corporal 
Pinker  remained  vulnerable  to  the  black- 
mail of  corrupt  officials  using  them  as 
pawns  to  further  their  own  ends. 

The  British  have  proved  themselves 
time  and  again  masters  of  historical 
drama.  This  well-acted  saga  stands  as  yet 
another  jewel  in  the  crown  of  British  tele- 
vision, in  the  grand  tradition  of  Brides- 
head  Revisited.  Don't  miss  the  repeat  of 
this  powerful  series  (without  commer- 
cials) on  the  US  PBS  network,  beginning 
December  16.  Philip  Solanki 

THOUGHTSTONES 
&  WORST-SELVES 

Mary  Meigs,  artist  and  author,  gave  a 
reading  on  "thoughtstones"  and  talked 
with  students  and  the  public  at  Scar-    - 
borough  College  November  27. 

"Thoughtstones"  are  what  Meigs  calls 
thoughts  people  store  away  to  use  as  reac- 
tions at  a  later  date.  Rather  than  being 
open-minded  and  evaluating  each  idea 
presented  to  them  on  the  basis  of  their  ac- 
cumulated knowledge,  people  tend  to 
store  judgments.  One  possible  lesbian 
thoughtstone  may  been  seen  in  the  ration- 
alization of  someone  who  says  she  is  be- 
ing "discreet"  in  keeping  her  lifestyle  hid- 
den from  the  people  at  work,  when,  in 
reality,  this  silence  is  necessary  for  her  to 
keep  her  job. 

Meigs  introduced  the  topic  of  "worst- 
self"  with  a  quotation  from  her  second 
book,  The  Medusa  Head:  "...we  really 
have  a  fondness  for  our  worst-selves; 
doesn't  this  make  it  much  harder  to  get 
rid  of  them?"  Thoughtstones  created  by 
worst-selves  can  become  material  for 
quarrels,  a  point  that  led  to  the  main 
topic  of  the  ensuing  discussion:  is  aggres- 
sion natural? 

Meigs  is  currently  working  on  a  third 
book,  based  on  the  diaries  and  corres- 
pondence  of  her  mother.  The  book  is 
meant  to  show  how  the  environment  and 
the  thoughtstone  process  can  create 
people  with  a  very  conservative  attitude. 

I  asked  Mary  if  the  book  would  be 
ready  in  time  to  be  this  year's  Christmas 
present  for  my  mother,  but  she  said  it  will 
still  be  a  couple  of  years  before  she  com- 
pletes it.  In  the  meantime,  anyone  who 
hasn't  yet  encountered  Mai\  Meig's 
work  should  take  a  look  at  The  Medusa 
/7c</r/ and  her  first  hook,  the  autobiogra- 
phical Lily  Briscoe:   1  Self -portrait. 

I  .aura  Spiccr 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

FRIDAY 


1984  TO 
WEDNESDAY 
JANUARY  30 


JAN 

UARY 


□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Sixth  annual 
Fathers'  Christmas  Potluck.  Bring  a  friend. 
Each  person  brings  a  gift  (under  $5)  and 
food  and  wine  for  two.  Info:  364-4164, 
Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

Women's  Independent  Thoughts  ( Wl r/». 
A  seminar /discussion  group  for  the  ex- 
change of  idea  and  creative  endeavours  in 
art,  literature,  philosophy  and  political 
thought.  7  pm.  Info:  536-3162. 
DMoon.  Moon  Joyce  at  the  New  Trojan 
Horse  Cafe.  See  Music. 

THE  HOLIDAYS 

DLots  of  happenings  all  over  town!  Check 
the  box  on  the  next  page. 


SUN/DEC  30 


DChutzpah.  Monthly  brunch,  at  Raclette, 
361  Queen  St  W,  1  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 
□  Victor/Victoria.  The  wonderful  1982  film, 
on  CTV  tonight  at  9. 


FRI/JAN  4 


□  The  Go  Go  Boys.  A  special  benefit  perfor- 
mance for  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee, 
followed  by  a  dance.  See  Stage. 


SAT/JAN  5 

Sara  Diamond.  Video  installation  at  A 
Space.  See  Art. 

SUN/JAN6 

IGA  Committee  Meeting.  Planning 
meeting  for  the  International  Gay  Associa- 
tion Conference  Committee.  Time  and  place 
to  be  announced.  For  further  information, 
call  Gillian  at  364-6320.AII  interested  vol- 
unteers most  welcome. 

TUES/JAN  8 

DThe  Toronto  Dance  Theatre.  At  the 
Premiere  Dance  Theatre,  tonight  through 
Jan  12.  See  Stage. 

WED/JAN  9 

DThe  Glad  Hand.  Snoo  Wilson's  play  opens 
at  Harbourfront.  See  Stage. 


THUR/JAN  10 


□  Gay  Sensibility:  Is  There  One?  The  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Academic  Society  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  presents  a  talk,  focussing 
on  theatre  and  literature,  with  playwright 
and  director  Sky  Gilbert.  8  pm  in  the  Rhodes 
Room,  Trinity  College,  Hoskin  Ave.  For 
more  info,  call  Linda  at  533-0674  or  Alexan- 
dra at  924-6474. 


If  ever  there  was  an  album  every  gay  per- 
son should  own,  it 's  Bronski  Beat 's  debut 
effort,  Age  of  Consent  (London  Records). 
Now  available  domestically,  the  album 
includes  their  three  hit  songs  to  date  — 
"Smalltown  Boy,"  "Why" and  "I Feel 
Love" —  along  with  seven  other  tracks. 
The  provocative  title  and  liberal  use  of 
pink  triangles  in  the  graphics  let  us  know 
that  this  is  an  album  by  gay  men  who  are 
not  in  the  closet.  How  nice  for  a  change! 
The  inner  sleeve  includes  all  the  lyrics, 
and  following  the  credits  is  the  reason  for 
the  title:  a  list  of  the  ages  of  consent  for 
homosexual  relationships  between  men  in 
most  European  countries. 

But  on  to  the  music  —  it 's  great.  Lead 
singer  Jimi  Sommerville  's  famous  falsetto 
glides  effortlessly  from  energetic  disco  to 
blues  to  tap.  On  the  whole,  the  tone  is 
mellow,  and  Jimi 's  voice,  which  most  of 
us  know  best  from  the  high-energy  dance 
tunes,  really  shines  in  the  graceful, 
meandering  melodies  like '  'It  A  in 't  Neces- 
sarily So ' '  and  "Love  and  Money. ' '  The 
band's  solid  roots  in  soul  and  blues  come 
through  very  well  here. 

Another  pleasant  surprise  is  the  atten- 
tion to  detail  and  the  care  taken  with  each 
song.  Producer  Mike  Thome  has  done  a 
great  job  keeping  out  that  annoy ingly 
hollo  wfeel  that  some  synthesizer-only 
bands  tend  to  come  up  with,  giving  us  a 
full,  rich  sound  on  every  cut.  Age  of  Con- 
sent isn  'I,  like  so  many  albums,  merely  a 
vehicle  for  hits  backed  by  a  lot  of 
B-t  racks.  It 's  a  solid  showcase  for  the 
many  talents  of  a  great  and  wonderfully 
gay  band.  AlanMcGintyd 


FOR  THE  MOST 

UP-TO-DATE  INFO  ON 

WHAT'S  GOING  ON  IN 

TORONTO,  PICK  UP  A 

COPY  OF  XTRA,  TBP'S 

FREE  TWICE-MONTHLY 

GUIDE,  WHEREVER  YOU 

GO  OUT 


DGive  Them  a  Carrot  (For  as  Long  as  the 
Sun  is  Green).  The  Native  Earth  Performing 
Arts  adaptation  of  Waiting  for  Godot  opens 
tonight  at  the  Theatre  Centre.  See  Stage. 

□  New  World.  A  preview  at  the  St  Lawrence 
Centre.  See  Stage. 

FRI/JAN  11 

□  Carole  Vance.  The  academic  coordinator 
of  the  1982  Barnard  conference  on  sexuality 
and  the  editor  of  Pleasure  and  Danger:  Dis- 
covering Female  Sexuality,  which  grew  out 
of  the  conference,  will  read  from  and  discuss 
the  book  at  the  Ontario  Institute  for  Studies 
in  Education,  252  Bloor  St  W,  12th  fl  board 
room,  at  7:30  pm.  See  also  Jan  12. 

SAT/JAN  12 

□  Kate  Clinton.  When  women  listen  to  Kate 
Clinton's  records,  they  experience  a  vague 
urge  to  turn  their  bowling  leagues  into  urban 
lesbian  SWAT  teams.  Presented  by  Womynly 
Way  Productions,  8  pm  at  Trinity  St  Paul's 
United  Church,  427  Bloor  St  W.  Tickets: 
$8.50  in  advance  from  the  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  or  $9.50  at  the  door.  Call 
925-6568  for  more  information  or  to  reserve 
free  childcare. 

□  Carole  Vance  will  participate  in  a  discus- 
sion of  the  anti-pornography /civil  rights 
strategy  developed  in  Minneapolis  and 
spreading  to  many  other  North  American 
cities.  Debates  Room,  Hart  House,  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto,  8  pm. 

□  Chutzpah's  Dinner  Out  at  the  Korona 
Restaurant,  493  Bloor  St  W,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
489-4662. 

SUN/JAN  13 

□  The  Maids.  Jean  Genet's  play,  at  the  UC 
Playhouse.  See  Stage. 

WED/JAN  16 

□  You  Too  Would  Enjoy  Her.  At  Hart 
House  Theatre  tonight  at  8.  See  Stage. 


THUR/JAN  17 


□  New  World.  Opening,  after  last  week's 
previews,  at  the  St  Lawrence  Centre.  See 

Stage. 


FRI/JAN  18 


□  Bratty!  At  the  Ryerson  Women's  Centre 
dance.  See  Music. 

□  Cross-Country  Skiing.  The  GP  Club  of 
Buffalo  hosts  the  Out  &  Out  Club  for  a 
weekend  of  skiing.  Space  is  limited  and  re- 
stricted to  members  only  please  (to  be  bil- 
letted  in  Buffalo  members'  homes).  $32  plus 
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transportation.  Registration  deadline  is  Fri, 
Jan  4.  927-0970. 


SAT/JAN  19 


□  Downhill  Skiing,  Moonstone.  Within  easy 
reach  of  Toronto,  with  the  Out  &  Out  Club. 
Registration  deadline:  Mon,  Jan  14. 
970-0970. 


MON/JAN  21 

Rhubarb  Festival.  New  works  at  the 
Theatre  Centre,  opening  tonight.  See  Stage. 

WED/JAN  23 

□  Aquarius  Potluck  Supper.  "When  the 
moon  is  in  the  seventh  house,  and  Jupiter 


aligns  with...  something.  Oh  forget  it,  just 
come  over  for  a  feed."  Sponsored  by  the  Out 
&  Out  Club  of  Toronto.  Please  call  ahead  for 
details  and  meal  contributions  by  Wed,  Jan 
16:  970-0970. 


THUR/JAN  24 


DCross-Country  Ski  Algonquin  Park  Week- 
end, Jan  24-27.  Spend  the  weekend  skiing 
through  the  forests  of  Algonquin  Park  with 
the  Out  &  Out  Club.  Cost:  $180  includes 
food;  for  the  experienced  skier  only  please. 
Register  by  Tues,  Jan  1 .  970-0970. 


FRI/JAN  25 

□  Bratty  again!  At  the  Rivoli.  See  Music. 
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SUN/JAN  27 


DChutzpah.  The  gay  Jewish  group  will  hold 
their  monthly  brunch  at  Meyer's  Deli,  69 
Yorkville  Ave,  at  1  pm,  then  tour  the  Royal 
Ontario  Museum.  Info:  489-4662. 
DMore  skiing  with  Out  &  Out!  Cross-coun- 
try and  downhill  at  Medonte  Mountain,  or 
downhill  at  Mt  St  Louis/Moonstone  —  take 
your  pick.  Please  register  before  Jan  21. 
970-0970. 


WED/JAN  30 


DSkating  Party.  Join  the  Out  &  Out  Club 
for  conga  lines,  crack  the  whip,  ice  dancing, 
figure  eights,  or  just  a  few  spins  around 
Grenadier  Pond.  Meet  at  a  member's  home 
afterward  for  hot  wine  and  conversation.  $2. 
Call  970-0970  for  details. 


ON  THE  TOWN  FOR  THE  HOLIDAY  SEASON 


SUNDAY,  DEC  16 

We  begin  the  holiday  season  today  —  a  little 
early  for  some  of  us,  but  not  as  early  as 
Eaton's  —  at  1 1  am  with  a  special  chidren's 
service  at  the  Metropolitian  Community 
Church,  730  Bathurst  St.  Info:  536-2848. 
Chutzpah's  Third  Annual  Hannukah  Party  is 
at  Howard's  at  3  pm.  Call  489-4662  for  infor- 
mation. MCC  plans  a  special  musical  service  at 
7:30  pm,  also  at  730  Bathurst. 


At  Cornelius,  a  twist  on  the  old  jolly  man  in 
the  red  costume  routine:  Toronto's  Sexiest 
Santa  Contest.  $100  prize. 

SUNDAY,  DEC  23 

A  Christmas  Cantata  with  the  Christos 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  Choir  at  7 
pm,  St  Luke's  United  Church,  Carlton  and 
Sherbourne.  Call  968-7423  for  information. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE 

Santa  Claus  (perhaps  the  winner  from  Cor- 
nelius?) hands  out  free  prizes  and  booze 
tickets  at  Boots/Bud's  Christmas  Wonder- 
land, beginning  at  9  pm.  The  Hilch'n'Post's 
Pre-Christmas  Party  begins  at  4  pm  and  goes 
on  until  closing  at  1  am.  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church  will  hold  a  Christmas  Eve 
Candlelight  Service  at  1 1  pm  at  730  Bathurst 
St,  and  Christos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  will  hold  a  Candlelight  Meditation  at 
Si  1  uke's  United  Church,  Carlton  and  Sher- 
bourne, also  at  II.  Cornelius,  Oz  and  Club 
101  will  be  closed  for  the  evening. 


CHRISTMAS  DAY 

You'll  be  able  to  get  Christmas  Dinner  at  the 
Hitch'n'Post,  and  you'll  be  able  to  help  a  lot 
of  other  people  have  Christmas  dinner  at 
The  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  The 
519's  annual  Christmas  Day  Dinner  is  put  on 
for  transients,  the  homeless,  and  the  inhab- 
itants of  skid  row  and  rooming  houses 
downtown,  and  this  year  more  than  250  men 
and  women  are  expected  to  attend.  The  Cen- 
tre is  in  desperate  need  of  food,  clothing  and 
cash  donations.  You  can  help  —  call  Penny 
Lamy  at  923-2778  for  more  information,  or 
mail  or  deliver  your  contributions  to  519 
Church  St,  M4Y  2C9. 

The  Out  &  Out  Club  will  go  downhill  ski- 
ing at  Blue  Mountain  today.  Registration 
deadline  is  Monday,  December  17.  If  you 
stay  in  town.  The  Barn  will  be  open  from  5 
to  1 1  pm,  and  Buddy's  from  6  to  1 1 .  All  the 
other  bars  will  be  closed. 

SATURDAY,  DEC  29 

Branching  Out,  the  lesbian  culture  resource 
centre,  hosts  the  Almost  New  Year's  Eve 
Dance  tonight  from  9  pm  to  1  am  at  the 
Ukrainian  National  Federation,  297  College 
St.  Tickets  for  this  women-only  event  are 
available  at  the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 
or  Glad  Day  Bookshop;  $5.50  for  the 
employed;  $4  for  the  unemployed. 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE 

I  Ik-  (lay  Counselling  CdltK  of  Toronto 
presents  An  Fleganl  Affair,  an  evening  of 


dining  and  dancing  at  the  Concert  Hall,  888 
Yonge  St,  from  8:30  pm  to  4  am  (with  dinner 
at  10:00).  Tickets:  $75  per  person,  all  inclu- 
sive, available  at  BASS  outlets  (698-2277)  or 
at  the  Gay  Counselling  Centre,  977-2153. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  plans  a 
New  Year's  Eve  Extravaganza  —  cocktails, 
dinner,  cabaret  and  dancing  —  at  730  Bath- 
urst St.  Tickets:  $15  ($10  before  December 
23);  $7  at  the  door  for  the  dance  only. 

The  weekend  women's  club,  The  Cameo, 
will  have  a  New  Year's  Eve  Dance  (and  on  a 
Monday,  no  less!)  with  a  buffet  dinner,  door 
prizes  and  spot  dances,  beginning  at  7:30 
pm.  Tickets:  $20  in  advance,  $25  at  the  door. 
Table  reservations  with  ticket  purchases. 

Chaps  will  hold  a  party  with  comple- 
mentary champagne  at  midnight.  Boots/ 
Bud's  will  host  a  "New  Year's  Eve  Reunion" 
beginning  at  9  pm  and  running  till  all  hours. 
Free  champagne  at  midnight.  Together  will 
put  on  special  dinners  and  a  parly,  as  will 
Les  Cavaliers,  and  Katrina's  plans  a  party 
from  8  pm  to  5  am.  There  will  be  parties  at 
The  Barn,  The  Hitch'n'Post  and  Cornelius 
as  well.  Club  101  plans  a  bash  with  buffet  in- 
cluded; partying  will  go  on  at  Oz  until  5  am 
($5  cover);  and  revellers  will  gather  at 
Buddy's  ($6  cover)  while  New  Year's  I  vc 
Dinner  is  served  next  door  at  Crispin's. 
Down  al  IK  Eastern  Avenue,  The  Tool  Box 
will  host  a  private  gathering,  and  it  I  he 
Quest,  New  Year's  Eve  Dinner  will  be  served 
downstairs  ($9.95).  and  dinner  with  two 
show]  upstairs  al  Rustv's  Cabaret  [%\  5). 

And  on  New  Year's  Day,  sou  get  to  sleep 
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MONDAYS 


DThe  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 
□  Overeaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


D  Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 

Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 

593-6217. 

f1  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 

519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


DGaysand  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  8  pm,  Inter- 
national Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 
Check  923-GAYS  for  weekly  topic.  All 
welcome. 

DGay  Alliance  at  York.  Check  Excalibur  for 
time  and  place. 

DToronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


DZami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  8  pm. 

DTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


WEEKENDS 


SUNDAYS 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 

5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto.  Worship  at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm; 
singspiration  15  minutes  before  each  service. 
Wheelchair-accessible;  all  services  signed  for 
the  deaf.  730  Bathurst.  536-2848. 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
489-4293  (days)  or  248-1733  (evenings). 

□  Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCC). 

□  After  You're  Out.  Supportive,  sharing 
group  that  discusses  a  variety  of  gay-related 
topics.  Meets  in  a  private  home.  Info: 
964-6600. 


PHONELINES 


I    Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

n  Black  Youth  Hotline  .  .967-6104  924-7161 

Mon-Fri,  10am-9pm. 

PGaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-11  pm. 

I  esbianPhoneline  960-3249 

lues"': 30- 10: 30  pm. 

I    GayCommunitv  Calendar 923-G  ^  S 

Ga>  Coortwatch 362-6928 

(Jay  Fathersof  Toronto  364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SpousesofGays  967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

Toronto  AreaGays(TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm. 
Counselling,  info. 

Bisexuals International.  .  .   (215)425-3894 
(Philadelphia). 

CIRPA    960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  ol  Police 
Activities  24-houi  confidential  hotline 

[rouble  with  the  police?  Call  us  first! 
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SOCIAL  &  POLITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  23 


Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  floor. 
M5B  1 M2.  Umbrella  organization  ot  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
Forum  tor  sharing  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 

Z  Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  ot  the  Deal.  Box  671 ,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6 
G  Zami.  New  support/political/social  group  tor  black  and  West  In- 
dian lesbians  and  gay  men,  meeting  every  Thurs,  8  pm.  at  519 
Church  St  Into  c/o  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9 

HEALTH  & 
SOCIAL  SERVICES 

AIDS  Committee  ol  Toronto.  Box  55  Stn  F  M4Y  214  926-1626 
(Mon-Fn  9am-5pm)  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome, 
especially  AIDS-attected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS 
_  Alcoholics  Anonymous  Lesbian/gay  fellowships  964-3962 

The  Centre  for  Sexually  Assaulted  Males  (SAM).  Box  597.  Stn  0. 
M4A  2P4  928-0772  Phonelines  open  7  pm  to  5  am 

Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9 
Phoneiine  243-5494.  7-10pm.  seven  days  a  week  Free  tace-to-tace 
counselling  service.  Thursdays  7-10  pm 

Gay  Christian  Counselling  Service.  Professional  counselling,  indiv- 
idual and  couple,  lor  gay  men,  lesbians  and  lamilies  ot  gays  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  ol  Toronto  For  appt  536-2848 

Gay  Counseling  Centre  ol  Toronto.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  floor. 
M5B1M2  977-2153  Tues  Wed.  Thurs,  6  30-9  30  pm  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in 

Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Phoneiine  364-4164,  7-10  pm.  Mon-Fri 
"  Gay  Men's  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977 

"Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St,  2nd  floor,  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  VD  info,  testing  and  treatment  Hours  Mon.  Wed.  4-9 
pm:  Tues.  Thurs.  10  am-3  pm;  Fn  4-7  pm;  Sat.  10am-2pm  Bath 


clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's. 
^Lesbian  Phoneiine.  Box  70.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4  960-3249.  Tues 
7  30-1030  pm  Recorded  message  other  times  Speakers  available 

Obsessive  and  Compulsive  Sexual  Behaviour  Group.  It' s  an  addic- 
tion that  is  destructive  to  relationships,  etc  Write  our  therapy  group 
206  St  Clair  Ave  W,  M4V  1 R2 .  Attn  Receptionist 

Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  U  ol  T  Office  of  Admissions.  31 5  Bloor  St  W. 
Room  107,  M5S  1A3  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sts,  behind  Admissions 
Bldg  978-3977  Sex  counselling  lor  U  ot  T  campus  Gay  counsellors 
available  Tuesdays  on  request 

Toronto  Area  Gays,  Box  6706  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5  964-6600  Free 
peer  counselling  and  info  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men  Mon-Fri 
7  pm-10pm. 

Trt-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave,  M4Y  1K9  Gay  youth, 
streetwork.  parkwatch,  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


Association  ol  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St. 
M4Y  1M8  Social  work  students  also  welcome. 

Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  7086.  Stn  A,  M5W  1 X7  920-1 882 
Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  health-care  delivery 
and  research. 

~  Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2J6  Non-profit  guild  with  more  than  70  members,  publishes 
directory  twice  a  year 


RELIGIOUS 


Affirmation,  a  support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons  and 
their  treinds  For  information,  write  Drawer  E622,  Box  7289.  Stn 
A,  M5W1X9 

Christos  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1 1 93,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2T8.  968-7423.  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto. 
nChutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings 
^Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2.  960-3997  Group  lor 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends 


:  Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 
for  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends  593-621 7  Chaplains 
available  for  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number 
.    Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch.  980  Broadview 
Ave,  Apt  2309.  M4K  3Y1   925-0926  (David)  Support  and  fellow- 
ship for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  friends  Meets  1  st 
and  3rd  Wed  ot  month 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  ol  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  536-2848  An  ecumenical  Christian  church  tor  all 
people  with  a  special  ministry  to  gay  community. 

Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408.  Stn  C, 
M6J  3P5   533-5896 

D Spirit.  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4  482-1817,  Support  group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  friends. 

Toronto  Organization  ol  United  Church  Homosexuals.  Box  626. 
StnQ,  M4T  1L0 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

[  'The  Sisters  ol  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPl.  c/oBox  7289, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1X9 


□  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League.  Box  1113,  Stn  F, 
M4Y2T8, 

Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Into;  bulletin  boards  in 
bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below)  Sept-May  season  (Monand  Thurs 
evenings),  also  summer  league 

l  IMGM  Bowling  League.  Second  season,  Sundays,  7  pmat 
Bathurst  Bowlerama  (Bathurst  and  Glencairn)  Info;  Garth 
(961-1645)  or  Wayne  (961-1718). 

riNot-so  Amazon  Softball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league. 
Info  967-7440  or  466-9341, 

DOut  and  Out  Club.  Box  331 .  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L7,  927-0970  Outdoor 
activities  for  gay  people 

□  Pool  Bar  League.  I  nto  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Riverdale  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA, 


579  Yonge,  Toronto  (4J6)  967-4666 


□  Riverdale  Volleyball  League.  Sept-April  season  Info  at  Buddy's, 
or  write  c/o  TSA 

C !  Rotators  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Salukis.  All-lesbian  Softball  team  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1 X4 
964-7477 

Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Sept-May  season.  Tues. 
Wed,  Fri  and  Sat  evenings,  and  Sun  afternoon  Also  summer 
league  Into  423-5955,  or  write  100-2  Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2 

□  Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA).  Box  1 1 13.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8 
Womyn  Out  Doors  (WOODS).  Women-identitied  women  sharing 

outdoor  skills  and  experiences  Outings,  workshops  and  trips  Box 
462.  Stn  P.  M5S  2S9 

PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

;  l Action!  Irregular  publication  ol  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4  924-4523. 

□  Bisexuals  International  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894. 
[The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9  364-6320 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly, 

GCanadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1 G2,  364-2759 

Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives.  Box  928,  StnQ. 
M4T  2P1    597-8865. 

DGay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297).  Box  8, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2H8,  24  hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events.  To  get  inlo  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays 
DGaylineWest.  453-GGCO.  Community  into  lor  Mississaugaand 
parts  west  of  Metro. 

nGlad  Day  Bookshop.  598  Yonge  St.  2nd  floor,  M5Y  2A6 
961-4161 .  Mon  10-8,  Tue-Wed  10-6,  Thurs-Fri  10-9;  Sat  10-6; 
Sun  12-6 

□  Grapevine,  Box  38,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1   Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund  newsletter,  2-3  issues/year. 
DLesbian/Lesbienne.  National  newsletter  367-0589  (Kerry), 
ClMetamorphosis.  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P4.  Newsletter  for 
transsexuals. 

□  Rites.  Magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  Box  65,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2L4. 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre,  SURPI,  380  Vic- 
toria St.  M5B  1W7.  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective.  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements.  Sundays 
at  noon  CKLN-FM  88.1 .  To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838. 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  St,  M5S  1G4 
922-8744 

□  The  Web.  821-1416  Free  monthly  newsletter  of  women's 
events.  Available  at  SCM  Bookstore,  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Cameo,  Together,  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC. 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in  Toronto  ot  par- 
ticular Interest  to  lesbians. 

□  Branching  Out.  Lesbian  culture  resource  centre.  Box  1 41 , 
2  Bloor  St  W,  Ste  100-99,  M4W  3E2 

□  Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1   598-3513  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians. 

□  Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op.  For  women  only  523  Melita 
Cres,  M6G  3X9,  532-8860. 

□  Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  977-8681 .  Feminist  quar- 
terly of  politics  and  the  arts. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St,  second  floor, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0566  Free  medical  clinic  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological info  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm,  Call  ahead. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4 
789-4541 .  Independent  socialist-feminist  organization 

□  Jessie's  Centre  lor  Teenage  Women,  154  Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3 
365-1888,  Multi-service  agency,  Lesbian-positive 

□  Macphail  House.  389  Church  St.  M5B  2A1.  977-1 037  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  for  women  16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave,  M4M  2G8. 
461-1084  Temporary  hostel  for  women  16  and  over,  including 
mothers  with  children 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M.  Call  it  what  you  want  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  formation  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet1)  For  further  info,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E774,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  M5W1X9. 

□  Sistering.  Drop-in  centre  tor  transient  women.  Counselling  and 
referrals  tor  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc.  Free  coffee  and 
lunch  in  a  non-threatening,  supportive  atmosphere  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm,  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre,  707  Dundas  W  (at 
Bathurst),  366-0001 

□  Stop  86.  86  Madison  Ave,  M5R  2S4,  922-3271 ,  Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  for  women  under  25, 

□  Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  Davisville  Ave. 
M4S  1E8  487-2807.  9-5  Mon-Thurs,  9-230  Fri.  Employment 
counselling,  )Ob  search  and  career  planning  workshops. 

r  IToronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Network.  Suite  202.  Box 
2213.  Stn  P,  M5S2T2  Phoneiine:  961-7319.  Self-help  group  for 
women  addicted  to  alcohol  and  other  drugs  Weekly  meetings 

□  Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee. 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

I    Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X4  Crisis 
line  964-8080  Business  line  964-7477.  Into,  sell-defence 
courses 

f  iToronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Coming  soon  Info:  921-4755 
[  IToronto  Women's  Social  Network.  Non-profit  group  devoted  to 
organizing  activities  for  gay  women  in  and  around  Toronto.  Call 
923-GAYS  lor  event  listings 

r  !U  of  T  Women's  Newsmagazine.  For  feminists  on  and  oil  cam- 
pus. 44  St  George  St.  2nd  fir,  M5S  2E4  Info  Brenda 534-4021. 
I  iWomen  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  22  Davisville  St, 
M4S  1E8  534-1161 

I   Women  s  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education  Centre.  348  Col 
lege  St,  M5T  1S4  Phoneiine  open  Mon-Fri  1-4  pm:  924-0766. 
Education  about  and  referral  to  self-help  groups  and  other  com- 
munity resources 

I   Women  s  Independent  Thoughtz  (WITZ)  Group  for  exchange  ol 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours  768-9496  or  536-3162. 
!  iWomen's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Queen  St  E,  M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh. 466-8840. 

□Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1V6 
923-6641 ,  Ext  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 
I  :Womensports.  Women's  sports  store  561  Mt  Pleasant  Rd  (s  ol 
Eglinton)  481-2531 

Womyniy  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1 X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical 
performances  to  the  city 
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"Childhood  is  hell," 

Shulamith  Firestone  proclaimed  in  her 
1970  ground-breaking  "case  for  feminist 
revolution,"  The  Dialectic  of  Sex: 

"It  is  clear  that  the  myth  of  childhood 
happiness  flourishes  so  wildly  not  because 
it  satisfies  the  needs  of  children,  but 
because  it  satisfies  the  needs  of  adults.  In 
a  culture  of  alienated  people,  the  belief 
that  everyone  has  at  least  one  good  period 
in  life  free  of  care  and  drudgery  dies  hard. 
And  obviously  you  can 't  expect  it  in  your 
old  age.  So  it  must  be  you  've  already  had 
it.  This  accounts  for  the  fog  of  sentimen- 
tality surrounding  any  discussion  of 
childhood  or  children. . . .  The  natural 
physical  inequality  between  children  and 
adults  —  their  greater  weakness,  their 
smaller  size  —  is  reinforced,  rather  than 
compensated  for,  by  our  present  culture: 
children  are  still  'minors'  under  the  law, 
without  civil  rights,  the  property  of  an  ar- 
bitrary set  of  parents. . . .  The  number  of 
child  beatings  and  deaths  every  year  testi- 
fies to  the  fact  that  merely  unhappy  chil- 
dren are  lucky." 

In  many  large 

North  American  cities,  women  gather 
regularly  to  recount  aloud  their  experien- 
ces with  childhood  sexual  abuse,  often 
father-daughter  incest.  Brutal  rapes  are 
not  unheard  of,  but  most  often  they  tell 
stories  of  years  of  more  subtle  sexual 
coercion,  self-loathing  and  betrayed 
trust,  which,  as  anyone  who's  been  in  an 
incest  survivors'  group  can  testify,  leave 
scars  that  can  still  seem  like  open  wounds 
years  later. 

I'm  glad  1  don't  have  memories  quite 
like  that,  but  those  I  do  have  provide 
enough  material  for  nightmares.  "We've 
turned  out  to  be  fairly  sane  people  con- 
sidering we  were  abused  children,"  a 
childhood  friend  observed  when,  during 
one  of  her  visits,  we  talked  about  it  for 
the  first  time  since  we'd  had  to  console 
each  other  as  kids. 

My  mother  worked  the  afternoon  shift 
for  most  of  my  childhood,  and  my  four 
brothers  and  sisters  and  I  were  left  under 
my  father's  reluctant  but  strict  domain. 
His  rules  were  designed  to  minimize  his 
inconvenience  rather  than  to  guide  or 
protect  us:  we  were  not  to  leave  the  con- 
fines of  our  yard  except  to  go  to  school, 
for  instance.  And,  responsible  not  only 
for  my  own  transgressions  but  for  those 
of  my  brothers  and  sisters  as  well,  I  didn't 
even  have  to  be  aware  that  one  of  them 
had  broken  a  rule  to  be  held  accountable 
—  I  can  remember  being  dragged  from  a 
sound  sleep  to  answer  for  someone  else's 
disobedience. 

It  was  impossible  to  predict  when  I 
would  be  beaten,  but  it  happened  often 
enough  that  I  lived  in  a  constant  state  of 
terror.  The  beatings  began  before  I 
started  school  and  lasted  until  I  left 
home.  My  father  rarely  used  his  fists; 
sometimes  it  was  a  wooden  paddle  but 
usually  he  used  a  belt.  Once  he  knocked 
me  unconscious  with  a  garden  hoe. 

The  neighbours  must  have  heard  my 
screaming  but  the  police  were  never 
called.  My  first-grade  teacher  seemed 
worried  that  1  was  so  withdrawn;  explain- 
ing that  she  knew  my  mother  worked,  she 
asked  me  if  I  got  enough  to  eat.  I  was 
careful  to  keep  the  marks  hidden  from 
everyone  except  friends  who  received 
similar  treatment  and,  of  course,  the  rest 
of  the  family. 


BodvPoliric 


Child  abuse,  physical  or 
sexual,  is  a  reality  that 
raises  fundamental 
questions  about  the  way 
our  society  is  structured. 
Do  those  in  power  want 
to  deal  with  those 
questions?  Or  do  their 
studies,  statements  and 
press  releases  have 
other  uses? 

Chris  Bearchell  looks  into 
The  Badgley  Report 


TAKING  ADVANTAGE  OF 


By  the  time  I  hit  the  street  at  1 5  I  was 
self-sufficient  enough  to  survive,  even 
though  I  still  had  three  years  of  dodging 
the  cops  before  I  would  legally  be  on  my 
own.  I  was  a  rebel  with  plenty  of  causes, 
and  prominent  among  them  was  the  right 
of  young  people  to  their  independence.  I 
don't  wish  I'd  had  a  "sheltered"  child- 
hood, but  I  know  there  must  be  more 
humane  ways  to  develop  strength  of 
character. 


The  sexual  abuse 

of  children  has  wide-spread,  gut- 
wrenching  personal  impact  —  and  thus 
media-exploitation  potential.  Even  the 
most  reputable  newspapers  are  suscept- 
ible to  the  uncritical  sensationalizing  of 
manufactured  news  about  child  sexual 
abuse.  The  headline  of  the  November  29, 
1984  Globe  and  Mail,  for  instance,  read 
"Millions  of  children  face  sex  threat." 
One  hundred  and  seventy  million  children 
around  the  world  are  caught  up  in  prosti- 
tution and  pornography,  the  story  went 
on,  reporting  a  study  by  a  private  charita- 
ble organization,  Defence  for  Children 
International,  that  has  consultant  status 
with  the  United  Nations.  Neither  the 
study  nor  the  story  report  anything  new ; 
neither  focusses  on  the  fact  that  170  mil- 
lion children  are  starving  on  the  streets, 
cither. 

Anyone  who's  seen  Nancy  Reagan  on 
TV  not-quite-talking  about  "the  subject 
we've  dared  not  to  talk  about  for  so 
long"  knows  thai  "media  exploitability" 


translated  directly  to  "political  exploita- 
bility." In  the  fine  tradition  of  one-time 
anti-gay  crusader  Anita  Bryant,  exploita- 
tion of  child  sexual  abuse  fits  nicely  with 
an  appeal  to  return  to  traditional  values 
in  the  face  of  modern  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrahs.  (Physical  abuse  is  mostly  seen 
as  a  "parental"  problem,  casting  doubt 
on  the  sacred  institution  of  the  family, 
while  sexual  molestation  can  be  used  to 
symbolize  social  deterioration  as  repre- 
sented by  evil  "perverts.") 

But  you  don't  have  to  be  a  Jerry  Fal- 
well  to  find  the  issue  of  child  sexual  abuse 
politically  useful.  Child  abuse,  sexual  or 
physical,  is  a  reality  that  raises  fundamen- 
tal questions  about  the  way  our  society  is 
structured  —  questions  those  structures 
themselves  can  barely  begin  to  cope  with. 
That  also  makes  it  ideal  territory  for 
government  studies. 

One  of  the  most  elaborate  and  expen- 
sive of  these  studies  was  launched  on 
December  19,  1983,  when  the  Minister  of 
Justice  and  Attorney  General  of  Canada 
and  the  Minister  of  National  Health  and 
Welfare  announced  the  establishment  of 
the  Committee  on  Sexual  Offences 
Against  Children  and  Youths.. 

Convened  under  the  chairmanship  of 
University  of  Toronto  sociologist  Robin 
Badglcy,  the  nine-member  committee  was 
charged  with  obtaining  "comprehensive 
factual  information"  on  "the incidence 

and  prevalence  in  (  anada  of  sexual  ol 
fences  against  childen  and  souths,"  in- 


cluding "the  problem  of  juvenile  prosti- 
tution and  the  exploitation  of  young  per- 
sons for  pornographic  purposes."  Its 
terms  of  reference  required  it  to  recom- 
mend changes  to  laws  designed  for  the 
protection  of  young  people,  and  to  pay 
"special  attention  to  issues  of  age  and 
consent." 

The  Badgley  Commission  produced  a 
1 , 300-page  report,  Sexual  Offences 
Against  Children,  which  contains  52  rec- 
ommendations, among  them  the  creation 
of  an  entirely  new  set  of  Criminal  Code 
sexual  offenses  that  are  "act -specific," 
such  as  the  proposed  offences  of  "abuse 
of  a  position  of  trust  by  sexual  touching 
of  a  person  under  18,"  "touching  persons 
under  16  in  the  genital  or  anal  region  for 
a  sexual  purpose,"  "inviting,  for  a  sexual 
purpose,  the  touch  of  another  person  un- 
der 14,"  and  "exposing  genitals  to  per- 
sons under  16  for  a  sexual  purpose." 

The  report  also  recommends:  establish- 
ing a  uniform  age  of  consent  for  gay  and 
straight  women  and  men  —  at  age  18  for 
sex  involving  anal  or  vaginal  penetration 
and  at  16  for  other  types  of  sexual  activit) 
(the  current  age  of  consent  for  any  type 
of  gay  sex  is  21  and  for  straight  sex  it's  14 
or  16,  depending  on  the  "previous  char- 
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The  single  biggest 
failing  of  the  Badgley 
Report  is  that  is  doesn't 
take  children  seriously.  It 
does  not  examine  the 
institution  of  childhood 
or  the  realities  of  the  lives 
of  children  as  a  group 
within  our  social 
structure  and  its  power 
relations" 
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acter"  of  the  woman),  and  the  specific 
criminalization  of  prostitution  for  anyone 
younger  than  18. 

At  present,  in  cases  where  there  is  less 
than  three  years'  difference  between  the 
two  parties,  the  Code  allows  an  accused 
person  to  defend  him-  or  herself  on  the 
grounds  that  the  "victim"  consented  to 
sex.  If  the  committee's  recommendations 
are  accepted,  that  provision  would  be 
removed.  The  committee's  reason  is  that 
there  will  always  be  young  (as  well  as 
older)  men  "who  do  not  think  it's  wrong 
to  have  sexual  intercourse  with  young 
girls."  The  will  of  the  "young  girl,"  who 
may  be  but  a  year  younger  than,  or  may 
even  have  seduced,  her  accused  assailant, 
is  not  a  factor  for  consideration  because 
the  risk  of  her  becoming  pregnant  or  con- 
tacting a  sexually  transmitted  disease  is  so 
serious  that  it  renders  her  own  decisions 
about  her  body  and  her  sexuality 
irrelevant. 

The  committee  arrived  at  its  recom- 
mendations after  conducting  four  nation- 
al surveys:  one  of  a  "representative  cross- 
section"  of  2,000  members  of  the  Cana- 
dian public  ranging  in  age  from  18  to 
more  than  60  —  the  smallest  group  being 
those  under  21  —  who  were  required  to 
answer  a  questionnaire  in  writing  in  the 
presence  of  a  pollster;  another  of  28 
police  forces  that  had  documented  a  total 
of  6,203  cases  of  offences  against  children 
and  young  people  during  1981;  a  national 
survey  of  hospitals;  and  a  survey  of  child 
protection  services,  both  public  and 
private.  The  committee  also  interviewed 
229  prostitutes  ranged  in  age  from  14  to 
20  years  (their  average  age  was  18). 

When  the  report  was  released,  the  re- 
sults of  the  National  Population  Survey 
(NPS)  grabbed  headlines:  one  in  two  fe- 
males and  one  in  three  males  had  been 
victims  of  sexual  abuse.  Statistics  make 
much  better  headlines  than  they  do  reflec- 
tions of  reality.  While  the  committee  was 
to  investigate  childhood  sexual  abuse,  the 
NPS  collected  information  about  events 
that  occurrered  throughout  the  respon- 
dents' lives.  And  the  term  "abuse"  was 
so  broadly  defined  as  to  include  any  be- 
haviour prohibited  by  the  Criminal  Code. 

Forced  sexual  contact  by  strangers  — 
probably  the  type  of  incident  most  com- 
monly conjured  up  by  the  phrase  "sexual 
abuse"  —  is  the  type  of  abuse  mose  effec- 
tively dealt  with  by  existing  methods,  ac- 
cording to  the  report.  Those  least  effec- 
tively dealt  with  are  instances  of  pro- 
longed coersion  by  family  or  household 
members  (which  constitute  21  percent  of 
the  cases  reported  to  the  police,  about  24 
percent  of  those  reported  in  the  NPS, 
47  percent  seen  by  hospitals  and  86  per- 
cent of  the  cases  identified  by  child-pro- 
tection agencies).  When  convicted  of  sex 
offences  against  children,  the  report  says, 
fathers  and  step-fathers  are  almost  never 
jailed. 

In  addition  to  these  two  types  of  of- 
fences, the  report  documents  cases  of 
non-consenting,  non-violent  exhibition- 
ism —  the  single  largest  category  of  sex 
offences  against  children. 

Cases  where  a  young  person  acquiesces 
to  sexual  contact  and  those  where  the 
"victims"  were  acknowleded  to  consent 
to  sex  (6.4  percent)  were  lumped  together 
with  clearly  violent  or  non-consenting 
sexual  acts.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  its 
mandate  specifically  required  the  com- 
mittee to  explore  the  issues  of  age  and 
consent,  the  report  does  not  investigate 
the  circumstances  surrounding  acquies- 


cent or  consentual  incidents.  It  makes 
only  one,  passing  reference  to  the  rights 
of  young  people  to  their  own  sexual 
experiences. 

The  single  biggest  failing  of  the  Badgley 
Report  is  that  it  doesn't  take  children 
seriously.  It  does  not  examine  the  institu- 
tion of  childhood  or  the  realities  of  the 
lives  of  children  as  a  group  within  our 
social  structure  and  its  power  relations. 

"Young  children  are  proportionately  at 
greatest  risk  from  persons  to  whom  they 
are  socially  most  vulnerable,"  the  report 
admits.  All  the  surveys  showed  that  the 
younger  a  child,  the  more  likely  she  or  he 
was  to  be  assaulted  within  the  family,  and 
the  more  prolonged  the  abuse  was  likely 
to  be.  The  report  quotes  a  series  of  prin- 
ciples delineated  in  a  1979  child-protec- 
tion case  that  were  intended  to  be  repre- 
sentative of  judicial  attitudes.  The  first  is: 
"That  by  nature  and  tradition  we  live  in  a 
familial  society  founded  on  blood  ties 
and  natural  affection  which  has  created  a 
legal  presumption  that  the  child  belongs 
with  its  natural  parents."  Earlier  the 
report  had  observed  that  "up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  for  reasons  unknown,  the  ex- 
perience of  children  has  consistently  been 
ignored,  forgotten  or  deemed  to  be  unim- 
portant in  the  documentation  not  only  of 
sexual  offences  but  also  of  other  types  of 
assaults."  Isn't  it  time  that  such  a  report 
began  to  investigate  those  unknown  rea- 
sons? And  isn't  it  likely  that  judicial  — 
and  social  —  assumptions  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  how  the  legal  system  — 
and  society  —  has  treated  the  interests 
and  rights  of  children? 

The  word  "family" 

itself  is  illuminating.  The  term  goes  back 
to  the  Latin  famulus  —  which  means  ser- 
vant. Familia  was  first  used  by  the 
Romans  to  denote  a  social  unit  in  which 
the  male  head  ruled  over  wife,  children 
and  slaves  —  with  the  power  of  life  and 
death  over  them  all.  The  concept  of 
childhood  is  a  product  of  the  cultural 
conditions  that  brought  about  the 
modern  nuclear  version  of  the  family  (be- 
ginning in  Western  Europe  around  the 
fourteenth  century)  —  not  a  product  of 
biology  or  human  nature. 

Before  that  time,  households  were 
much  larger  and  children's  lives  were  as 
little  as  possible  distinct  from  those  of 
adults.  Children  could  thus  learn  directly 
from  their  elders.  Sex-role  differentiation 
began  at  about  age  seven  and  shortly 
after  that  most  children  became  members 
of  households  other  than  their  parents'  in 
a  process  that  fostered  both  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  young  and  social  ties  within 
the  community. 

Alongside  the  nuclear  family,  another 
institution  developed  to  structure 
children's  lives  and  to  keep  them  depen- 
dent upon  their  parents.  Schools  (for  the 
first  centuries  restricted  to  upper-class 
boys)  replaced  scholarship  and  practical 
apprenticeships  with  a  theoretical  educa- 
tion designed  to  discipline  children  rather 
than  to  impart  learning  for  its  own  sake. 
An  ideology  developed  about  the  inno- 
cence of  children.  As  a  result,  children 
were  considered  to  be  asexual,  for 
acknowledgement  of  childhood  sexuality 
would  accelerate  the  transition  to 
adulthood. 

The  myth  of  childhood  runs  parallel  to 
the  myth  of  femininity.  Women,  like 
children,  are  seen  as  asexual  and  thus 
purer  than  men;  both  women  and  chil- 
dren are  forced  to  barter  power  over  their 
lives  for  protection  of  their  "virtue"  or 
their  "innocence"  by  —  and  from  — 
men.  Both  are  deprived  of  economic,  as 
well  as  social  independence  —  and  the 
respect  and  self-respect  that  go  with  them 
—  in  the  process  of  conforming  to  their 


special  lifestyles,  dress,  language  and 
mannerisms. 

The  myths  of  childhood  happiness  and 
innocence  are  bolstered  by  the  rigid  segre- 
gation of  children  into  narrow  age 
groups;  most  adults  have  long  been  iso- 
lated from  contact  with  children  by  the 
time  they  contemplace  having  children  of 
their  own. 


The  Badgley  Report 

doesn't  bother  to  mask  its  real  intentions: 
to  facilitate  the  "management"  —  or 
definition  and  regulation  —  of  childhood 
sexuality  and  sexual  abuse.  When  the 
revolt  of  women  and  children  against  the 
shackles  of  the  family  makes  it  impossible 
to  keep  up  the  family  facade,  the  report's 
recommendations  allow  for  state  inter- 
vention to  regulate  the  lives  of  individual 
victims  or  offenders.  On  the  level  of 
social  policy,  that  "management  pro- 
gramme" also  requires  the  further  redef- 
inition of  "official"  childhood  itself  —  to 
all  those  younger  than  18  years  of  age. 
(After  all,  our  economy  has  a  hard 
enough  time  employing  people  over  18; 
how  can  it  afford  to  grant  independence 
to  anyone  younger?)  Time  will  no  doubt 
show  that  extending  the  official  duration 
of  childhood  contributes  to  various  forms 
of  child  abuse.  But  that  approach  is  nev- 
ertheless more  economically  viable  than 
restructuring  society  to  remove  the  injust- 
ices of  the  family. 

The  Badgley  Commission  seemed  de- 
termined not  to  question  the  institutional- 
ization of  male  domination  and  the  de- 
pendence of  women  and  children  in  the 
victimization  of  young  people,  sexual  or 
otherwise,  and  so  betrays  itself  as  anti- 
child,  anti-sex  and  sometimes  anti-gay. 
One  recommendation  is  an  exception 
to  this  trend.  It  deals  with  the  legal  status 
of  a  child's  testimony  in  court. "To  make 
a  child's  testimonial  competency  contin- 
gent upon  or  influenced  by  the  child's  age 
fails  to  take  into  account  the  cognitive 
and  developmental  differences  among 
children  of  the  same  age  and,  in  the  com- 
mittee's view,  is  wrong  in  principle." 
Where  were  such  humane  and  realistic 
principles  when  the  committee  was  con- 
sidering the  ability  arid  rights  of  young 
people  to  consent  to,  or  engage  in,  sex? 
In  setting  the  age  of  "full  consent"  at 
18  the  committee  shows  its  anti-gay  bias. 
It  rationalizes:  "There  is  considerable 
medical  opinion  that  sexual  orientation  is 
settled  by  16.  There  is  also  opinion  to  the 
contrary.  The  committee  is  concerned 
that  legal  protection  be  retained  where  it 
may  be  useful  to  young  persons.  The 
committee  would  therefore  not  reduce 
the  age  of  sexual  autonomy  to  16  in  the 
absence  of  persuasive  evidence  that  such 
a  reduction  would  pose  no  risk  to  devel- 
oping sexual  behaviour." 

Apart  from  law  reform,  the  commit- 
tee's major  recommendation  is  the  crea- 
tion of  an  "Office  of  the  Commissioner" 
—  which  would  report  directly  to  the 
prime  minister's  office  —  to  oversee  the 
on-going  "management"  of  the  problem 
of  child  sexual  abuse.  The  main  functions 
of  this  addition  to  the  state  apparatus 
would  be  collecting  information  and 
overseeing  education  relevant  to  the 
problem.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posed education  that  the  anti-sex  bias  of 
the  committee  becomes  clearest.  Despite 
the  fact  that  many  of  those  polled  in  the 
National  Population  Survey  cited  lack  of 
sexual  knowledge  as  a  factor  in  their  sus- 
ceptibility to  sexual  abuse,  the  Badgley 
Report  shies  away  from  recommending 
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sex  education  per  se.  ("We  recognize  that 
there  are  important  unresolved  issues 
concerning  the  provision  of  certain 
aspects  of  sexual  education  and  health 
promotion  for  Canadian  children.")  In- 
stead the  report  favours  "practical  train- 
ing in  recognizing  the  danger  signals  of 
sexual  abuse  and  exploitation."  Other 
educational  recommendations  include 
dire  warnings  about  the  risks  of  preg- 
nancy, the  consequences  of  untreated 
STDs  and  the  horrors  of  pimps  and  street 
life.  There  are  no  references  to  asser- 
tiveness  training  or  self-defence  instruc- 
tion, nor  to  information  about  preven- 
tion of  STDs  or  conception.  The  report 
suggests  nothing  that  might  actually  give 
children  more  positive  knowledge  or 
more  power. 

The  Badgley  Report  suffers  incurably 
from  sentimentalizing  the  powerlessness 
of  children.  Not  only  does  it  refrain  from 
examining  the  socio-economic  status  of 
children  and  the  institution  of  the  family, 
with  its  child-adult  power  imbalance,  sex- 
role  stereotyping  and  economic  depen- 
dencies; the  report  seems  determined  to 
avoid  looking  at  child  sexual  abuse  in  any 
context  at  all.  It  makes  no  comparisons 
with  sexual  assaults  against  adults  and 
completely  overlooks  non-sexual  assaults 
against  children. 

In  Ontario  alone  as  many  as  8,000 
children  may  have  suffered  such  abuse 
last  year,  according  to  the  director  of  the 
child-abuse  program  at  the  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children  in  Toronto.  Does  the  com- 
mittee really  think  it's  possible  to 
establish  children's  sexual  autonomy  over 
their  own  bodies  in  the  absence  of  pro- 
tection from  all  forms  of  assault?  Does  it 
really  think  it  is  irrelevant  whether  in- 
creased public  awareness  through  the 
media,  guidelines  for  social  workers  and 
legal  reforms  have  had  any  effect  on  the 
plight  of  kids  who  are  physically  assault- 
ed? While  the  120  percent  increase  in 
physical  assaults  against  children  in  the 
US  between  1976  and  1982  is  attributed, 
in  large  part,  to  the  sorry  state  of  the 
economy,  it's  hard  not  to  wonder  if 
stress-related  abuse  of  power  doesn't 
sometimes  also  take  sexual  forms. 

Not  only  is  the  media  presentation  of 
the  report's  findings  misleading,  but 
some  of  the  committee's  interpretation  of 
its  own  data  is  highly  suspect.  One  exam- 
ple: the  only  thing  the  committee  could 
find  to  distinguish  young  prostitutes  from 
the  general  population  was  the  earlier  age 
at  which  many  began  having  sex.  As  far 
as  I  can  tell  from  the  report,  the  NPS 
asked  only  about  now-consenting  sexual 
experiences.  (A  flaw  that  runs  throughout 
the  report  is  its  inability  to  distinguish 
between  consenting  sex  and  abuse.)  The 
committee  was  apprently  comparing  the 
consenting  experiences  of  prostitutes  with 
abuse  in  the  general  population.  And  it 
didn't  seem  to  take  into  account  the  dif- 
ferences in  age  between  the  two  groups: 
the  prostitutes'  average  age  was  18  while 
most  of  the  people  who  answered  the  sur- 
vey were  older  than  21 ,  and  some  were 
older  than  60.  The  obvious  conclusion  — 
that  as  time  goes  by  people  are  having 
their  first  sexual  experience  at  an  earlier 
age  —  was  ignored,  leaving  the  dubious 
implication  that  the  younger  one  is  at  the 
time  of  sexual  initiation  the  more  like  one 
is  to  become  a  prostitute. 

The  Badgley  Report's  investigation  in- 
to prostitution  goes  to  great  lengths  to 


deny  a  class-connection  among  young 
people  who  work  in  the  sex  trade.  "Many 
had  grown  up  in  homes  that  might  other- 
wise have  appeared  to  have  been  com- 
fortable, successful,  and  in  some  instan- 
ces, socially  advantaged."  (The  com- 
mittee is  forced  to  admit  that  these  cir- 
cumstances are  far  more  likely  to  be  the 
case  for  gay  male  hustlers  who  leave 
home  to  escape  hostility  to  their  sexual 
orientation.) 

Whatever  their  economic  circumstan- 
ces, Badgley  couldn't  deny  the  social 
pressures  on  young  people  who  become 
prostitutes:  "Many  young  prostitutes  had 
came  from  family  backgrounds  that  were 
troubled  and  unhappy."  But  the  report 
also  had  to  acknowledge  that  young  pros- 
titutes had  experienced  no  more  sexual 
victimization  as  children  than  had  the  rest 
of  the  population  (paternalistic,  middle- 
class  and  sometimes  even  feminist  stereo- 
typing of  sex  trade  workers  aside). 

The  committee  is  convinced  that  "In 
order  to  bring  these  children  and  youths 
into  situations  where  they  can  receive 
guidance  and  assistance,  it  is  first 
necessary  to  hold  them  and  the  only 
effective  means  of  doing  this  is  through 
the  criminal  process."  I  can't  help  but 
wonder  what  kind  of  inducements  the 
committee  had  to  offer  to  get  the  cooper- 
ation of  so  many  prostitutes,  and  how 
those  who  cooperated  must  feel  now. 

The  overall  message 

of  the  Badgley  Report  is  that  we  need 
more  laws,  and  more  strict  ones.  That 
translates  directly  into  more  police  with 
greater  power  for  more  effective  control, 
from  the  streets  up. 

But  the  real,  insidious,  political  use  of- 
the  issue  of  child  abuse  is  its  potential,  in 
the  midst  of  a  right-wing  moral  panic  cen- 
tred around  campaigns  to  censor  pornog- 
raphy, to  grant  those  who  govern  greater 
control  over  the  circulation  of  ideas. 

The  report  is  forced  to  concede  right 
away  that  "kiddie  porn"  is  not  commer- 
cially available  in  Canada.  It  nevertheless 
devotes  more  than  200  pages  to  the  topic 
of  pornography,  including  13  "case  stud- 
ies" —  juicy  excerpts  from  dirty  maga- 
zines. They  are  no  doubt  cited  (in  the 
absence  of  substantial  evidence  that 
people  are  more  harmed  by  pornography 
than  they  are  by  other  elements  in  their 
environment)  in  order  to  arouse  support 
for  the  recommendations  to  strengthen 
Criminal  Code  sanctions  against  "ob- 
scenity" in  the  name  of  protecting  chil- 
dren from  exposure  to  such  filth. 

The  more  genuinely  threatening  the 
ideas,  the  more  the  report  seems  to  want 
to  supress  them.  It  cites  the  prosecution 
of  The  Body  Politic  for  the  1977  article 
"Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men"  as  if  it 
were  just  another  pornography  case,  and 
fails  to  acknowledge  that  the  article  con- 
tained evidence  contradicting  the  report's 
premise  that  "children"  under  the  age  of 
16  are  not  capable  of  consenting  to  sex. 
The  case  is  traced  only  up  to  the  point  at 
which  the  Crown  had  successfully  ap- 
pealed TBP's  first  acquittal.  No  mention 
is  made  of  TBP's  second  trail  and  acquit- 
tal, nor  of  the  failure  of  the  Crown's  final 
appeal. 

Silence  —  imposed  by  those  in  power 
—  has  never  served  the  interests  of  the 
sexually  victimized:  to  assert  the  rights  of 
the  victimized  upsets  the  social  order  and 
its  balance  of  power,  in  the  family  and  in 
society  as  a  whole.  One  incest  survivor 
wrote  in  Boston's  Gay  Community  News: 
"What  is  evident  is  that  abusers  have 
thrived  up  to  now  on  the  tack  ol  open 


discussion  of  'the  best  kept  secret.'  It  is 
not  those  pedophiles  who  are  talking  and 
writing  that  I  worry  about,  since  they  are 
(quite  courageously)  putting  their  ideas 
and  their  behaviour  out  for  public  scru- 
tiny and  discussion.  Silencing  them  may 
spare  some  of  us  from  being  reminded  of 
our  own  pain,  but  I  don't  believe  that  it 
ultimately  serves  our  movement  for  polit- 
ical and  personal  liberation." 

The  imposition  of  silence  about  the 
reality  of  childhood  sexual  experience  — 
whether  positive  or  negative  —  is  one 
effective  way  to  maintain  the  racket  that 
calls  institutionalized  powerlessness  "in- 
nocence" and  demands  the  surrender  of 
independence  in  exchange  for  the  "pro- 
tection" of  that  innocence.  A  commit- 
ment to  social  and  economic  justice  is  the 
only  true  measure  of  one's  concern  for 
anyone,  including  children. 


The  dependence 

of  children  is  not  worth  it,  says  Shulamith 
Firestone.  "We  are  told  that  childhood 
represents  great  progress. . . .  We  need  to 
start  talking  not  about  sparing  children 
for  a  few  years  from  the  horrors  of  adult 
life,  but  about  eliminating  those  horrors. 
In  a  society  free  of  exploitation,  children 
could  be  like  adults  (with  no  exploitation 
implied).  The  privileged  slavery  (patron- 
age) that  women  and  children  undergo  is 
not  freedom.  For  self-regulation  is  at  the 
basis  of  all  freedom,  and  dependence  at 
the  origin  of  all  inequality."  □ 

SATING 

NO& 
SAYING 

YES 


Jim  Monk  on  the  PBS  report, 
Child  Sexual  Abuse:  What 
Your  Children  Should  Know 

He  was  my  favourite 

customer  —  an  elderly  man  living  with  his 
wife  in  a  senior-citizens'  housing  develop- 
ment. Sometimes  they  would  invite  me  in 
for  a  quick  snack  and  a  little  conversa- 
tion. I  was  the  paperboy;  I  delivered  the 
old  Star  Weekly.  It  was  my  night  to  col- 
lect and,  as  usual,  their  apartment  was 
my  last  stop. 

The  week  before  I  had  casually  men- 
tioned that  my  sixteenth  birthday  was 
coming  up.  He  always  tipped  me  a  quar- 
ter and  had  been  quite  generous  at  Christ- 
mas, so  I  wasn't  surprised  when  he  in- 
vited me  inside,  saying  he  had  a  little 
something  for  me. 

His  wife  was  away  for  the  evening. 

"This  is  just  between  us  boys,"  he  said. 


"The  real,  insidious 
political  use  of  the  issue 
of  child  abuse  is  its 
potential,  in  the  midst  of 
a  right-wing  moral  panic 
centred  around 
campaigns  to  censor 
pornography,  to  grant 
those  who  govern  greater 
control  over  the 
circulation  of  ideas" 


From  The  Gobe  and  Mail,  Saturday, 
December  I,  1984 
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ACROSS  CANADA 


Mail-opening  seen 
as  anti-pom  weapon 


OTTAWA  (CP)  -  Revenue 
Minttter  Perra  Beetty  say*  the 
Gcwnaww  wffl  v«*  the  nt«> 
licit  view*  about  maul  < 


to  the  Custom  Act,  because 
that  may  be  one  way  to  crack 
dows  en  the  tmporutaw  of  child 
pornography.  He  fotd  the 
Commons-  there  has  been  no 
increase  ia  coounercuu'  slap- 
nvutt  of  cfetid  pornography 
frost  Swope.  which  wouW  or 
barred,  but  a  t*  hard  us  teS  ham 
much  material 
Under  the  Canada  Peat 
Act,  letter*  care**  be  opened 
unices  the  rectpesrd  gi"u  per- 
mtwon.  "As  ft  re**  of  tin*,  w* 
do  not  haw  a  dear  u-nderatand 
tng  of  the  volume  of  rms  sort  of 
material  cormng  in,"  he  said. 
Later,  Mr  Beany  told  reportm 
tt  15  herd  w  judge  between  the 
conflicting  evtlv  ~  Historically 
one  baa  referred  to  the  sanctity 
of  the  mads.  .  Obviously 
ihnre'i «  concern  that  you  weigh 
off  the  need  to  control  import* 
with  the  right  to  privacy  ol 
people  using  the  mads. 


formal  judgment  was  not  made 
until  a  week  later,  by  vfcicb 
irme  Cutter  had  got  nd  of  the 
bags  The  Canadian  Red  Crate, 
which  normally  kept  a  six- 
month  supply  of  Wood  bags  on 
hand,  bought  S3»,0»  worth  that 
wee*  and  had  to  rmi  a  ware- 
house to  store  rhem 

Hun.ey  is  named 
to  Alberta  post 

OTTAWA  (CP)  -  Hoten 
Hunley.  a  former  Conservative 
tebmet  mtnaaer  tn  Alberta,  has 
baas  appocMad  the  province'? 


Monster  Bra 
rammed  yesterday  Mass  Rim- 
ley.  **,  a  native  W  Acme,  Aha  . 
served  in  the  armed  forces  dur- 
ing the  Second  World  War,  ran  a 


away  years  and  was  rv> 
Rocky   Mountain  Hour 
before 
baaajftsfiw*  • 
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"All  of  Stones  remarks 
dealt  with  unwanted 
sexual  contact.  Midway 
through  the  show,  an 
obvious  question  popped 
out  of  the  mouth  of  a 
curious  boy. 

'But  what  if  you 
likeitr" 


and  I  grinned  back  with  anticipation. 

"So  you're  sixteen,  I  guess  now  you 
can  do  what  a  man  can  do." 

"That's  right,"  I  replied,  assuming  he 
was  referring  to  driving  a  car.  But  that 
wasn't  what  he  had  in  mind. 

He  reached  down  and  rubbed  my 
crotch  and  then  tugged  at  the  zipper  on 
my  pants.  Suddenly  I  had  an  erection,  my 
heart  was  racing  and  the  room  seemed 
unbearably  hot. 

"Hey,  none  of  that!"  I  blurted  out, 
shoving  his  arm  away.  Grabbing  my  jack- 
et, I  ran  out  the  door  and  jumped  onto 
my  bike,  racing  away  in  the  darkness.  I 
rode  around  aimlessly  for  hours,  not 
thinking  about  what  had  happened  but 
just  putting  in  time  until  my  emotions 
calmed  down  enough  that  I  could  go 
home. 

The  next  week  when  it  came  time  to 
deliver  my  papers  I  faked  being  sick  and 
got  someone  else  to  take  care  of  them. 
The  following  week  I  hid  the  papers  in  the 
attic.  Soon  after,  the  customers  com- 
plained and  I  lost  the  route. 

In  the  months  that  followed,  I  dreamed 
about  the  old  man.  I  remember  dreaming 
once  of  not  running  away  but  allowing 
him  to  undress  me.  Before  the  dream 
went  any  further  than  that  I  woke  up, 
aroused  and  feeling  very  guilty.  Eventual- 
ly I  forgot  about  the  matter  and  the 
dreams  stopped.  It  was  many  years 
before  I  mentioned  the  incident  to 
anyone. 


Child  Sexual  Abuse: 

What  Your  Children  Should  Know  is  a 
five-part  television  programme  produced 
in  Chicago  by  WTTW-TV  for  the  Public 
Broadcasting  Service.  It  was  aired  last 
September  in  my  area,  and  received  con- 
siderable attention  from  the  media.  A 
publicity  campaign  urged  parents  and 
children  to  watch  the  series  and  seminars 
were  held  to  prepare  social  workers,  pol- 
ice and  school  counsellors  for  the  antici- 
pated increase  in  complaints  of  abuse. 

The  series  was  billed  as  a  non-sensa- 
tional treatment  of  the  issue.  I  doubted 
this  claim;  I  believed  that  even  PBS  could 
not  be  immune  to  the  yellow  journalism 
that  characterizes  almost  all  reporting  of 
child-adult  sex.  Stories  that  combine  lurid 
descriptions  with  morar  indignation  have 
become  regular  features  in  most  news- 
papers and  on  the  TV  screen. 

This  series  did  take  a  different  ap- 
proach. It  was  not  a  balanced  examina- 
tion of  child-adult  sexual  relations,  and 
there  were  some  emotional  moments  and 
expressions  of  outrage,  but  for  the  most 
part  the  discussion  took  place  in  a  calm, 
deliberate,  almost  understated  fashion. 
And  the  discussion  itself  challenged  some 
commonly  held  assumptions.  We  are 
told,  for  instance,  that  parents  should 
teach  thier  kids  to  question  authority. 
And  that  "if  you  were  to  pick  a  part  of 
the  population  where  children  are  safer, 
you  would  probably  pick  a  gay  popula- 
tion because,  on  the  whole,  they  are  not 
involved  in  sexual  abuse  of  children." 

The  first  show,  "A  Program  for  Par- 
ents," was  hosted  by  actor  Mike  Farrell 
of  MASH  fame.  He  introduced  a  panel  of 
experts,  who  were  questioned  by  Farrell 
and  the  studio  audience.  Pre-recorded 
material  appeared  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  90-minute  programme  ended  with  a 
preview  of  the  remaining  four  shows. 


Interviews  with  four  women  who  had 
been  sexually  abused  during  childhood 
were  used  to  illustrate  the  problem  with 
grim  effectiveness.  All  four  women  had 
kept  silent  for  many  years  for  fear  of  re- 
prisals, being  held  responsible  or  not  be- 
ing believed. 

What  is  bad  about  sexual  relations  with 
children?  Farrell  asked  that  question  of 
Professor  Jon  Conte  of  the  University  of 
Chicago.  Conte' s  answer  was  that  some 
children  suffer  adverse  consequences  — 
nightmares,  depression,  isolation  from 
peers,  fear.  When  they  become  adults, 
some  victims  suffer  from  psychological 
problems  that,  Conte  feels,  can  be  traced 
to  their  early  sexual  experiences.  He 
stressed  that  not  all  children  suffer  from 
these  problems.  More  importantly,  he 
said,  it  is  a  question  of  ethics: 

"There  is  no  reason  in  a  civilized  soci- 
ety that  one  human  being  should  be  able 
to  use  another  human  being.  Especially 
when  one  of  those  human  beings,  the  vic- 
tim, is  weaker  and  younger,  and  doesn't 
have  the  capacity,  or  the  capability,  to  say 
no.  It  is  an  unequal  relationship  every 
time  you  involve  a  child  in  sexual  abuse 
by  an  adult." 

One  of  the  four  female  victims  was 
more  emphatic.  Now  a  mother,  she  had 
been  abused  at  age  nine.  She's  teaching 
her  daughter  not  to  allow  anyone  to 
touch  her  sexually  until  she  becomes  an 
adult,  and  to  tell  those  that  try,  "you 
can't  do  that  to  me,  that  hurts." 

If  all  of  this  seems  like  an  entirely 
negative  perspective  on  child-adult  rela- 
tionships, it  was.  But  there  is  a  welcome 
twist  coming.  Child  Abuse:  What  Your 
Children  Should  Know  is  primarily  con- 
cerned not  with  terrorizing  parents  and 
punishing  offenders,  but  with  empower- 
ing children.  The  series  does  not  preach 
that  children  are  inherently  defenceless. 
Instead,  it  demonstrates  how  to  develop  a 
child's  capability  to  say  no.  With  this 
capacity  comes  an  inescapable  corrollary, 
the  right  to  say  yes,  which  calls  Professor 
Conte's  ethical  thesis  into  question. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  parent's  show, 
therapist  Cordelia  Kent  was  asked  to 
define  sexual  abuse.  She  replied  that  it  is 
"forced  or  tricked  sexual  contact,  includ- 
ing visual  exposure  and  verbal  harass- 
ment as  well  as  physical  touch."  The 
definition  of  incest  was  similar:  "forced 
or  tricked  sex  with  family  members."  The 
possibility  that  a  child  might  willingly 
enter  into  and  enjoy  a  sexual  relationship 
with  someone  is  never  explored,  or  even 
denied.  It  appears  to  have  been  deliber- 
ately ignored. 

The  four  shows  for  students  were  each 
30  minutes  in  length  and  aimed  at  differ- 
ent age  groups,  from  kindergarten 
through  senior  high  school.  They  all  dealt 
with  abusive  situations  and  how  to  stop 
them. 

Mary  Ellen  Stone,  a  counsellor  with 
King  County  Rape  Relief,  near  Seattle, 
Washington,  was  the  teacher  in  the  pro- 
gramme for  children  in  grades  four  to 
seven.  Her  subject  was  "touching."  She 
asked  the  class  to  give  her  examples  of 
good  touches  and  bad  touches,  and  con- 
fusing touches  that  start  out  feeling  good 
but  end  up  feeling  bad,  like  being  tickled 
by  someone  who  refuses  to  stop.  Then 
she  told  several  stories  about  older  youths 
or  adults  who  try  to  trick  or  force  chil- 
dren into  sexual  situations.  She  interrupt- 
ed her  narratives  to  ask  the  students  how 
they  imagined  the  children  felt  inside  and 
how  they  should  act.  She  summarized 
four  points  for  children  to  remember: 

"It's your  body.  You  can  decide  what 
happens  to  your  body.  You  can  decide 
who's  going  to  touch  it,  or  who's  not  go- 
ing to  touch  it.  It's  not  fair  for  people  to 
touch  you  when  you  don't  want  to  be 
touched.  You  decide.  You  can  say  yes. 
You  can  say  no. 


"Use your  intuition.  If  you  feel  like 
something's  wrong,  then  you're  right. 

"  Tell  somebody  about  it.  Keep  telling 
somebody  until  you  get  some  help. 

"It's  never  your  fault.  Regardless  of 
what  happens,  it's  not  your  fault,  it's  the 
other  person's  fault.  You  don't  have  to 
take  that  responsibilty." 

All  of  Stone's  remarks  dealt  with  un- 
wanted sexual  contact.  Midway  through 
the  show,  an  obvious  question  popped 
out  of  the  mouth  of  a  curious  boy. 

"But  what  if  you  like  it?" 

She  didn't  give  him  an  answer.  She  said 
most  people  don't  like  it  when  they  are 
tricked  or  forced  into  something.  The  boy 
was  left  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 


The  moral  panic 

about  abuse  is  working  in  several  direc- 
tions. Pedophiles  are  replacing  homosex- 
uals as  society's  sexual  outlaws.  The  state 
is  extending  its  surveillance  and  control 
over  the  family.  Ironically,  at  the  same 
time,  the  best  defences  against  child 
abuse  are  also  opening  up  possibilities  for 
increased  sexual  freedom  for  the  young. 

Supporters  of  age-of-consent  legisla- 
tion rightly  point  out  that  children  often 
lack  the  intellectual  skills  and  knowledge 
to  evaluate  sexual  experience  or  the  power 
to  control  the  extent  of  their  participation 
in  sexual  relations.  It  is  damningly  clear, 
however,  that  arbitrarily  criminalizing  the 
sexual  relationships  of  young  people  has 
not  prevented  their  exploitation.  Instead, 
those  laws  deny  children  the  opportunity 
to  gain  experience  in  an  open,  discussable 
manner,  while  abuse  flourishes  under  a 
blanket  of  silence. 

By  focussing  discussion  on  sexual 
abuse  and  by  teaching  children  to  per- 
ceive and  expose  abusive  situations,  in- 
formation and  skills  are  being  imparted 
that  will  be  applied  to  establish  a  basis  for 
consensual  relationships. 

By  treating  complaints  from  young 
people  with  the  same  respect  that  is  final- 
ly being  accorded  to  the  testimony  of 
women  who  are  abused,  the  power  of 
children  to  limit  or  terminate  relation- 
ships in  strengthened.  This  is  a  perverse, 
back-door  approach  to  liberation,  but  it 
is  typical  of  how  society  evolves  in  these 
times. 


I  was  raised  in  a  strict 

religious  tradition  that  regarded  sex  out- 
side marriage  as  sinful  and  homosexuality 
as  evil.  I  was  taught  to  regard  my  body  as 
a  temple,  temporarily  out  on  loan  from 
the  Guy  Upstairs.  When  the  old  man  on 
my  paper  route  made  his  move  on  me,  I 
reacted  in  the  socially  approved  manner: 
I  rejected  him.  That  is  what  bothered  me 
most  about  the  experience. 

Before  my  sixteenth  birthday,  I  wanted 
sex  with  another  man,  even  though  1 
refused  to  acknowledge  that  I  was  gay.  I 
lusted  after  my  friends  at  school  but 
never  approached  anyone.  When  the  old 
man  touched  me,  my  body  momentarily 
overcame  my  inhibitions,  but  guilt  drove 
me  away. 

If  I  had  participated  in  one  of  Mary 
Ellen  Stone's  classes,  I  would  have  been 
prepared  for  that  pass.  I  might  still  have 
rejected  him,  but  I  would  have  remained 
in  control  of  myself,  and  I  would  have 
kept  my  paper  route.  Maybe  I  might  even 
have  responded  to  his  advance;  I  might 
have  found  someone  with  whom  I  could 
discover  my  sexuality.  □ 
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I'd  heard  of  Bratty  before,  even  seen 
her  front  the  band  that  bears  her 
name.  But,  bopping  to  "The  Condo 
Dog"  on  Toronto's  Church  Street  at 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  '84, 1 
was  suddenly  struck  by  Bratty's  rhythms, 
Bratty's  look.  For  a  moment,  I  wondered 
if  it  was  just  the  excitement  of  the  day 
that  had  moved  people  to  dancing,  clap- 
ping for  more.  It  wasn't.  I  made  a  point 
of  seeing  Bratty  several  times  after  that: 
at  the  Gay  Community  Appeal's  "Reflec- 
tions" bash,  having  changed  a  few  words 
of  a  popular  1950s  tune,  Bratty,  her  band 
and  her  back-up  singers,  the  Babysitters, 
sang:  "You're  gonna  be  sorry  you  were 
ever  born  —  hey-la,  hey-la,  my  girlfriend's 
back.  'Cause  she's  kinda  big  and  she's 
awful  strong  —  hey-la,  hey-la,  my  girl- 
friend's back."  The  party  was  boring; 
Bratty  was  hot. 

A  few  weeks  later,  I  was  sitting  in  Brat- 
ty's kitchen  sipping  fruit  tea.  1  noticed  a 
pair  of  handcuffs  nailed  to  the  wall  about 
eight  feet  off  the  floor.  "That  way  I  can 
always  find  them  when  I  need  them,"  she 
explained.  "Aren't  they  up  kind  of 
high?"I  wondered.  "Well,  you  have  to 
work  for  them  of  course."  I  knew  I  was 
going  to  like  this  woman. 

Bratty  is  excited  and  fascinated  by  her 
band's  growing  popularity.  "I've  seen  the 
lyrics  of  some  of  my  songs  written  down 
in  spots.  'My  1UD  rejected  me'  on 
bathroom  walls.  There's  another  tune 
people  really  like:  'The  Ugliest  Girl  in 
Town.'  At  first  people  looked  at  me  and 
said  'Oh,  well  you're  not  ugly'  and  I 
thought:  'What  do  you  know  about  what 
ugly  is,  and  how  people  treat  you  when 
they  think  you're  ugly';  it's  the  whole 
issue  of  sexuality  and  fashion  which  is 
what  the  song  is  about." 

Some  listeners  seem  confused  about 
the  Bratty  look  and  sound:  "More  and 
more  people  are  asking  'What  kind  of 
music  do  you  play?'  They  think  'Oh,  you 
must  be  a  punk  rocker.  Look  at  that  — 
you've  got  flaming  blue  and  pink  and 
purple  hair,  and  look  at  those  clothes  and 
that's  a  brush  cut  isn't  it?  and  oh,  God 
what's  that  thing  in  your  ear?'  I'm  not  a 
punk  rocker.  I  have  no  political  affilia- 
tions with  that  movement.  Also,  there  are 
androgynous  qualities  about  me.  They're 
not  sure  if  I'm  a  man  or  a  woman,  if  I 
might  be  gay  or  straight,  or  just  what  I 
am.  'So  just  what  sort  of  music  do  you 
play?'  people  ask.  They  assume  I'm  a 
punk:  a  tidy  punk." 

Bratty  gigs  often  attract  crowds  which 
are  as  remarkably  diverse  as  Bratty's 
material:  "We  play  all  different  styles  of 
music  and  will  continue  to  do  that, 
because  every  member  of  the  band  and 
our  audience  is  a  distinct  personality. 
There's  something  here  for  everyone. 
That  is  really  the  Eighties:  you  don't  have 
to  be  confined.  Our  sound  is  really 
sounds  from  all  over,  put  together." 
As  for  fame,  Bratty  entertains  the 
possibility  of  becoming  very  big,  but 
knows  that  sometimes  when  something 
gets  big,  people  resent  it  and  reject  it  by 
creating  things  like  I  HATE  MICHAEL 
JACKSON  buttons.  "It's  like  the  whole 
DISCO  SUCKS  thing.  That's  a  symptom 
of  unhealthiness  in  our  society,  I  think, 
the  need  to  attack  people.  It  makes  them 
feel  good  to  dislike  you  if  they  don't  like 
the  music  you  play;  or  if  you're  black  or 
gay  or  Jewish,  or  if  you  have  a  punk  hair- 
do. It  makes  people  feel  good  to  say  nasty 
things  to  other  people;  it  feeds  their 
aggression." 

• 
There  have  always  been  oft-misplaced 
concerns  about  popular  music  and  what  it 
does  to  people;  most  recently,  sexually 
ambiguous  acts  like  Boy  George  (Culture 
Club)  and  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood 
have  been  causing  a  stir.  There  is  also 


Sonja  Mills  talks 

with  the  up  and 

coming  performer 

about  everthing  from 

Heavy  Metal  macho 

to  the  ultimate  pop 

show:  the  Pope 


BRATTY 


some  concern  about  "Heavy  Metal,"  that 
it  feeds  aggression  and  anger.  Bratty 
disagrees. 

"I  can't  disapprove  of  Heavy  Metal;  I 
really  don't  think  it's  harmful.  I  was  on  a 
streetcar  this  summer  with  a  group  of 
kids  going  to  a  Motley  Criie  concert. 
These  kids  were  15  or  16  and  just  starting 
to  learn  about  themselves  and  sex  and  all 
that.  So  they're  all  in  couples,  and  the 
girls  are  real  sleazy  and  the  guys  are  real 
cocky  and  wearing  makeup  because  the 
band  wears  makeup;  but  it's  a  heterosex- 
ual, macho  thing.  My  girlfriend  and  I 
started  to  get  trouble  from  these  guys, 
because  of  our  appearance  and  who  they 
think  we  are.  After  a  couple  of  minutes,  I 
started  growling  like  a  dog,  and  then  I 
started  barking  at  them.  They  all  thought 
it  was  great,  and  instantly  all  the  things 


"My  girlfriend  and  I  started  to 
get  trouble  from  these  guys 
because  of  our  appearance. 
After  a  couple  of  minutes,  I 
started  growling  like  a  dog,  and 
then  I  started  barking  at  them. 
They  all  thought  it  was  great, 
and  instantly  all  the  things  about 
'punk'  and  'ugly  dyke'  went  out 
the  window." 

Beverley  Bratty  with  Babysitter  and 
girlfriend  Gina,  and  Condo  Dog  Bentley 


about  'punk'  and  'ugly  dyke'  went  out 
the  window. 

"Instead  of  calling  them  'assholes'  or 
'stupid  kids,'  I  took  the  trouble  to  think 
about  it.  I  had  to  establish  my  space  —  I 
could  have  just  ignored  it,  but  it  was  an 
opportunity  for  involvement.  The  fact 
that  those  kids  could  see  the  humour  in 
what  I  was  doing  instead  of  getting  hostile 
shows  me  that  they're  not  willing  to 
emulate  the  Heavy  Metal  bands'  thea- 
trics. Obviously  you  have  to  be  concerned 
for  your  personal  safety  in  extreme  cir- 
cumstances; anyone  who  has  ever  been 
hit  knows  about  that,  and  I've  been  hit. 
You  have  to  be  a  judge  of  situation,  to  be 
able  to  recognize  when  they're  all  full  of 
drugs  and  alcohol.  And  when  they  will  go 
over  the  brink  to  satisfy  peer  pressure. 
You  have  to  try  to  see  past  all  that. 

"I  suppose  that's  why  I  feel  so  strongly 
about  the  versatility  of  the  members  of 
Bratty  —  the  diversity  and  acceptance  of 
the  band  members,  the  audience,  the 
material,  the  lyrics,  everything  —  that's 
my  obsession.  I'm  not  going  to  say  to 
someone,  'Well,  you're  straight-looking 
and  you  come  from  Guelph;  you  can't  be 
in  the  band.'  That's  not  it  at  all;  it's  where 
your  heart  is  and  where  your  head  is.  It 
doesn't  matter  what  you  look  like  or 
where  you're  from;  everyone's  going  to 
have  to  like  it .  You  're  going  to  have  to 
like  it  —  or  else  you're  just  going  to  be 
one  of  those  aggressive  people  wearing 
I  HATE  MICHAEL  JACKSON  buttons." 

• 
Bratty  is  fascinated  by  the  Pope,  the 
Royal  Family,  Michael  Jackson  —  all 
great  performers.  "The  royal  couple  is 
one  of  my  favourite  hobbies.  I  collect  a 
little  bit  of  their  paraphernalia,  I  like  to 
read  about  them,  and  I  have  a  little  scrap- 
book  that  I  keep  of  them.  They  represent 
something  for  me  —  a  magic  fairy  tale. 
The  whole  royal  family  thing  is  so  ridicu- 
lous to  the  modern  mind,  it's  so  stupid.  I 
mean,  I  have  to  show  you  this  mug" 
Mratty  goes  to  a  kitchen  cupboard  and 
shows  me  a  mug  that  bears  the  faces  of 
Charles  and  Diana.  "Here,  ihis  is  the 
one.  Now  why,  why  is  this  made?  I  have 
three  different  styles.  I'm  waiting  for  the 
papal  mug,  that'll  be  my  next  little 
thing...  and  I  wain  one  of  the  royal 


babies.  It's  so  ludicrous,  and  there  are  ac- 
tually people  out  there  who  love  them, 
genuinely.  In  that  respect,  they're  like 
pop  performers,  part  of  the  most  elabor- 
ate fairy  tale  ever  told,  ever  staged,  and 
they're  going  to  force  a  happy  ending. 

"I  think  the  royal  family  know  who 
they  are  and  just  play  along.  But  the 
Pope  is  a  fanatic  —  he  doesn't  know! 
People  think  that  kids  who  are  in  the 
Moonies  have  to  be  de-programmed. 
Well  what  about  Catholics?  Your  baptism 
saves  you  in  the  beginning,  so  that  if  you 
die,  you  don't  go  to  hell;  but  after  that 
you  have  to  follow  the  rules  and  be  re- 
sponsible and  eat  your  fish  on  Fridays 
and  wear  your  hat  in  church  and  all  that 
stuff.  Anyone  like  me  who  has  been 
through  the  Catholic  experience  knows 
about  the  impressions  a  Catholic  educa- 
tion can  leave  on  a  child:  the  whole  pun- 
ishment thing  —  you  have  to  be  punished 
all  the  time  —  there's  no  positive  rein- 
forcement in  that.  God  is  fear.  It  breeds 
only  upset  and  neurotic  people.  And  how 
many  times  do  you  say,  'I  am  not  worthy 
of  Thee?'  Nobody  seems  to  recognize 
that  it's  a  cult,  just  as  dangerous  as  any 
other  with  brainwashing  and  manipula- 
tive techniques.  It  takes  people's  free- 
doms away  just  as  well  as  any  cult,  gets 
them  in  therapy,  and  breaks  up  their  mar- 
riages. And  the  weird  sacrifices,  the  goul- 
ish  sort  of  ceremonies  —  the  drinking  of 
the  blood  and  the  eating  of  the  body. 
That's  normal?  Sure,  those  are  just  sym- 
bols, but  there  must  be  another  way  to 
take  on  the  spirit  of  your  inspirer. 

"That's  what's  so  funny  about  this 
whole  Pope-mania.  He's  going  around  to 
every  country  in  the  world  —  drinking 
blood  and  eating  bodies  for  billions.  It's 
the  biggest  pop  show  ever." 

• 
Bratty  entertains  pop  fantasies,  whether 
it's  royal  pomp,  papal  ritual  or  her  own 
band.  Bratty  will  continue  to  play  Toron- 
to bars  and  dance  halls,  and  will  continue 
to  gain  popularity  here  and  elsewhere. 
And  though  the  young  dyke  following 
will  no  doubt  stay,  the  audiences  will 
become  more  varied  and  very  apprecia- 
tive. It's  hard  not  to  appreciate  good  pop. 

"Bratty  will  probably  do  more  work  in 
the  gay  community.  Our  following  isn't 
only  gay,  although  I  would  like  to  feel 
that  gay  women  especially  can  be  en- 
couraged by  what  we're  doing  and  feel 
good  about  themselves.  But  I  sing  songs 
about  all  kinds  of  things,  I'm  not  trying 
to  promote  any  particular  community.  I 
want  to  say  to  people,  'Yeah,  we're  going 
to  sing  about  this  for  you;  but  we're  go- 
ing to  sing  about  other  things  too;  so  be 
prepared.  Yes,  you're  special.  You're  not 
going  to  possess  us,  but  there's  something 
here  for  you.'  I  hope  that  the  tendency  to 
trash  someone  else  to  make  you  feel  good 
about  yourself  won't  start  happening  to 
us,  because  that  will  break  down  the  au- 
dience. But  I  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  people, 
I  don't  think  this  will  happen:  There's  a 
dyke  in  the  hand,  hoooo!  There 's  not 
enough  dykes  in  the  hand,  hoooo!  Which 
one 's  the  fag?  Is  there  a  fag?  Hey.  there  \ 
no  Mack  people;  you  need  a  hlack  person 
in  the  hand.  Some  people  get  turned  off. 
but  1  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  people.  I'm 
hoping  that  the  majority  will  stay  and 
grow  the  enjoy  the  hand,  not  count 
dykes,  or  look  tor  the  fag. 

"I  hope  people  can  accept  and  part)    I 
mean,  we're  jus!  a  pop  band." 


Bratty  is  playing  m  Toronto  I  rutin.  January 
is  hi  «;  dance  sponsored  by  the  Ryerson  Wom- 
en !s  ( 'entre,  63  Gould  Si,  and  Friday,  January 
23  at  tin-  Rlvoli,  334  Queen  St  H    ibo  watch 

lor  tin-  IhiiuI  in  Ottawa  sometime  m  February 
limit  i  ha\  fust  finished  recording  a  demo  /<//><• 
which  will  soon  /v  made  available  to  pro- 
moters,  en 
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Are  the  enforcers  of  gay  bar  door 
policies  the  new  queerbashers  in  our  midst? 

OUT  OF  THE  CLOSET 

OUT  IN  THE 


by  Danny  Cockerline 


A  few  years  back,  there  was  a  news 
item  in  this  magazine  about  a 
group  of  people  who  were  thrown 
out  of  the  Ramada  Inn  lounge  in 
North  Bay,  Ontario,  the  town 
where  I  grew  up.  These  people  had  been 
frequenting  the  lounge  for  quite  some 
time,  but  a  problem  arose  when  they 
decided  to  throw  caution  to  the  wind  and 
dance  with  each  other  —  in  same-sex 
couples.  After  a  few  songs,  the  music  was 
abruptly  stopped  and  they  were  led  pro- 
testing from  the  hotel. 
• 
On  a  busy  Sunday  evening  this  past  sum- 
mer at  Cornelius,  a  Toronto  gay  bar,  the 
muscle-bound  he-man  who  guards  the 
door  lumbered  over  and  ordered  me  to 
leave.  Having  frequented  the  bar  for 
quite  some  time,  I  asked  why.  He  articu- 
lated as  best  he  could  that  "guys  aren't 
supposed  to  wear  makeup,  only  girls 
are."  In  addition  to  eye  makeup,  I  was 
wearing  men's  overalls,  running  shoes 
and  a  military  haircut:  the  sort  of  outfit 
I'd  worn  there  many  times  before.  As  I 
was  led  from  the  bar,  I  thought  of  how 
many  times  I'd  been  told  "guys  aren't 
supposed  to  suck  cock." 

• 
Cornelius  is  not  the  only  Toronto  gay  bar 
that  has  begun  offering  its  patrons  free 
advice  on  how  they  should  dress.  Early 
this  past  summer,  Chaps  launched  a  cam- 
paign of  discrimination  against  "new 
wavers"  that  seemed  to  inspire  other  gay 
bars  around  the  city.  Just  recently,  Boots 
adopted  a  "men  in  men's  clothing  and 
women  in  women's  clothing"  policy. 
Men  in  drag  have  been  the  first  casualties: 
Gina  Loren,  who  has  frequented  the  bar 
for  the  past  three  years  and  who  was 
named  Mr  Boots  in  a  competition  there 
this  past  summer,  has  found  himself  out 
in  the  street.  A  recent  survey  reported  in 
The  Body  Politic's  free  local  tabloid, 
Xtra,  found  that  drag  doesn't  seem  to  be 
welcome  in  any  of  the  city's  bars,  unless 
it 's  confined  to  the  stage  or  the  video  mon- 
itor. Divine  and  Boy  George  are  popular 
on  the  little  screen  but  not,  it  would  seem, 
on  the  dance  floor. 

Reports  have  also  been  received  at  The 
Body  Politic  over  the  past  year  of  dis- 
crimination against  people  on  the  basis  of 


GOLD 

sex,  skin  colour,  age  and  class.  Gay 
Asians  of  Toronto  circulated  a  flyer  dur- 
ing the  summer  informing  people  that 
discrimination  was  taking  place  at  Chaps. 
And  the  new  Club  101  decided  recently 
that  its  downstairs  bar,  open  only  on 
weekends,  was  becoming  too  popular 
with  the  wrong  kind  of  women  —  gener- 
ally working-class  dykes.  The  manage- 
ment started  telling  women  who  didn't 
meet  the  desired  upscale  image  that  they 
could  come  in  only  if  escorted  by  men. 

There  doesn't  seem  to  be  much  consis- 
tency in  these  door  policies.  Some  people 
allowed  in  one  night  have  been  turned 
away  on  another.  Most  of  the  problems 
occur  at  peak  times,  when  "undesirables" 
are  pegged  for  ID  while  preferred  cus- 
tomers pass  freely. 


After  being  bounced  from  Cornelius,  I 
headed  down  to  Yonge  and  Wellesley  to 
sit  and  brood.  More  food  for  thought:  it 
was  at  this  same  corner  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore that  another  man  had  decided  guys 
aren't  supposed  to  wear  makeup.  He'd 
pounced  on  me,  called  me  a  "faggot," 
punched  me  in  the  nose  and  threw  me  to 
the  ground,  intent  on  inflicting  further 
bodily  harm.  Not  feeling  any  particular 
need  to  impress  my  manhood  on  anyone, 
I'd  fled. 

Now  here  I  was  again,  feeling  as  if  I'd 
been  thrown  to  the  lions.  Driven  out  of  a 
gay  bar  and  feeling  far.  from  safe  on  the 
streets,  where  do  I  go  now?  Should  I  try 
my  luck  at  Chaps?  Or  go  home  to  the 
closet? 

• 
I'm  not  wild  about  closets.  I  guess  I'm 
what  gets  called  an  out  gay  person.  To 
some  that  means  1  flaunt  it,  but  me,  I 
prefer  to  think  I  just  don't  go  out  of  my 
way  to  hide  it.  Having  decided  that  it's 
okay  to  suck  cock,  despite  what  I've  been 
told,  I've  also  decided  that  a  lot  of  other 
things  I've  been  told  are  shit  too.  So  I 
wear  makeup  and  skirts  if  I  want  to,  and  I 
don't  worry  anymore  about  whether  my 
wrists  are  too  limp  or  my  voice  is  too  high 
or  whether  I  "walk  like  a  girl." 

I  like  to  think  that  what  I  do  with  my 
body  is  my  business,  but,  alas,  there  are 
people  out  there  who  are  still  living  in  the 
dark  ages.  People  who  raid  gay  bath- 


houses, bars,  bookstores  and  magazines, 
people  who  fire  gay  people,  evict  us,  has- 
sle us  at  borders  and  deny  us  protection 
under  human  rights  codes,  people  who 
condemn  us  in  the  media  and  in  church 
and  people  who  ridicule  and  bash  us  on 
the  streets. 

And  now,  it  seems,  people  who  throw 
us  out  of  our  own  bars. 

Bar  managers,  of  course,  wouldn't  see 
their  door  policies  as  queerbashing,  cer- 
tainly not  on  a  par  with  anything  so  taste- 
less as  drawing  blood.  No,  they  are  sim- 
ply catering  to  a  particular  clientele 
(which  just  happens  to  be  butch,  white 
men),  and  they  believe  they  have  a  right 
to  exclude  people  who  don't  fit  the  image 
they  have  in  mind.  After  all,  it's  their  bar, 
right? 

The  lounge  manager  of  the  North  Bay 
Ramada  Inn  also  has  an  image  of  the 
kind  of  clientele  he  wants.  It's  a  "family" 
hotel,  and  he  believes  he  has  the  right  to 
exclude  gay  people  because  we  don't  fit 
that  image.  Well,  if  gay  bars  can  cater  to 
butch,  white  men  and  keep  the  rest  of  us 
out  at  their  discretion,  then  can't  straight 
bars  cater  to  straight  people  and  keep  the 
queers  out?  And  why  stop  at  bars: 
shouldn't  employers  and  landlords  and 
governments  and  police  departments  be 
allowed  to  keep  the  queers  out  too? 

Some  of  the  bar  managers  seem  aware 
of  this  line  of  logic,  so  they  don't  talk 
much  about  image.  Instead  they've  got  a 
truckload  of  other  excuses  to  justify  dis- 
crimination. Men  in  drag  or  new-wave 
gear  are  apparently  rude  and  arrogant, 
don't  buy  drinks,  use  the  women's  wash- 
room, start  fights,  drive  people  away  and 
—  my  favourite  —  spit  at  the  DJ  if  they 
don't  like  the  music.  Working  class  dykes 
fight  in  the  washrooms  and  threaten  bar- 
tenders with  broken  beer  bottles.  If  all 
drag  queens,  new  wavers  and  butch  les- 
bians are  guilty  of  these  heinous  crimes, 
then  why  are  some  of  them  allowed  in  on 
slower  nights?  Is  the  sport  of  spitting  on 
the  DJ  forbidden  only  on  weekends? 

The  tactic  of  holding  an  entire  group  of 
people  responsible  for  the  actions  of  a 
few  in  order  to  justify  persecuting  all  of 
them  should  look  familiar  to  gay  people: 
it's  been  used  often  enough  against  us. 
It's  more  than  a  little  disturbing  to  see  us 
using  it  against  each  other. 

• 
We've  heard  all  the  excuses.  But  what  are 
the  real  reasons  behind  discrimination  at 
the  doors  of  gay  bars?  I  think  a  letter  in 
the  September  1984  issue  of  this  magazine 
brings  us  closer  to  an  answer.  It  says: 
" . . . we  (the  gay  community)  need  good    . 
leaders  to  promote  a  positive  image  to  the 
straight  community.  In  order  to  better 
educate  them  they  have  to  feel  comforta- 
ble with  us  and  not  view  us  as  a  threat.... 
To  them  being  gay  means  you  are  into 
drag  and  sex.  Society  has  these  stereo- 
types because  we  refuse  to  speak  out 
against  our  own  community  members." 
The  writer  describes  much  of  the  gay 
scene  as  "dirty  and  perverse." 

According  to  this  theory,  gay  men  are 
persecuted  because  of  the  actions  of  a 
troublesome  few:  the  limp-wristed  pan- 
sies  and  the  sexually  irresponsible.  If  we 


behave  ourselves  —  and  make  the  trou- 
blemakers behave  themselves  —  then  we 
will  be  granted  our  rights. 

Gay  bar  managers  could  then  be  said  to 
be  promoting  a  "positive"  image  of  gay 
people  by  catering  to  masculine,  "nor- 
mal'Mooking  men  and  excluding  the 
queer-looking  ones  ("Guys  aren't  sup- 
posed to  wear  makeup").  And  they  help 
keep  our  image  squeaky  clean  by  policing 
our  sexual  behaviour,  too.  A  friend  of 
mine  who  kissed  another  man  on  the  pa- 
tio at  Chaps  last  summer  was  reprimand- 
ed by  the  irate  bouncer,  who  said  such 
things  weren't  allowed  because  "it's  a 
public  place." 

I  know  several  effeminate,  but  hetero- 
sexual, men  who  similarly  believe  that  if 
they  can  convince  the  world  that  not  all 
un-macho  men  are  gay,  they  will  no 
longer  be  persecuted.  They,  too,  are  sadly 
mistaken.  "Real  Men"  are  supposed  to 
be  butch.  And  no  matter  how  butch  they 
are,  they're  also  supposed  to  be  straight. 
Given  the  chance,  the  pack  of  kids  look- 
ing for  a  queer  to  bash  on  the  street 
would  just  as  happily  kick  the  shit  out  of 
a  clone  or  a  leatherman  as  they  would  a 
queen.  A  fag  is  a  fag,  after  all.  And  the 
people  at  the  office,  the  police,  the  gov- 
ernment, the  press  and  the  church  don't 
care  how  respectable  we  are,  either.  Being 
gay  and  being  respectable  is,  to  most,  still 
a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  only  good 
fag  is  an  invisible  fag. 

Invisibility  is  the  inevitable  result  of 
any  move  to  sanitize  the  image  of  gay 
people  in  order  to  make  us  palatable  to 
straight  society.  The  strategy  of  "good" 
gays  policing  "bad"  gays  must  be  seen 
for  what  it  is:  a  recipe  for  self-oppression 
that  offers  all  of  us  —  the  "respectable" 
and  the  "dirty  and  perverse"  alike  —  the 
quickest  route  back  to  the  closet. 

When  gay-bar  managers  and  their 
lackeys  throw  us  out  for  kissing  each 
other  or  for  wearing  drag,  they  are  not 
simply  excluding  people  who  can  go 
somewhere  else.  Because  they  control  the 
only  constant  public  spaces  where  most 
of  us  can  go  to  be  openly  gay,  they  are,  in 
effect,  forcing  us  either  to  fit  the  mold  as 
dictated  by  straight  society  or  to  stay  at 
home.  Even  the  butch  man  may  find  him- 
self bounced  from  his  favourite  club  one 
evening  if  he  decides  to  be  a  little  daring 
by  wearing  a  drop  earring  or  a  touch  of 
eyeliner.  If  we're  busy  trying  to  force  our- 
selves back  into  the  closet,  what's  to  stop 
straight  society  from  giving  us  a  few 
shoves  to  speed  us  along? 

• 
While  brooding  at  Yonge  and  Wellesley 
that  summer  night,  I  thought  back  to  the 
winter  of  1981,  when  3,000  people  had 
gathered  at  that  same  intersection  to  pro- 
test the  arrest  of  300  of  us  in  the  police 
raids  on  our  bathhouses.  That  was  my 
debut  as  an  openly  gay  person;  at  the  age 
of  20,  marching  with  all  those  people  I 
felt  powerful  and  free  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life.  I  believed  I'd  never  have  to  go 
back  into  the  closet  again. 

Sitting  there  again  under  very  different 
circumstances  in  1984  and  feeling  any- 
thing but  free,  I  wondered  what  had 
happened.  □ 


The  title  of  this  book,  in  spite  of  my 
empathetic  interest  in  spinsters, 
gave  me  only  a  faint  idea  of  its 
scope.  In  her  study  of  Flora  M 
Mayor  and  Mary  Sheepshanks, 
Sybil  Oldfield  gives  us  a  detailed  picture 
of  a  writer  and  an  activist  in  a  period  of 
ferment  for  women,  one  in  which  spin- 
sters were  breaking  their  bonds  and  af- 
firming their  right  to  live  their  lives. 

Mary  Sheepshanks  was  one  of  the  her- 
oines of  the  British  suffragist  and  pacifist 
movements  before  World  War  I  and  until 
well  after  World  War  II;  she  headed  or 
was  part  of  all  the  great  humanitarian  ef- 
forts of  her  time  and,  like  Cassandra,  had 
the  ability  and  intelligence  to  make  pre- 
dictions and  suggest  remedies  that,  like 
Cassandra's,  went  unheeded.  Florence 
Mayor  was  an  extraordinary  writer  whose 
two  novels  had  much  success  and  were 
admired  by  Virginia  and  Leonard  Woolf, 
E  M  Forster,  Rosamund  Lehmann  and 
many  others.  Both  were  born  in  October, 
1872;  both  were  the  daughters  of  learned 
Anglican  priests;  both  were  graduates  of 
Newnham  College,  Cambridge.  They 
were  life-long  friends  who  chose  diver- 
gent paths,  yet  cared  about  the  same 
things  in  different  ways. 

Mary  Sheepshanks  became  a  radical 
pacifist;  she  cared  about  the  damage 
people  do  each  other  because  of  race  and 
class,  patriarchal  oppression,  and,  to  her 
great  despair,  war.  Flora  Mayor  was  an 
artist  whose  life  was  writing,  when  she 
wasn't  struggling  with  her  private  sorrows 
and  illnesses,  and  who  cared  about  the 
damage  people  do  each  other  in  everyday 
life.  Mary,  the  oldest  girl  in  a  family  of 
seventeen  children  who  were  always  at 
war  with  each  other,  had  a  quick  tongue 
and  temper  but  an  ardent  desire  to  do 
good.  Her  love  went  cut  to  the  great 
women  activists  of  the  time:  Jane 
Addams,  Octavia  Hill,  thePankhursts,  to 
starving  children,  displaced  people,  the 
victims  of  police  states.  Flora's  love,  after 
the  death  of  her  fiance,  Ernest  Shepherd, 
went  out  as  it  always  had  to  her  twin  sis- 
ter, Alice,  who  sustained  her  in  her  grief, 
took  care  of  her  during  attacks  of 
asthma,  and  was  with  her  when  she  died. 
The  love  of  the  twins  for  each  other  is  one 
of  the  many  touching  themes  of  the 
book. 

Both  Mary  and  Flora  belonged  to  the 
despised  class  of  spinsters  —  more  by  des- 
tiny than  by  choice.  Mary  escaped  the 
family  she  disliked  by  going  to  work  with 
the  poor;  for  Flora,  it  was  more  difficult 
to  escape  from  her  privileged,  comforta- 
ble and  loving  family  and  their  expecta- 
tions of  her  as  a  single  woman.  At  twen- 
ty-seven, says  Oldfield,  Flora  realized 
"that  the  life  which  was  now  expected  of 
her  as  a  Victorian  lady  was  boring  to  the 
point  of  being  death-in-life."  Inspired  by 
Ellen  Terry,  "the  Queen  of  Every  Wom- 
an," she  decided  to  become  an  actress. 
Her  sister,  Alice,  had  heard  Ellen  Terry 
lecture  on  Shakespeare's  Triumphant 
Women,  whom  Alice  described  as 
"wonderful  women,  fearless,  high-spirit- 
ed resolute  and  intelligent  —  with  far 
more  moral  courage  than  men."  Flora 
was  "too  literary  and  analytical,"  her  di- 
rector told  her,  to  become  a  great  actress, 
but  she  continued  to  play  small  parts  on 
provincial  stages.  Her  ego  was  battered 
during  these  years  but  her  own  vision 
grew  in  her  and  she  learned  much  about 
the  meanness  of  life;  she  kept  a  Stage 
Journal,  with  her  Grief  Journal  written 
after  Ernest's  death,  prepared  the  way  for 
her  novels. 

"You  have  to  be  beaten  and  broken  by 
things  before  you  can  write  about  them," 
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said  Virginia  Woolf,  and  Flora  was 
beaten  and  broken;  she  descended  into 
the  hell  of  acute  asthma  and  a  long  ner- 
vous breakdown,  and  it  was  not  until 
1913  that  she  wrote  her  first  novel,  The 
Third  Miss  Symons,  a  study  of  the  "un- 
wanted" woman.  The  word  "lesbian" 
was  never  mentioned  in  those  days  and 
does  not  appear  in  Oldfield's  book,  but 
the  "unwanted"  (ie  unmarried)  woman, 
and  the  hatred  society  felt  for  her,  corres- 
ponds in  many  respects  to  today's  les- 
bian. The  book  is  the  story  of  Henrietta 
Symons's  deterioration,  "through  loneli- 
ness and  emotional  disappointment,  into 
a  nagging,  jealous,  petty-minded  carica- 
ture of  'the  typical  spinster.' "  One  thinks 
of  Radclyffe  Hall's  The  Unlit  Lamp, 
which  tells  the  same  story:  the  destruction 
of  a  loving  and  intelligent  human  being 
by  the  denial  of  everything  she  needs  to 
live  and  grow. 

The  general  idea  then  was  that  mar- 
riage was  the  solution  to  the  frustrations 
of  spinsterhood,  and  both  Flora  and 
Mary  seem  to  have  subscribed  to  this 
view.  Both  became  bitter  and  hypercriti- 
cal after  the  deaths  of  the  men  they  loved, 
and  were  saved  from  becoming  "unwant- 
ed" women  by  their  commitment  to  their 
work. 

The  history  of  Mary  Sheepshanks's 
role  as  a  social  activist  and  then  as  a  suf- 
fragist provides  the  great  excitement  of 
Oldfield's  book.  Mary  was  immersed  in 
work  with  London's  poor  before  the  turn 
of  the  century,  and  in  1897  became  Vice 
Principal  of  Morley  College  for  Working 
Men  and  Women.  This  remarkable  or- 
ganization, founded  by  the  reformer 
Emma  Cons,  was  set  up  in  the  basement 
and  backstage  of  the  Old  Vic  music  hall. 
It  was  partly  run  by  working-class 
students  and  staffed  equally  by  men  and 
women.  Mary  asked  many  of  her  friends 
to  be  tutors  there,  among  them,  Virginia 
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Woolf,  Ernest  Shepherd  and  Flora 
Mayor. 

The  women's  movement  had  become, 
according  to  historian  Ray  Strachey, 
"The  Cause."  It  united  millions  of 
women,  not  just  in  England  but  all  over 
the  world.  There  were  a  dozen  suffrage 
newspapers  in  England,  innumerable  af- 
filiated leagues.  Mary  Sheepshanks  can- 
vassed and  spoke  at  public  meetings, 
braving  hostility  and  derision.  In  1913  she 
went  abroad,  gave  lectures  all  over  Ger- 
many, and  in  Brussels,  Paris,  Vienna, 
Warsaw  and  Budapest,  and  wrote  de- 
tailed letters  to  her  friend,  Bertrand 
Russell,  about  her  experiences.  Some  of 
the  insults  hurled  at  her  in  Germany  re- 
mind one  of  our  times:  "You're  not  even 
married  —just  try  to  get  a  man  yourself! " 
for  example.  Her  letters  describe  how 
things  were  just  before  World  War  I; 
"rival  nationalisms,  and  imperialism, 
militarism,  authoritarianism,  anti- 
Semitism  and  the  secret  police."  says 
Oldfield.  At  the  Internationalal  Women's 
Suffrage  Association  Congress  in  Buda- 
pest Mary  met  the  great  American  paci- 
fist, Jane  Addams,  and  they  became 
friends.  And  she  was  invited  to  be  editor 
of  lus  Suffragii  (The  Law  of  Suffrage), 
an  international  newspaper  that  reported 
on  women's  issues  in  thirty-two  countries. 

The  chapter  entitled  "Mary  Sheep- 
shanks and  the  First  World  War"  de- 
scribes in  tragic  detail  the  break-up  of  the 
world-wide  women's  movement.  "'Inter- 
nationalism should  emphasize  the  soli- 
darity of  human  interests  as  a  fact  more 
fundamental  than  the  bitterest  national 
or  racial  dissensions,"  Maude  Royden 
had  written  in  lus  Suffragii.  An  interna- 
tional group  of  women  headed  by  the 
American,  Carrie  Chapman  Catt.  drafted 
a  manifesto  at  Mary  Sheepshanks's  office 
calling  for  "arbitration  for  arranging  in- 
ternational differences  which  may  help 


avert  deluging  half  the  civilized  world  in 
blood."  It  was  sent  to  every  European 
ambassador  in  London  on  July  31,  1914. 
It  and  subsequent  efforts  by  women  did 
no  good,  of  course,  and  with  the  out- 
break of  war  the  movement  was  split  be- 
tween patriots  and  internationalists,  be- 
tween suffragists  and  pacificsts.  Old 
friends  became  enemies  in  spite  of  them- 
selves and  politicians  tried  to  exploit  their 
differences  by  holding  out  the  promise  of 
votes  for  women  as  bait. 

Mary  Sheepshanks  continued  to  be  a 
pacifist  and  worked  with  incredible  cour- 
age to  help  the  victims  of  the  war,  organ- 
izing help  not  only  for  enemy  aliens  in 
Britain  but  also  for  the  thousands  of  refu- 
gees pouring  across  European  borders. 
And  despite  censorship  she  continued  to 
edit  and  distribute  lus  Suffragii,  attempt- 
ing to  "present  the  human  face  of  the 
'enemy'  to  all  women  readers  whatever 
their  nationality."  At  the  height  of  World 
War  I,  a  group  of  pacifist  women  includ- 
ing Mary  Sheepshanks  and  Jane  Addams 
tried  to  organize  a  Women's  Internation- 
al Peace  Conference  at  The  Hague  and 
were  reviled  for  their  pains.  The  press  re- 
ferred to  their  reasoned  speeches  and  res- 
olutions, which  anticipated  Woodrow 
Wilson's  Fourteen  Points,  as  "the  amia- 
ble chatter  of  a  bevy  of  well-meaning 
ladies." 

Mary  Sheepshanks  battled  until  her 
death  by  suicide  in  1958  against  the  "con- 
stant negativism  of  men  in  power."  She 
wrote  against  capital  punishment  and  tor- 
ture, she  supported  amnesty  for  political 
prisoners,  she  deplored  the  build-up  for 
another  war.  She  became  Secretary  of  the 
Women's  International  League  for  Peace 
and  Freedom,  which  aimed  at  "uniting 
women  in  all  countries  who  are  opposed 
to  every  kind  of  war,  exploitation  and  op- 
pression." Many  aspects  of  her  experi- 
ence remind  me  of  the  women's  move- 
ment today.  The  movement  then  was 
doomed  by  its  concentration  on  two 
issues:  women's  suffrage  and  peace. 
When  the  vote  was  won,  women  lost  their 
power  by  allying  themselves  with  patri- 
archal politics,  and  the  two  world  wars 
destroyed  the  pacifist  movement.  Even 
Mary  Sheepshanks  supported  the  war 
against  Hitler,  but  came  out  against  the 
atomic  bomb  and  continued  her  fight  for 
disarmament.  Much  has  changed  since 
her  death.  The  women's  movement  has 
explored  every  facet  of  women's  oppres- 
sion, has  addressed  itself  to  the  problems 
of  race  and  class  differences,  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  proliferation  of  fem- 
inist studies  and  by  the  visible  presence  of 
thousands  of  articulate  lesbians. 

Both  Flora  and  Mary  would  probably 
have  been  shocked  by  our  visibility,  since 
they  both  belonged  to  a  time  of  fierce  dis- 
cretion and  privacy.  And  yet,  like  us,  they 
were  battling  in  their  different  ways 
against,  in  Oldfield's  words,  "the  bitter 
fact  of  human  inhumanity."  Mary  and 
Flora  touched  hands  in  the  domain  of 
human  inhumanity.  The  most  giving  evi- 
dence of  this  is  in  a  letter  Mary  wrote 
Flora  after  the  publication  in  1924  of 
Flora's  second  novel,  The  Rector's 
Daughter,  which  was  about  another 
"unwanted"  woman,  Mary  Jocelyn,  who 
is  almost  a  saint  in  her  caring  for  other 
people.  In  her  letter,  Mary  Sheepshanks 
says,  "It  is  beautiful,  true,  delicate,  full 
of  lovely  things  and  so  exquisitely  ex- 
pressed . . .  /  admire  your  work  so  much . ' ' 

Mary's  letter  affirms  the  identity  be- 
tween herself  and  Flora  which  wt  have 
felt  all  along,  thanks  to  Sybil  Oldfield's 
skill  in  recounting  their  lives.  "The  two 
women,"  she  says  in  her  Fpilogue.  "are 
not  alternative  heroines  between  whom 
we  have  to  choose,  but  rather,  comple- 
mentary figures  pointing  along  different 
roads  to  the  same  goal .*' 
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The  crown  jewel  of  decadent  romanticism 


The  Woman  of  the  Wolf  and  Other  Stories 

by  Renee  Vivien.  Translated  by  Karla  Jay  and 
Yvonne  M  Klein.  Gay  Presses  of  New  York 
(Box  294,  New  York,  NY  10014-0294),  $6.95 
US. 

Renee  Vivien  was  a  symbolist,  and  her  art 
is  therefore  dangerous.  Not  for  her  the 
straight  and  narrow,  but  the  dark  and 
crooked  path  through  the  depths  of  the 
unmapped  subconscious.  Her  symbols 
and  subjects  are  the  stuff  of  dreams  and 
nightmares:  weirdly  beautiful,  arousing, 
gruesome,  and  funny,  with  that  brand  of 
hilarity  that  constitutes  hysteria.  Her  goal 
was  not  to  soothe  her  readers,  but  to 
make  them  as  uncomfortable  as  possible. 

The  symbolists  pre-dated  Freud,  which 
enabled  them  to  write  with  such  unself- 
conscious  perversity,  and  gives  their  work 
a  glint  of  prophetic  genius.  They  (the 
group  included  Arthur  Rimbaud  and 
Paul  Verlaine)  were  mental  adventurers, 
and  some,  like  Vivien,  did  not  entirely 
survive  the  journey.  It's  one  thing  to 
travel  that  route  with  a  psychiatrist's 
guidebook;  it's  quite  another  to  descend 
alone  and  then  reorganize  the  material 
discovered  into  coherent  works  of  art. 
Vivien,  in  her  life  as  well  as  her  art,  was 
not  wholesome.  Health  was  not  her  con- 
cern. Dare-devils  are  seldom  robust, 
always  high-strung.  Extremes  —  melan- 
choly, frenzy,  exhaustion,  ecstasy  —  are 
their  tools  as  well  as  their  topics.  All  this 
takes  its  toll.  And  who  cares?  The  results 
are  fabulous.  We  all  die,  but  Vivien  died 
in  glory. 

In  recent  English  translations,  unfor- 
tunately, Vivien's  poetry  has  been  de- 
fanged  and  sentimentalized.  In  the  Naiad 
Press  translation  of  A  I'heure  des  mains 
jointes,  Belgrade  and  Poucel  admit  to 
altering  some  of  Vivien's  words  because 
they  don't  "express  the  sense  of  a  wom- 
an." Nor  can  they  resist  passing  judgment 
on  her  life.  How  ironic.  We're  now  so 
busy  establishing  lesbianism  as  normal, 
friendly,  and  safe  as  milk,  that  Vivien's 
sizzling  sexual  imagery  seems  sinister. 

We  also  tend  to  forget  that  lesbianism 
is  decadent  by  definition  —  literally  the 
stuff  of  nightmares  for  those  who  haven't 
yet  come  out.  (How  well  I  remember  my 
own  pre-lesbian  wet-dream  terrors.) 
Rough  as  it  is  for  us  now,  it's  nevertheless 
difficult  to  imagine  what  an  unspeakable 
topic  lesbianism  was  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  Vivien  was  certainly  aware  of  its 
power,  and  as  a  symbolist  poet  must  have 
realized  that  the  subject  of  lesbianism 
represented  the  crown  jewel  of  decadent 
romanticism;  she  took  that  prize  and  ran 
with  it  as  far  as  she  could  go.  Her  poems 
must  have  exploded  like  bombs  on  the 
French  reading  public.  What's  marvelous 
is  that  her  work  is  all  in  praise  of  les- 
bianism while  never  losing  sight  of  its 
monstrous  qualities. 

One  of  the  ways  she  performed  that  ar- 
tistic balancing  act  was  by  refusing  to 
dwell  on  the  "depravity"  of  lesbianism 
(for  Vivien  was  too  liberated  to  believe  it 
was  sick),  focusing  instead  on  the  myster- 
ious and  contradictory  elements  of  fe- 
male sensuality,  the  violent  and  exhaust- 
ing aspects  of  the  sex  act  itself.  I'm  not 
referring  to  S/M,  but  the  moans  and 
groans  of  a  sexual  purist.  Her  field  of  in- 
vestigation was  the  area  where  pleasure 
becomes  painful:  the  bondage  of  uncon- 
trollable lust;  the  agony  of  arousal  (which 
can  be  physically  painful  as  well  as  emo- 
tionally jarring);  the  death-like  throes  of 
orgasm;  the  bruised  after-ache  of  a  hard 
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night's  sex-work.  These  are  a  few  of  her 
themes.  Not  exactly  greeting-card  mater- 
ial; rather,  it's  the  arrow  in  the  valentine. 
And  fairly  run-of-the-mill,  but  the  con- 
centration of  Vivien's  romanticism  inten- 
sifies the  experience. 

I  confess  I  can't  comment  on  the  trans- 
lation of  "The  Woman  of  the  Wolf" 
because  the  original  text  is  not  included  in 
this  volume.  I  wish  the  publishers  had  in- 
cluded it;  Vivien's  books  are  not  easy  to 
obtain.  When  Naiad  Press  omits  the  text, 
I  cynically  assume  it's  because  they  feel 
they  have  something  to  hide.  But  I'm 
willing  to  give  Klein  and  Jay  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  Though  I  occasionally 
stumbled  over  clumsy  phrasing,  the  ideas 
and  images  seem  delightfully  clear  and 
uncluttered. 

True  to  form,  "The  Woman  of  The 
Wolf"  is  at  once  feminist  and  pornogra- 
phic. It's  mostly  pastiche,  rewrites  of 
mythology  and  archetypal  situations,  a 
poet's  dip  into  short  fiction  and  prose 
poems.  Her  trick  in  many  of  the  tales  is  to 
use  a  male  narrator,  playing  the  men 
against  tough  and  intelligent  women  to 
scramble  sex-role  expectations,  exploring 
the  nastier  aspects  of  misogyny  while 
slashing  away  at  masculine  complacency. 
The  brothel  madame  in  "A  Paradoxical 
Chastity"  in  fact  stabs  the  narrator  with  a 
stiletto  when  he  tries  to  buy  her. 

While  extreme  misandry  may  strength- 
en the  feminist  argument,  it  can  weaken 
the  lesbian  position  by  reducing  it  to  a 
form  of  sexual  suicide,  the  only  alter- 
native to  a  fate  worse  than  death.  This 
formula  occasionally  lurks  in  Vivien's 
symbolism.  The  title  story  is  a  take-off  on 
Poe's  "The  Oblong  Box,"  also  a  ship- 
board romance  featuring  an  obnoxious 
narrator.  Vivien  substitutes  a  wolf  (and 
its  oblong  jaws)  for  a  wife's  coffin. 
Before  she  drowns  herself,  the  heroine 
tells  the  narrator  that  she  could  be  a  les- 


bian but  she  doesn't  think  she  is  because 
she's  not  feminine  enough.  This  is  how 
symbolists  poke  serious  fun  at  people's 
repressions. 

Again,  it's  important  to  remember  the 
book's  historical  context.  Sexual  rebel- 
lion and  savage  misandry  were  advanced 
and  bizarre  concepts  in  1904.  And  revul- 
sion was  the  symbolists'  trump  card. 
Vivien  heightens  the  impact  by  surround- 
ing the  morbid  with  beauty.  The  afore- 
mentioned stiletto  is  encrusted  with 
jewels.  In  the  otherwise  tranquil  "The 
Sisters  of  Silence,' '  the  women  cultivate  a 
special  greenhouse:  "Passers-by  feared 
the  violence  of  their  perfumes,"  she 
remarks.  "Once  long  ago,  the  inexorable 
breath  of  their  orange  flowers  had 
brought  about  the  death  of  a  virgin." 
This  sweet  tensions  adds  a  touch  of 
vicious  glee  to  her  display  of  horrors,  cul- 
minating in  the  gorgeously  terrifying 
"Crocodile  Lady"  —  the  ultimate  in  hal- 
lucinatory cunt-phobia,  and  as  applicable 
to  women  as  it  is  to  men. 

She  can,  of  course,  move  beyond  the 
sordid  into  a  more  rarefied  erotic  atmos- 
phere. In  the  purely  Sapphic  "Bona 
Dea"  a  young  slave  is  seduced  with  a  las- 
civious and  reverent  description  of  her 
charms.  "Prince  Charming"  offers  a 
Major  Arcanum  lesbian  archetype:  a 
woman  who  marries  a  man  who  turns  out 
to  be  a  woman.  Beautifully  rendered,  it 


hardly  seems  like  a  translation;  the  prose 
has  such  feverish  delicacy  that  it  threatens 
to  burst  into  flame  from  internal  combus- 
tion. Vivien's  equation  of  lesbianism, 
death,  chastity,  and  seclusion  is  partially 
explained  in  "Sappho  Enchants  the 
Sirens."  Here  lesbianism  is  presented  as  a 
sexual  aristocracy;  its  elite  are  dead  to  the 
world. 

The  problem  with  analyzing  symbolist 
art  too  closely  is  that  the  images  are 
multivalent,  loaded  with  positive  and 
negative  connotations  simultaneously. 
This,  too,  is  what  makes  any  attempt  to 
moralize  about  symbolist  works  (and 
lives)  so  treacherous.  If  there  is  a  moral  to 
Vivien's  work  it  might  be  found  in  "The 
Hell  Club."  A  young  man  enters  hell  to 
find  the  common  populace  doomed  to 
repeat  their  mundane  lives  for  eternity. 
Damned  because:  "We  were  the  decent 
who,  proud  of  their  blameless  pasts,  im- 
placably judged  the  faults  of  the  next  per- 
son.... We  were  the  ferocious  and  stupid 
well-bred  people  who  observed  decorum 
and  maintained  the  laws." 

At  last!  The  bohemian's  revenge. 

Michele  Belling  □ 


SCIENCE 


Brain  paths  to  pain 
that  "hurts  so  good" 

Endorphins:  New  Waves  in  Brain  Chemistry 

by  Joel  Davis.  Dial/Doubleday,  $22.95 


I  sometimes  wonder  if  the  1970s  and  early 
'80s  have  produced  any  changes  in  the 
sexual  politics  of  conservatives.  Perhaps 
not,  but  several  pieces  of  writing  I've  en- 
countered recently  have  given  the  impres- 
sion that  a  wavering  has  occurred.  Small- 
c  conservatives,  if  heterosexual,  are  still 
sure  to  agree  that  straight  is  normal;  but 
gay  for  many  is  merely  less  normal.  The 
borderlines  of  true  perversion  have  been 
redrawn;  only  sadomasochists  and  pedo- 
philes now  inhabit  the  fiery  plains  of  sex- 
ual Mordor. 

The  alleged  sins  of  the  leather  crowd 
are  two:  humiliation  and  the  infliction  of 
pain.  In  the  framework  of  self-defence 
that  S/Mers  have  been  forced  to  set  up, 
the  standard  answers  to  these  charges  are 
that  humiliation  and  mild  pain,  in  the 
context  of  consensual  sex  between  crea- 
tive equals,  may  not  be  what  they  seem  to 
be.  Humiliation,  when  it  is  pre-arranged, 
and  choreographed  in  the  steps  of  fanta- 
sy, is  obviously  subjective  —  although  its 
ultimate  effect  may  be  difficult  for  an 
outsider  to  calculate.  But  what  about 
pain?  Isn't  pain  irrefutably  painful,  and 
isn't  the  infliction  of  it  destructive  and  the 
acceptance  of  it  self-destructive? 

To  try  and  explain  why  pain  sometimes 
"hurts  so  good,"  gay  S/M  activists  like 
Geoff  Mains  (see  TBP,  December  1983, 
and  Mains's  new  book  Urban  Aborigin- 
als) have  turned  to  science.  Recent  re- 
search into  brain  chemistry  has  turned  up 
several  kinds  of  molecules  which  possess 
a  surprising  ability  to  influence  the  way 
our  minds  and  bodies  respond  to  pain. 
These  molecules  are  the  endorphins,  the 
enkephalins  and  the  dynorphins.  The 
names  refer  to  related  classes  of  protein 
derivatives,  all  produced  within  the  brain, 
and  all  possessing  the  ability  to  interact 
with  the  brain's  "opiate  receptors."  They 
act,  in  other  words,  in  a  way  that  resem- 
bles the  narcotic  painkiller  morphine  and 
its  opioid  chemical  relatives,  and  they 
produce  many  of  the  same  effects. 

Since  the  role  of  endorphins  and  enke- 
phalins was  first  discovered  in  1976 
(dynorphins  came  later),  evidence  has 
emerged  that  these  molecules  may  be  at 
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least  partially  responsible  for  some  of  the 
more  unusual  human  responses  to  pain 
and  stress.  The  list  of  potential  effects  in- 
cludes the  analgesic  property  of  acupunc- 
ture and  the  "runner's  high"  that  buoys 
some  people  through  the  final  kilometres 
of  the  marathon. 

Joel  Davis's  Endorphins:  New  Waves 
in  Brain  Chemistry  is  a  must  for  anyone 
who  wants  to  know  more  about  these 
molecules.  Davis  isn't  gay  (although  he 
admits  to  knowing  some  Cris  Williamson 
fans)  and  the  book  has  nothing  to  say 
about  S/M  itself.  Leathersex,  as  you 
might  expect,  hasn't  exactly  been  a  hot 
topic  for  medical  research,  and  Davis  is 
concerned  with  research  work  and  the 
speculations  of  researchers.  Endorphins 
reveals  Davis  as  a  top-notch  popular  sci- 
ence writer:  he's  down-to-earth,  occasion- 
ally witty,  a  bit  of  a  storyteller,  and  an  ex- 
pert at  drawing  together  masses  of  dispar- 
ate information.  As  a  result,  he's  able  to 
chart  meticulously  the  obscure  back- 
streets  that  seem,  dimly,  to  connect  cer- 
tain kinds  of  pleasure  with  mild  pain. 
Many  endorphin /enkephalin  effects  are 
engagingly  documented,  and  enough 
background  information  is  supplied  to 
make  the  whole  story  perfectly  clear  to  an 
attentive  reader.  As  a  bonus,  Davis's  final 
chapter  is  an  ambitious  attempt  to  link 
the  endorphin  work  with  the  mind- 
bending  speculations  of  Fritjof  Capra's 
The  Tao  of  Physics. 

Unfortunately,  Davis  occasionally  lets 
ambition  get  the  better  of  him,  lapsing  in- 
to hastiness.  His  illustrative  anecdotes 
sometimes  smack  of  network  television. 
A  more  serious  problem  is  that  he  de- 
scribes even  the  most  complex  brain 
structures  without  ever  including  an  ex- 
planatory diagram.  Worst  of  all,  the  book 
lacks  an  index.  Names  of  important  hor- 
mones and  neurotransmitters  are  some- 
times introduced  wherever  they  happen  to 
fit  into  the  story.  As  a  result,  the  reader 
wishing  to  refresh  his  or  her  memory 
about  what  "31K-ATCH"  does  or  where 
"beta-MSH"  fits  in  is  forced  to  thrash 
through  various  anecdotes  until  the  first 
mention  of  each  term  is  rediscovered. 
This  is  a  relatively  minor  flaw  in  an  other- 
wise excellent  book;  but  I  admit  that 
there  are  moments  in  Endorphins  when 
the  reader,  sadomasochist  or  not,  may 
briefly  be  tempted  to  turn  the  author  over 
his  or  her  knee  and  give  him  a  mild, 
friendly  spanking. 

Richard  Summerbelin 


SCIENCE  FICTION 


Happiness  to  try  the 
patience  of  a  goddess 

The  Wanderground  Stories  of  the  Hill  Women 

by  Sally  Miller  Gearhart,  Alyson  Publications, 
$6.95  US. 

Daughters  of  the  Coral  Dawn,  by  Katherine  V 
Forrest,  Naiad  Press,  $7.95  US. 
Kindred  Spirits,  edited  by  Jeffrey  M  Elliot, 
Alyson  Publications,  $6.95  US. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  developments  in 
recent  speculative  fiction  is  the  resurrec- 
tion of  a  type  of  feminist  Utopian  fantasy 
whose  prototype  is  Charlotte  Perkins  Gil- 
man's  turn-of-the-century  Herland. 
These  fantasies  feature  all-female  soci- 
eties, isolated  by  choice  or  chance  from 
the  heterosexual  dystopias  with  which 
they  are  contrasted.  In  them,  female 
culture  is  celebrated  and  differentiated 
from  patriarchal  culture  in  being,  among 
other  things,  cooperative,  generally  non- 
hierarchical,  in  respectful  and  intuitive 
contact  with  nature,  and  not  lethally 
violent. 

Sally  Miller  Gearhart 's  The  Wander- 


ground:  Stories  of  the  Hill  Women,  first 
published  by  Persephone  Press  in  1980, 
now  reissued  by  Alyson  Publications,  has 
been  known  to  fans  of  this  genre  as  one 
of  its  most  interesting  and  radical  speci- 
mens. The  book  is  a  collection  of  loosely 
interwoven  tales  whose  connections  be- 
come clearer  as  the  characters  in  one 
story  reappear  in  others.  Perhaps  its  most 
striking  feature  is  the  way  in  which  ima- 
gery of  the  female  body  is  echoed  on  a 
number  of  levels,  from  the  non-linearity 
of  the  plot  to  persistent  images  of  en- 
wombment.  Here  Gearhart's  literary  un- 
conventionality  reinforces  her  political 
radicalism:  the  bodily  metaphors,  posi- 
tive ones  of  enfoldment  in  the  case  of 
women  and  negative  ones  of  penetration 
for  men,  suggest  that  she  views  the  tradi- 
tional antagonism  between  the  sexes  as  a 
biological  given  rather  than  an  historical 
creation.  Women  in  her  book  live  in 
psychic  communion  with  nature  and  each 
other;  men  seem  doomed  to  alienation 
and  impotent  aggression.  Despite  the  dis- 
turbing message,  however,  Gearhart's 


AESTHETERA 


Fiction 


Four  women  thrown  together  for  four  months 
behind  bars  is  the  theme  of  Andrea  Freud 
Loewenstein's  This  Place  (Oxford  University 
Press,  $24.95).  Ruth  and  Sonya  are  prison 
therapists,  Candy  is  a  tough  young  inmate, 
and  Telecea  Jones  is  a  neurotic  life  prisoner. 
Loewenstein,  who  taught  writing  at  a  women's 
prison  for  several  years  and  who  is  a  frequent 
contributor  to  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News,  raises  questions  about  freedom,  race, 
sexual  identity  and  the  meaning  of  loving. 

Charlotte  Bunch  calls  Barbara  Wilson's 
Murder  in  the  Collective  "provocative  and  en- 
joyable reading";  trouble  brews  when  Best 
Printing,  a  printshop  in  Seattle,  decides  to 
merge  with  lesbian-owned  B.  Violet  Type- 
setting ($7.95  US  from  The  Seal  Press,  312  S 
Washington  St,  Seattle,  WA  98184).  Kay 
Dick's  novella  The  Shelf  (Hamish  Hamilton, 
$12.95  US)  describes  a  lesbian  affair  via  a  let- 
ter to  a  friend;  her  first  book,  Ivy  and Stevie, 
also  a  sapphic  romance,  was  well-received. 

New  titles  from  Gay  Presses  of  New  York 
(Box  294,  Village  Stn,  New  York,  NY  10014) 
include:  Men  Working,  and  Other  Stories 
($6.95  US)  by  Ron  Harvie,  author  of  The 
Voltaire  Smile  —  all  the  stories  look  at  "how, 
when,  where  and  often  why  gay  men  work  for 
a  living";  Larry  Watson's  The  First  Homo- 
sexual Joke  Book  ($3.95  US);  Robert  Scott's 
The  Finding  of  David  ($14.95  US/$7.95  pbk), 
about  love  and  politics  in  the  US  Senate;  and 
Standing  By  ($8.95  US)  by  Terry  Miller,  a 
novel  set  in  the  theatre  world  by  the  New 
York  playwright  and  co-founder  of  the  Gay 
Meridian  Theatre. 

From  Gay  Sunshine  Press  (Box  40397,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94140)  comes  Paul  Reed's 
Facing  It:  A  Novel  of  AIDS  ($7.95  US),  which 
Rita  Mae  Brown  says  "will  help  us  to  face  not 
just  AIDS  but  the  random  cruelties  and  rare 
beauties  of  this  life,"  and  John  Coriolan's 
The  Smile  of  Kros  ($7.95  US),  about  a 
42-year-old  married  man's  alarming  encoun- 
ters with  a  young  man. 


Non-fiction 


In  Boys  Together:  Knglish  Public  Schools 
1800-1864  (Yale  University  Press,  $29.95), 
John  Chandos  examines  the  chaotic  and 
often  cruel  life  in  boys'  schools  prior  to  the 
reforms  of  the  1860s.  The  book's  most  telling 
anecdote  is  in  the  chapter  dealing  with  sex, 
"A  Demon  Hovering." 

John  Addington  Symonds,  later  one  of 
England's  most  prized  travel  writers  (and 
whose  secret  memoirs  have  only  recently  been 
published),  developed  a  friendship  at  Harrow 
with  one  Alfred  Pretor.  In  1858,  Pretor  wrote 
his  friend  in  great  excitement,  describing  a 
new  love  affair  with  no  less  than  Harrow's 
popular  hcadmasier,  Or  Vaughan.  More  be- 
cause of  jealousy  than  righteousness.  Sym- 
onds decided  the  situation  necessitated  be- 
traying his  friend,  and  recounted  (lie  tale  to 
John  Conington,  an  arch-conservative  pro 
lessor  (and  repressed  homosexual).  Coning- 


book  touches  powerfully  on  women's  ex- 
periences and  fantasies. 

Katherine  V  Forrest's  Daughters  of  a 
Coral  Dawn  falls  within  the  same  tradi- 
tion of  Amazonian  Utopias.  At  their  best, 
these  books  are  characterized  by  a  deep 
appreciation  of  women's  culture,  at  their 
worst  by  a  sentimentalizing  of  it .  Forrest 's 
book  falls  into  the  latter  category.  Lack- 
ing Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman's  gentle 
and  Joanna  Russ's  raucous  humour, 
Suzy  Charnas's  sharp-edged  realism  and 
Sally  Gearhart's  imagistic  skill,  she  writes 
prose  that  cloys,  and  constructs  a  plot 
that  even  manages  to  bore  one  of  her  ma- 
jor characters.  "Dear  ones,"  "Mother" 
declares  to  her  offspring  (named  Miner- 
va, Demeter,  Diana,  and  Vesta,  with 
characterizations  to  match),  "honestly 
now,  how  much  more  of  this  peace  and 
quiet  and  happiness  do  you  expect  me  to 
endure?" 

Kindred  Spirits,  an  anthology  of  gay 
and  lesbian  science  fiction  stories  edited 
by  Jeffrey  M  Elliot,  is  a  more  successful 
endeavor.  It  contains  both  fantasy  and 


ton  insisted  Symonds  had  a  duty  to  "Harrow, 
English  Society  and  the  Established  Church" 
to  reveal  what  he  knew  to  his  father,  and 
Symonds  Sr  subsequently  threatened 
Vaughan  with  disclosure  unless  he  retired. 
Ironically,  Vaughan  was  revered  for  the  rest 
of  his  days  for  his  apparent  humility  in  refu- 
sing lucrative  appointments  in  the  Church; 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  later  said  of 
him  that  "no  living  man  has  laid  the  Church 
of  England  under  a  greater  obligation." 

Michael  Bronski,  a  frequent  contributor  to 
gay  magazines,  has  had  his  first  book  pub- 
lished by  South  End  Press  (302  Columbus 
Ave,  Boston,  MS  02216);  Culture  Clash:  The 
Making  of  Gay  Sensibility  ($20  US,  $9  pbk) 
puts  forward  theories  on  how  gay  male  cul- 
ture and  North  American  pop  culture  have 
influenced  each  other.  And  then  there's 
James  Dean:  American  Icon  (St  Martin's 
Press,  $29.95  US)  by  David  Dalton  and  Ron 
Cayen,  with  over  300  photos  of  "the  existen- 
tial cowboy." 

For  nearly  thirty  years,  Allen  Ginsberg's 
poetry  has  been  available  mainly  in  small 
paperback  volumes  from  City  Lights  Books. 
Now  available,  however,  is  the  672-page  Col- 
lected Poems:  1947-1980  (Harper  &  Row, 
$30.95),  with  explanatory  notes  and  an  in- 
troductory essay  by  the  poet.  Gay  Plays,  se- 
lected and  introduced  by  Michael  Wilcox 
(Methuen,  $6.95)  is  the  first  such  collection 
since  William  Hoffman's  1979  assemblage  of 
the  same  name. 

The  International  Gay  Association  releases 
Pink  Book  1985:  A  Global  View  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Oppression  and  Liberation  on  De- 
cember 10,  United  Nations  International 
Human  Rights  Day.  This  first  of  what  will  be 
an  annual  publication  includes  articles,  es- 
says, and  country-by-country  reports  on  the 
status  of  gay  life  and  gay  rights  around  the 
world.  Available  at  gay  bookstores  or  for  Dfl 
14,75  ($4.95  US)  from  COC-Magazijn/Pink 
Book,  Rozenstraat  8,  1016  NX  Amsterdam, 
The  Netherlands. 

Also  a  contribution  to  the  1984  Interna- 
tional Year  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Action  is 
Rosa  Liene  L'nterm  Roten  Stern:  Zur  Lage 
der  Lesben  und  Schwulen  in  Osteuropa  {Gay 

Love  Under  the  Red  Star:  The  Situation  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Men  in  Eastern  Europe), 
compiled  by  the  International  Group  of  the 
l(i A.  The  144-page  book  contains  detailed 
chapters  on  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  East 
Germany,  Hungary,  Poland,  Roumania,  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  (though  non-aligned)  Al- 
bania and  Yugoslavia.  The  first  book  of  its 
kind,  Rosa  Liehe also  includes  a  detailed 
bibliography,  source  index,  and  ancxhaus- 
tive  historical  analysis  concerning  homo- 
sexuality in  Russia  and  the  Soviet  Union  dur- 
ing ihc  past  hundred  years.  Available  foi  DM 
13.80  from  I  ibertlTC  Asso/iation.  Ottcnsci 

Hauptstrasse  J5,  l )  2000  Hamburg  50. 

"A  radio  soap  opera  for  ihc  discerning  les 
bian  feminist"?  Flax,  written  b>  Vancouver's 
Henna  Haywood  and  recorded  in  qualit) 

sound  in  the  I  .isi  End  Kitchen  Theatre,  is  all 


science  fiction  material  of  differing  com- 
plexity and  merit,  some  familiar  and 
some  not.  Several  stories,  such  as  Joanna 
Russ's  familiar  "When  it  Changed"  or 
Paul  Novitski's  very  fine  "Nuclear  Fis- 
sion," use  the  creative  latitude  of  specu- 
lative fiction  to  explore  the  complexities 
of  gender  identity,  homosexuality  and  the 
sex  war.  In  others,  such  as  Thomas  Scor- 
tia's  "Flowering  Narcissus"  (whose  sub- 
ject is  masturbation)  or  Robert  Silver- 
berg's  "Passengers"  (whose  protagonist 
only  becomes  gay  in  the  last  paragraphs, 
under  the  mental  influence  of  evil  aliens), 
these  themes  are  peripheral.  In  general, 
though,  despite  the  excessively  downbeat 
nature  of  several  of  the  stories,  this  is  a 
book  worth  picking  up.  It  is  heartening  to 
see  that  science  fiction,  in  its  early  years 
as  rampantly  heterosexist  as  any  genre 
has  ever  been,  is  beginning  to  mature  in 
its  treatment  of  gender  and  of  sexual 
love.  Margaret  Miller 

Margaret  Miller  teaches  at  Southeastern 
Massachusetts  University. 


about  a  communal  household  and  four  women 
and  two  girls  who  share  passions,  problems 
and...  puberty  parties.  The  60-minute  cassette 
sells  for  $6  ( +  50<r  postage)  from  Flux,  Box 
46160,  Stn  G,  Vancouver,  BC  V6R  4G5. 

The  deadline  is  March  1,  1985  for  submis- 
sions to  the  3rd  Annual  Lesbian  Slide  Show 
Competition,  sponsored  by  the  women's  club 


James  Dean:  existential  iconography 

Herizon  (Box  1082,  Binghamton,  NY  13902). 
There  will  be  cash  prizes  of  SI  00,  $50  and  S:< 
in  two  categories,  "I  esbian  Sexualitj "  and 
"l  esbians  in  Action. "  i  oi  complete  guide- 
lines, wnie  Herizon,  oi  call  Meg  Glasa  al 
(607)  724-9218  (evenings)  Proceeds  go  to  the 
Natalie  Bamej  I  und,  and  the  show  will  tout 
several  US  cities,  rhe  group  would  also  Hke  to 
heai  from  organizations  interested  in  hosting 

l  tie  show  John  Mice 

\otc  tndudt  SI  postage  and  handling  when* 
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NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  DANCE 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  29th 


900  p.m.  -  1:00  a.m. 


UKRAINIAN  NATIONAL  FEDERATION 

297  COLLEGE  STREET 


WOMEN  ONLY 

TICKETS  TORONTO  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE  &  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

AVAILABLE  DECEMBER  1    $5  50  EMPLOYED     $4  00  UNEMPLOYED 
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post  *er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 


descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


HOURS;  M0N-FRI:3pm-1am 
SAT-SUN:  12noon-1am 
DINING  ROOM  OPEN  5pm- 1 1pm 


Whether  you've  come 
for  dinner  in  our  cozy 
restaurant,  a  game  of 
pool  in  the  upstairs 
bar,  or  to  dance  the 
night  away  on  one  of 
our  two  dance  floors, 
you'll  find  what  you're 
looking  for... 


THE  FRONT  BAR: 

After  dinner  come 
out  front  and  dance 
the  night  away-DJs 
John  Webber  and 
Judy  Ley  take  turns 
spinning  the  trun- 
tables  every  night 
from  9pm  'til  after 
1am  with  the  hottest 
music  in  town. 
Every  second  Tues- 
day is  comedy  night 
with  Faith  Nolan. 
Drinks  are 
reasonably  priced. 


THE  POOL  ROOM: 

With  a  separate  bar 
upstairs,  you  can 
have  a  friendly  game 
of  pool,  video  games 
or  just  relax  and  en- 
joy the  comfortable 
atmosphere  of  "the 
playroom". 
Who  knows  what 
new  friends  await 
your  arrival. 


THE 
RESTAURANT: 

Savory  home  cook- 
ing awaits  you. 
Brunch  is  now  being 
served  every  Sunday 
from  12  to  3  and  only 
costs  $8  for  2. 
Following  brunch 
there's  live  enter- 
tainment in  the  bar 
out  front. 


TOGETHER  457  Church  St,  Toronto  923-3469 
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SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


Writing  out  of  the  body 

Any  regular  reader  of  this  column  could 
probably  count  the  number  of  Canadian 
books  I've  reviewed  over  the  past  three 
years  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  This,  I 
must  admit,  is  because  I've  been  quite 
disappointed  by  the  shortage  of  specific- 
ally lesbian  titles  offered  by  the  three 
main  women's  presses  in  this  country, 
although  smaller  presses  have  published 
books  of  poetry  that  deal  explicitly  with 
lesbian  themes.  Small,  not  specifically 
feminist  or  lesbian  presses  have  also 
begun  to  publish  books  which  will  add  to 
the  development  of  a  body  of  lesbian 
writing  by  Canadian  women. 

Both  open  is  broken  by  Betsy  Warland 
and  Touch  To  My  Tongue  by  Daphne 
Marlett  (published  by  Longspoon  Press) 
are  written  in  highly  experimental,  yet 
distinctly  different  styles.  Believing  that 
our  language,  grounded  in  patriarchal 
thought,  is  insufficient  to  describe  totally 
their  experience  as  women /lesbians,  both 
poets  have  followed  in  the  tradition  of 
writers  such  as  American  philosopher/ 
herstorian  Mary  Daly  and  Quebecoise  les- 
bian author  Nicole  Brossard  by  develop- 
ing a  style  of  writing  that  is  an  excavation 
of  language,  a  breaking  apart  and  re- 
forming of  words  and  phrases.  By  doing 
this,  these  women  have  become,  in  a 
sense,  archeologists  of  language,  digging 
deep  into  the  archaic  meanings  of  words, 
plowing  through  the  rubble  of  obscurity 
that  has  settled  over  language,  robbing  it 
of  its  meaning. 

In  open  is  broken,  Warland  uses  a 
dissection  of  language  to  reveal  the  den- 
sity of  common  words.  By  exploring  all 
the  facets  of  the  words  she  uses,  she  is 
able  to  infuse  her  poetry  with  a  rich  and 
complicated  web  of  multiple  interpreta- 
tions. 


IV 

the  tree  tides  out  of  itself 

ring:  "search,  circle,  crest" 

spirals  its  truth 

going  around  in  circles 

we  ex-change  rings 

"Latin  ex-,  from  ex,  out,  out  of 

out  of  change,  we  wear  the  sign  of 

search  shared 
H.D.'s  trees,  "concentric  circles" 
Virginia  "The  being  grows  rings,  likeatree" 
Nicole's  spiraling  lines 
and  your  rings  of  consciousness  in  "69" 
you,  my  lover  of  endless  eyes,  of  "rings 

within  rings" 

There  is  an  economy  in  Warland's 
poetry  that  fosters  an  impression  that 
each  word  has  been  chosen  for  its  greatest 
capacity  of  power.  This  economy  is  mag- 


nificently foiled  by  the  fluid-like  forms  in 
Daphne  Marlett's  Touch  To  My  Tongue. 
The  collection  is  Marlett's  first  openly  les- 
bian book.  In  this  open  declaration  of  her 
discovery  of  both  the  love  of  another 
woman  and  a  new  realm  of  herself,  the 
collection  is,  in  the  most  simple  sense,  a 
book  of  love  poetry.  However,  her  depic- 
tions are  unique.  Rather  than  describing 
her  love  as  something  that  shuts  out  the 
world  and  pulls  her  and  her  beloved  in- 
ward as  a  couple,  these  poems  speak  of  a 
love  that  energizes  her  and  pushes  her  to 
explore  the  limits  of  all  that  she  is.  Touch 
To  My  Tongue  contains  a  strong  physical 
presence,  as  does  open  is  broken;  but 
both  also  contain  a  freedom  to  write  "out 
of  the  body."  The  result  is  a  powerful 
eroticism. 

Touch  To  My  Tongue  also  contains  the 
photography  of  Cheryl  Sourkes,  which 
lends  to  the  multi-dimensional,  spiralling 
effect  of  the  work.  Both  these  books  are 
exciting,  innovative  works  which  are  like- 
ly to  spark  a  wave  of  experimentation  in 
the  poetry  of  (English)  Canadian  women 
poets. 

While  I  was  quite  pleased  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  poems  in  Gillian  Chase's  The 
Square  Root  of  Female,  I  was  left  with 
the  impression  that  I  had  missed  the 
essential  idea.  There  is  a  vagueness  in  this 
work,  a  groping  for  significance  where 
there  is  none  to  be  found,  intended  illum- 
ination that  gets  hidden  in  a  mix  of  un- 
companionable metaphors.  Still,  Chase 
has  potential.  "The  Barbs  of  Intention" 
has  a  gentle,  sensual  quality  brought 
about  by  a  continued  presence  of  water 
imagery.  I  was  also  impressed  with  "Sins 
of  the  Father."  Not  only  is  it  a  strong 
poem  in  which  Chase  is  able  to  capture 
the  character  of  her  father  in  a  few  short 
lines,  but  it  has  an  almost  completely  ob- 
jective quality  that  gives  the  reader  the 
facts  and  lets  her  form  her  own  impres- 
sions. Chase  is  now  working  on  a  second 
collection;  I'm  sure  that  a  few  years  of 
development  will  do  much  for  the  clarity 
and  focus  of  her  work .  D 

open  is  broken  by  Betsy  Warland. 

Touch  To  My  Tongue  by  Daphne  Marlett. 

Longspoon  Press 

c/o  Department  of  English 

University  of  Alberta 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T6G 2E5. 

The  Square  Root  of  Female  by  Gillian  Chase. 
Ragweed  Press 

Chartottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island 
CIA  7N7. 


Daphne  Marlett  and  Betsy  Warland:  dissecting  language  to  uncover  a  powerful  eroticism 


V 


THE  IVORY  TUNNEL 

IAN  YOUNG 


Brilliance  breaks  through 


Brilliance  Books  is  an  English,  gay  liter- 
ary press  run  by  a  poet,  Tenebris  Light. 
Its  books  are  attractively,  stylishly  pro- 
duced and  its  editor  is  not  afraid  to  take 
risks  with  artistically  experimental  works. 
Some  of  Brilliance's  previous  titles 
haven't  pleased  me  much  and  I've  said  so 
in  this  column.  But  its  latest  publication  is 
well  worth  the  wait. 

Terrence  Davies's  Hallelujah  Now 
($10)  is  a  cinematic  novel  about  the  life  of 
a  working-class  gay  man  —  I  mean  his 
whole  life,  birth  to  death.  One  of  the 


Denton  Welch:  "vivid and  visonary" 

heartening  things  about  this  book  is  that 
its  author  takes  something  of  the  same  in- 
terest in  character  and  incident  that  the 
Victorian  novelists  did,  yet  conveys  these 
things  in  a  spare,  contemporary,  episodic 
style.  Robert,  the  chief  character,  is  by  no 
means  out  of  the  ordinary.  Yet  Davies 
shows  him  as  a  full,  complex  individual 
—  whether  he  is  trying  to  find  a  lover 
through  leather  ads  or  lying  in  bed  in  the 
old-folks'  home  listening  to  the  calm 
darkness. 

Davies's  range  is  all  the  more  remark- 
able as  his  book  is  less  than  200  pages 
long,  and  short  pages  at  that.  He  has  a 
stylistic  command  and  a  compassionate 
perception  that  makes  this  gay,  first  novel 
one  of  the  best  novels  of  any  kind  I've 
read  this  year.  Both  author  and  publisher 
deserve  praise  —  and  lots  of  readers. 

There  is  a  fine,  arresting  cover  by  Brian 
Clarke. 

Jack  Fritscher's  Corporal  in  Charge  of 
Taking  Care  of  Captain  O'Malley  (Gay 
Sunshine  Press,  $10  US)  is  a  collection  of 
erotic  stories  and  fantasies  that  first  ap- 
peared in  magazines  like  Drummer,  Skin 
and  Man2Man.  These  are  not  just  your 
off-hand  pulp  porn,  though.  They  are 
true  fantasies  in  more  than  one  sense  of 
the  word.  The  title  story  reproduces  won- 
derfully the  almost  litany-like  dirty  talk  of 
a  hot  scene  between  two  gay  men.  And 
"Young  Deputy:  K-9  Dog  Dik"  straddles 
(and  screws)  the  borderline  between  inven- 
tive eroticism  and  the  phantasmagoric. 

Fritscher's  gift  for  language  made  me 
think  of  the  poet  Dennis  Cooper,  and  as 
in  Cooper's  work,  there  is  a  strong  ele- 
ment of  romanticism  here.  The  sentimen- 
tal codas  to  some  of  the  stories  could 
have  been  cut,  but  this  is  easily  over- 
looked. Unlike  most  writers  of  dirty 
stories,  Fritscher  loves  words  as  well  as 
what  they  describe  —  which  makes  this 
one  of  the  hottest  books  in  a  long  while. 


Much  of  it  is  S/M-oriented,  so  it  may  not 
be  for  those  who  like  it  lite'n'easy. 

Two  pamphlets  distributed  by  the 
Mackay  Society  deal  with  aspects  of  the 
life  and  work  of  the  Scottish-born  Ger- 
man writer  John  Henry  Mackay.  KHZ 
Solneman's  John  Henry  Mackay  —  The 
Unique  emphasizes  Mackay's  anarchist 
political  ideas.  Hubert  Kennedy's  Anar- 
chist of  Love:  The  Secret  Life  of  John 
Henry  Mackay  deals  with  his  gay  life  and 
writings  and  his  battles  with  censorship 
and  the  political  repression  of  sexuality. 
Price  is  $2  (US)  per  title. 

Two  of  Denton  Welch's  novels, 
Maiden  Voyage  ($$.95  US)  and  A  Voice 
Through  a  Cloud  ($7.95  US)  have  been 
reprinted  by  Obelisk.  Welch  was  house- 
bound for  most  of  his  productive  life  as  a 
result  of  an  accident,  and  was  cared  for 
by  his  lover  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
33.  Welch  wrote  only  a  few  books  before 
he  died,  but  they  are  vivid  and  visionary. 
Unfortunately,  these  two  have  been  re- 
issued without  introductions  or  anything 
but  the  briefest  note  on  the  author. 

Like  Welch,  the  narrator  of  Lorenzo 
Wilson  Milam's  new  book  is  what  used  to 
be  called  a  cripple  and  is  now  more  prop- 
erly called  physically  handicapped  —  or, 
for  the  politically  perfect,  the  Alternative- 
ly Abled.  The  Cripple  Liberation  Front 
Marching  Band  Blues  (Mho  &  Mho 
Works,  $10.95  US)  is  a  compassionate, 
often  angry,  ferociously  honest  account 
of  a  long,  disabling  illness.  It  is  an  un- 
comfortable book  to  read,  which  is  as  it 
should  be.  Strong  stuff,  it  will  not  appeal 
to  everyone,  but  if  you  can  get  into  it,  its 
forceful  voice  will  probably  keep  you 
reading.  In  this  case,  the  overused  meta- 
phor of  good  writing  as  a  scalpel  is  partic- 
ularly apt. 

John  Ketzer's  My  First  Year  Out  (Jayell 
Enterprises,  $7.95  US)  is  just  that,  an  ac- 
count of  the  author's  first  year  as  a  gay 
man  —  in  Detroit  in  the  '60s.  It  takes  a 
businesslike,  total-recall  approach  and 
will  be  of  interest  to  students  of  behaviour. 

Unfortunately,  the  poetry  on  my  desk 
this  time  ranges  from  the  banal  (Paul 
Knobel's  Events  (Orianna  Press,  no  price 
given):  "The  ferns  touch  the  air  so  graci- 
ously/ their  fronds  bend  so  nicely/  to 
catch  the  light,  /  their  tendrils  make  the 
most  delightful/  loops,  /  I  would  like  to 
be  one.")  to  the  trite  (Errol  MacDonald's 
Cavalier  in  a  Roundhead  School  (Vehic- 
ule  Press,  no  price  given):  "...  I  was  one/ 
of  autumn's  mourners,/  now  December 
paints  her  pictures/  in  crystal  and  frost, 
and  in  your  eyes  is  all/  I  once  thought 
lost."). 

Sorry,  dears,  this  just  won't  do.D 

Brilliance  Books,  14  Clerkenwell  Green,  I  on- 
don  LCI,  England. 

Cay  Sunshine  Books,  Box  40397,  Sun  I  ran- 
Cisco,  CA  94140,  USA. 

The  Mackay  Society,  227  Columbus  Ave,  Unit 
2L,  New  York,  NY  10023  USA. 

Obelisk,  c/o  L  P  Dutton,  2  Park  A  ve,  New 
York,  NY  10016  USA. 
Mhod  Mho  Works,  Box  33135.  San  Diego, 
CA  92103  USA. 

Jayell  Enterprises,  Box  2616,  Fort  Dearborn 
Station,  Dearborn,  \//  48123  i  'S  I 
Orianna  Press,  l<<>\  <  '467.  ( larence  St  PO, 
Sydney 2000,   lustralia 
Wehicule Press,  Box  125,  Place du Pan  Sta 
Hon,  Montreal,  Qt  H2H  2M9 
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RABBI  WANTED 

Part-time  position 

CONGREGATION 

SH A' AR  ZAHAV 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

Dynamic,  200-member  synagogue 

with  particular  outreach  to  the  gay 

&  lesbian  community. 

Inquire  to:  Search  Committee, 

Cong.  Sha'ar  Zahav, 

220  Danvers,  San  Francisco,  CA 

94114 

•  Member,  UAHC« 
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TEDDY  BEARS 
deserve 

FLOWERS  too. 
we  deliver! 


serving  metro 


w   RVQnTGRRDEn 

JQ2&  I04ljf  '      Florist 


mi  Mom  POI  ii  ic 
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R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 

Village  by  the  Grange 

Suite  400, 122  St  Patrick  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M5T2X8 
(416)  597-1655 


Office  hours:  9  am  -  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  francais 


Dr  Edward  Kamski 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  opening  of  his 

practice  of  general  medicine  at 

The  Albany  Medical  Clinic 

200  Danf orth  Ave 

(at  Broadview) 

Toronto,  ON  M4K  1N5 

461-9471 

Evening  appointments  available. 


DRIVERS 


We  are  Pronto  Toronto,  one  of  Metro's  fastest 
growing  courier  services.  Our  customers  know 
us  as  being  reliable,  courteous  and  above  all, 
competitive. 

Our  top  drivers  are  earning  $25K  plus.  The  suc- 
cessful candidates  would  need  to  havetheirown 
van  or  late  model  compact  car,  have  a  good 
knowledge  of  Metro  Toronto  and  Mississauga, 
and  know  how  to  set  priorities. 

As  well  as  an  excellent  income,  we  offer  steady 
employment,  coupled  with  regular  working 
hours  (Monday-Friday). 

Call  us  today  for  an  interview  at: 

482-5679 

PRONTO 

TORONTO 
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UEEN  OF 
HEARTS 


Your  time  is  now... 
The  Crown  beckons... 

Join  us  in  the  exotic  appeal  ot  the 
South  Pacific  for  the  fourth  annual 
QUEEN  OF  HEARTS  PAGEANT 
February  10, 1985  Toronto 
Deadline  for  applications:  January  12 
Contact:  Alfredo  461-2800,  Dario  759-3788 
Roger  961  -0381 ,  Ferdie  925-8507 


PAUL  T.  WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  1 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


Books,  magazines, 
movies,  media... 

Ideas. 

The  people  who  put  together  the  feature 
and  review  sections  of  The  Body  Politic 
are  looking  for  recruits:  people  who  can 
join  us  in  making  decisions  about  how  a 
gay  liberation  magazine  should  reflect  our 
lives  —  and  who  can  share  with  us  the 
work  of  turning  ideas  into  print.  If  you 
can  spare  a  few  hours  a  week  and  think 
you  'd  like  to  get  involved,  give  us  a  call  at 
364-6320  or  drop  us  a  note:  The  Features 
and  Reviews  Group,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A.  Toronto,  ON  MS  W 1X9.  Attention: 
Rick  Bebout. 


John  Higgiiis 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


97  Maitland  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M4Y1E3 


Office: 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)922-6544 


Practice  restricted  to 

Corporate  &  Commercial  Law, 

Real  Estate, 

Wills  and  Estates. 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B.A.S.  (Finance) 

member  of  the  GI.GA.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


PORT  CREDIT:  Highway  10  Lakeshore  area.  Bi 
male,  35,  has  1-bedroom  apartment  to  share  with 
broad-minded,  respectable  male  under  30.  Prefer 
masculine,  straight-appearing,  quiet  and  clean. 
Available  immediately.  $220.  Call  evenings, 
274-6376. 


TORONTO 


CWM  20s,  working  and  into  exercise,  seeks  room- 
mate for  roomy  apartment,  northwest  part  of  town. 
Furniture  OK.  Call  Calvin  630-4290. 

FOR  RENT:  3  BEDROOM,  semi-detached  house, 
Woodbine-Danforth,  working  fireplace,  garage,  3 
blocks  from  subway, across  from  park.  $825  per 
month   plus   utilities.    Available   Jan    1/85.    Leave 

message.  Mike  498-9685. 

DOWNTOWN,  McGILL  STREET.  Two  spacious 
2-storey  duplexes  in  Victorian  mansion.  Many 
attractive  features  including  parking.  $1200  and 
$1400  plus  utilities.  References.  Mr  Finzi  965-4795 
days,  598-4040  evenings. 

HIGH  PARK  NEW  ONE-BEDROOM  APT  in  gay 

house,  separate  entrance,  one  block  to  subway.  $450 
per  month  plus  electricity.  533-8712. 

RESPONSIBLE  MALE  (18-35)  to  share  renovated 
house  with  two  masculine  gay  men.  Ideal  for  student 
or  professional.  All  conveniences  including  parking. 
Minutes  to  subway.  Pape-Danforth  area.  Available 
January  1.  $250  per  month.  Paul  363-3251  (days), 
465-3252  (evenings). 

BROADVIEW  &GERRARD.  Responsible  person  to 
share    large   home.    Fireplace   and    parking.    Call 

463-5528. 

RIVERDALE.  Share  house  with  male  and  female. 
Own  large  bedroom.  Partially  furnished.  Non- 
smoker  preferred.  $265  all  inclusive.  Tony  469-2738. 
A  THIRD  RESPONSIBLE  MALE,  wanted  for  large 
downtown  house,  $300  includes  amenities  and  utili- 
ties. 964-1838  evg'sand  weekends.  Immediate. 


TRAVEL 


GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST  GUIDE 
NEW  WORLD  DIRECTORY  being  prepared.  Join 
in  on  a  European  tradition  and  meet  new  people  & 
make  new  friends.  For  inclusion  in  the  first  edition 
send  name,  address  or  phone  together  with  $10.  Free 
directory  with  every  listing. 

SEAJAY  ENTERPRIZES 
BOX  624,  STATION  F,  TORONTO,  M4Y  2L8 
Readers  who  would  like  a  copy  at  a  special  pre- 
published  price,  send  $5  together  with  name  &  ad- 
dress. Others  who  are  interested  once  it  is  published 
send  SAE. 


OU»H  noose  *I"<J05)  463-4827 

•  secluded  •  tropical  decor  • 

•  individual  kitchens  •  relaxed  rates  • 

•  intimate  • 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  florida  33304 


Friendly  places  to  stay  .  .  .  Miles 
of  beaches  .  .  .  Great  restaurants 
.  .  .  Lots  of  entertainment  and 
dancing  .  .  .  Variety  of  shops 
and  galleries  .  .  . 
Write  for  free  directory 
Provincetown 
Business  Guild 
Box  421  Dept.  R 
tf  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Call  (617)  487-2313 

ROVINCETOWN 

Enjoy  It  With  Us! 


i 


Lauderdale, 
Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the 

UDtRDAI.E  MANOR  300  ft.  from  our 

beautiful  beach.  Party  at  the  world-famous 

Marlm  Beach  Hotel  next  door  and  come 

back  10  a  quiel  and  friendly  atmosphere. 

Modestly  priced  hotel  rooms,  efficiencies 

and  apartments  with  color  TV.  New  pool  in 

our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ.  Call  or  write 

Lauderdale  Manor  Motel,  2926  Valencia  St 

I- or i  Lauderdale,  Fla  33316 

Tel:  1305)  463-3385 


KEY  INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE 

INTERNATIONAL  GAY  HOTEL  and  resort  guide. 
US  $5.00,  postpaid.  Cheque  or  M.O.  to  House  of 
Lehi,  PO  Box  330406,  Coconut  Grove,  FL  33233, 
USA. 

BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown 
Barbados  West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Sum- 
mer. Two  persons.  One  night  $20-45  US.  All 
Welcome. 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


INVESTORS  WANTED 

IN  CANADA'S  FASTEST  GROWING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 

Complete  renovations  planned  for  Toronto's  largest  small 
hotel.  Over  80  rooms  to  be  tastefully  re-decora!ed  to  ac- 
commodate semi-transient  and  touring  companies.  Full 
security,  roof  garden,  summer  patio,  sauna,  games  and 
viewing  rooms,  work-out  facilities,  24-hour  room  service, 
gourmet  takeouts  and  much,  much  more  will  be  built  into 
this  quaint  and  historic  building.  In  operation  at  the  pre- 
sent time  is  a  10.000-sq-ft  licenced  live  music  lounge  cur- 
rently being  renovated  and  upgraded  to  a  Las  Vegas  style 
luxury  dining  and  dance  emporium.  Additional  revenue 
from  company-owned-and-operated  luxury  7-bedroom 
all-season  country  lodge  on  secluded  section  of  resort  lake 
within  1-hour  drive  of  Toronto.  Large  private  beach  with 
docking  facilities  and  much  more.  Suitable  for  private 
membership  get-togethers.  Active  participation  welcomed 
but  not  a  necessity.  Phone  or  write  now  for  this  once-in-a- 
lifetime  opportunity  to  help  shape  the  future  with  this  pro- 
posed flagship  of  the  community,  all  with  the  possibility 
of  fabulous  returns  on  your  long-term  investments. 
A.L.  Hart,  suite  224,  7305  Woodbine  Ave.  Mark  ham.  ON 
I.:|R  3V7  or  phone  (416)  924-7072  (10am-2pm,  Mon-Fri). 


SALES/  MARKETING 

Newly  established  manufacturing 
company  already  shipping  repeat 
orders,  seeking  active  partner  with 
strong  sales/  marketing  background 
to  help  launch  quality,  innovative 
art  and  photographic-related  pro- 
duct line.  Knowledge  of  these  in- 
dustries or  franchise  sales  a  definite 
asset.  Growth  potential  unlimited. 
Investment  $50,000. 

SALES  AGENTS  CALLING  ON  //// 
PROFE SSIONA I  TRA  DE  ALSO  WELCOME 


DAY  (416)  292-6524 
EVE  292-0237 


WORK 


•SALES* 

We  are  one  of  Canada's  largest 

distributors  of  poppers  and  "toys"  to 

both  the  gay  and  straight  markets. 

We  require  one  person  to  service  our  established 
downtown  Toronto  accounts. 

This  is  flexible  part  lime  work  in  afternoons  and 
evenlogi  Involving  order  taking,  delivery  and  wiling 
to  our  customere  at  their  businesiei 

Attractive  commission. 

You  ma\  apply  in  prrson  by  making 

an  appointment  with  f.il  Ferguson 

al!»77-171H 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


97  Maitland  Street 
Toronto  M4Y1E3 


Real  Estate 

call 


Harvey  Mai insky 

922-5533  Res: 364-1900 

Offering  personal  real  esfate 
services  fo  our  communify 

Dramatic  contemporary 

Victorian  renovation  in 

Toronto's  Cabbagetown 

Featuring: 

Spacious  combination  living/dining  room 

with  10-ft  ceilings.  Den/family  room  with 

fireplace  and  walk-out  to  interlocking  brick 

patio  and  parking.  Lower  level  family 

room.  Architecturally  designed  master 

bedroom  suite/entertainment  centre  plus  2 

large  bedrooms.  Skylights,  central  air, 

alarm.environmental  controls, sloping 

windows,  high-quality  finishes. 

Vendor  will  assist  with  9  3/4%  financing. 

10-20%  down.  Asking  $189,000. 


Cimerman  Real  Estate  Ltd 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P3 
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HE  CURTAIN  IS  RISING  ON  FOUR  INTRIGUING 
AND  DEADLY  MYSTERIES.        x 
THE  CANADIAN  MYSTERY  TRIPS! 

FINDOUTWHODUNNITT! 


November  9-11 

Murder  at  the 

Windsor  Arms 

Hotel! 


w 


November  23-25      November  23-25 
The  Mystery  Train       Murder  at  the 
To  New  York  City!     Regency  Hotel! 


Febuary  1-3 

Murder  at  the 

Oban  Inn 


77VWZ 


Call  Robert.... 

314  Jarvis  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5B  2C5 

(416)  591-6763 
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1985 


Can  Mean  Freedom 


From  shaving,  trimming,  tweezing, 

UNWANTED  HAIR 

FROM  ANYWHERE. 


CERTIFIED  ELECTROLOGIST 

Sheilagh  Devlin 

9  Bellbury  Cres.  North  York 

491-1114 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
fllATES 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


montgomem 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustrated  36  page 

catalogue$5.00  +  90«  postage 

and  handling. 


NO.  780 

8-Way 

Harness 

(NO.  780D  illustrated) 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only-  must 
be  legal  age. 


to  our  gay  brothers  and  sisters... 
may  1985  bring  health  and  good 
cheer  and  be  remembered  as  the 
year  of  the  cure. 

Stallion  Video 

Dept  226,  810  West  Broadway  St 

Vancouver,  BC  V5Z  4C9 


BODYBUILDING  COACH  NEEDED 
SLIM  26  MALE  LOOKING  FOR  COACH  with 
weights  and  knowledge  to  help  develop  muscles  and 
toning  of  body.  Will  pay.  Please  write  with  phone 
number.  Drawer  E900. 


SERVICES 


TORONTO 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

MASSAGE  FOR  HEALTH  done  by  professional 
massage  therapist.  Mr  Fung.  By  appointment  only. 
465-9810. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and/or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 
folios, fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR  —  multifaceted 
approach  to  individual  stress  problems.  Call  Barbara 
Earle:  762-41 10. 

TRADITIONAL  JAPANESE  SHIATSU  THER- 
APY  —  preventive  medicine.  Member  of  Shiatsu 
Therapy  Association  of  Ontario.  Geoff  Clayden, 
536-3548  or  626-5465  (answering  service). 

DOES  HOUSEWORK  BORE  YOU?  Do  the  chores 
pile  up?  Call  the  professionals  for  free  estimates  and 
honest,  reliable  service.  968-7428. 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille       461  -9940 

10  Hogarth  Ave  -  Apt  1408 
Toronto  Ont  M4K  1)9 
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Agent  for  Atlas  Van  Lines 


For  the  way  you  look 
For  the  way  you  feel 

DO  THE  STRAND 

Group  workouts  daily. 

Call  Dave  at  862-1 143 

Strand  Fitness  Inc,  Queen  &  Yonge, 

Toronto 


Single  workout  for 
1 12  price  with  this  ad 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

Tuning  isn't  the  whole 

game.  When  was  the  last 

time  the  action  was 

regulated? 

It  makes  a  big  difference. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Mirkham  SI,  Toronto 
967-6653 


FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  11  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812. 

OF  COURSE  YOU  WANT  THE  BEST! 
ENJOY    RELAXING    PROFESSIONAL    HAIR 
CARE  in  your  home.  Telephone:  Steven  960-3651. 


Complete 


PSYCHIC     CONSULTATION, 
confidentiality.  782-3797. 

NEED  A  PARTY  OR  REHEARSAL  SPACE? 

THE  STRAND  STUDIO  and  A  VALON  Dance  Club 
are  available  for  rental.  Call  David  862-1 143. 


BUY/SELL 


THE  TREND  —  SINGLE  STUD  EARRINGS.  The 
diamond  look-alike  in  14  kt  gold.  $30 and  up.  Zircon- 
ia  —  the  irresistible  imposter.  Available  from  Connie 
and  Bill  at  Dynemites,  90  Yorkville  Ave.  968-3550. 


BOOKS 


MALE  HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE. 
Paths  Untrodden  Book  Service,  PO  Box  459,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014-0459.  Catalogue 
$2.00  US 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

COMMUNITY  SURVEY  STUDY 
PSYCHOLOGY  DEPT  University  of  Toronto.  Gay 
men  and  lesbians  interested  in  filling  out  a  question- 
naire on  discrimination  in  Toronto  for  a  study  by  a  les- 
bian (anonymous  and  confidential)  please  come  to 
the  open  hours  7:00-9:00  PM  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
Room  557,  ground  floor,  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  St 
George  St,  U  of  T. 

USEFUL  WORK 

LOTS  OF  IT  NEEDS  TO  BE  DONE  at  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  —  in  the  areas  of  AIDSup- 
port,  community  education,  medical  liaison,  media 
relations,  and  fundraising.  To  volunteer,  or  simply 
for  more  information,  call  926-1626,  or  write  to  the 
AIDS  Committee  fo  Toronto,  Box  55,  Stn  F,  Toron- 
to,  ON,  M4Y  2L4. 

THE  BODY  POLITIC  needs  people  interested  in 
movies,  theatre,  dance,  and  writing  to  join  the 
Reviews  and  Features  editorial  group.  The  group 
develops  ideas,  contacts  writers,  reads  and  edits 
manuscripts.  It  meets  on  Thursdays  at  5:30  pm  at 
TBP  office.  For  more  information  phone  Rick 
Bebout  at  364-6320. 


GROUPS 


NORTH  AMERICAN  MAN/BOY  LOVE 
ASSOCIATION.  For  further  information  send  $1 .00 
US  to:  NAMBLA,  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

FREE  ADS  at  anytime.  Send  us  yours.  Make  friends. 
Our  penpal  club  established  1976.  Chasers,  Box  423, 
Verdun,  Que,  H4G  3d  1. 

MESSAGES 

JEFF  PANZAROTTO 

Yonge  Street  October  12, 1:50  AM,  JIM  ONE  SLICE 
calling  MITCHELL,  moustache,  maritimes,  restaur- 
ant critic,  you  didn't  leave  your  phone  number  at  the 
Westbury.  Please  write  me  at  Drawer  E860. 

DEAR  ANONYMOUS  IN  MONTREAL:  Many 
thanks  from  all  of  us  at  77ie  Body  Politic. 

LESBIAN  ART  SHOW 

Branching  Out  and  Sparkes  Gallery  are  sponsoring  a 
Lesbian  Art  Show  in  May  1985.  Please  send  slides  or 
proposals  to  Sparkes  Gallery,  1114  Queen  Street 
West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M6J  1H9,  531-1243,  or  con- 
tact Branching  Out  at  964-1575.  Please  don't  send 
originals! 

WOULD  AL  who  answered  E714  "so  what?"  in  the 
Nov  issue  please  write  again  with  your  phone  number. 

BARBARA  ANN  MAHER,  urgent,  please  contact 
Cindy-Lou  at  633-5944. 

INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN  MUSIC  FESTIVAL. 
We  —  women  from  Holland  —  have  the  intention  to 
organize  an  International  Women  Music  Festival, 
duration  two  and  a  half  days.  This  Festival  will  take 
place  in  the  autumn  of  1985.  We  urgently  invite  all 
women,  choirs,  soloists,  bands,  etc.  to  let  us  know 
earliest  possible  whether  they  are  interested  in  par- 
ticipating. Please  inform  us  about  the  kind  of  music 
that  will  be  performed  and  send  us  a  tape  when 
available.  We  will  get  in  touch  with  you.  Regards, 
Women  Music  Festival  Twente,  c/o  Jupiterstraat  25, 
7557  LA  Hengelo  (OV.),  The  Netherlands. 

BOOTS  CLUB 

FREE  CONTACT  CLUB  FORMING  for  men  into 
boots,  leather,  rubber,  misc.  footwear,  uniforms  and 
motorcycles.  G.T.S.  707-1045  Haro  Street,  Van- 
couver,  BC,  V6E  3Z8.       

MODELS/ESCORTS 


VANCOUVER 


HANDSOME,  DISCRETE,  CLEAN,  ATHLETIC, 
26,  6'  165  lbs,  student  type,  outcallsonly.  Write  Dan, 
368-1755  Robson  St,  Vancouver,  BC.  V6G  1C9. 


TORONTO 


ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  BODYBUILDERavailable 
for  personal  posing  and  modeling.  362-8982. 
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CLASSIFIED 


NOW  EASIER 
THAN  EVER! 

Use  VISA  or  Mastercharge 
and  order  by  phone! 


rJQMEs 

'fireplace,  from  I  ^ 


Now  you  can  reach  the  30,000 
men  and  women  who  read 
The  Body  Politic  every  month 
just  by  picking  up  your 
phone. 

Monday  through  Friday, 
from  1 1  am  to  5  pm,  we'll 
accept  ad  orders  paid  by  VISA 
or  Mastercharge  over  the 
telephone. 

It's  easy:  just  write  down 
what  you  want  to  say  before 
you  call,  (you  can  use  the 
form  here  at  the  right  as  a 
guide),  ring  us  at  (416) 
364-6320,  read  us  your  ad  and 
give  us  your  VISA  or  Master- 
card number.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it! 

Of  course,  we'll  still  take 
your  ad  in  person  or  by  mail, 
prepaid  by  charge  or  cheque. 

We're  waiting  to  hear  from 
you! 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35<t  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70<p  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
3646320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%off  for3to4runs,25%off  for5to9runs,  and  30%  for  10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer^ 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A    . 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  stalf  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9. 

BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters))") 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  IN  ST  LOUIS 

OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
Call  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Write  the  text  of  your  ad  below,  one  word  per  box. 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8.75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$10.15 

$10.50 

$10.85 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$12.25 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$17.15 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18.90 

$19.25 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

$21.35 

$21.70 

$22.05 

$2240 

$22.75 

Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5' 10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que. Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER.  39,  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all.  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. ' 

CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
casionally to  the  bars,  asking  $5, 000 or  best  offci  Call 
James.  944-3214. 


More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70c  per  word. 

□  Cost  of  ad  $ times  number of  runs  $. 

HEADINGS 

□  BOLD  ($5.00  times  number of  runs) 

□  STANDOUT  ($10.00  times  number of  runs) 

D  GRABBER  ($15.00  times  number of  runs) 

Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 
DISCOUNTS 

□  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 

□  Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 

□  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
Ten  to  twelve  runs.  Deduct  30% 

f  1  I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

D  Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.) 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

-$ 

-$ 

-$ 

$ 

-$ 

1.00 

Subtotal  $ 

$ 
Subtotal  $ 

Canada             $ 
International    $ 

18.95  CN 
18.95  US 

Total  enclosed  $ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  FEBRUARY  ISSUE:  5  PM,  THURSDAY.  JANUARY  10 

Name 

Address   

City    

Province  Code 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my       Visa       Mastercharge 

Card  number 

Expiry  date 

Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS.  Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  dmu 
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THE  HITCH-N-POST 

529  Yonge  Street 

is 

NOW  OPEN! 

Fulh  Licensed 


Come  out  and  party  with  us 

and  see  Yonge  Street . . . 

and  the)  can't  see  you! 

Cbeci  out  our  "Hupps  Hour"  prices'. 

TORONTO 
925-9998 


style  301 


MENS  FASHION  SWIMWEAR 

one  forS9.50  or  two  for  $17.00 

i   Dk. 

_  _>  Turq 


vfuitra-Violet 
WA--  Red 

Burnt-Orange 

Navy 

Sand 


Brown 
^uoise  4 
A  Royal 
#White 
Black 


Blue 


tyle  308 


301 


23%  LYCRA 
S^es  Sm  (28-30)  Med  (31-33)  Lg  (34  36) 
O'y.      Size      Colour  ,  Oty      Size 

308  ' 


Colour  . 


second  cnoice  colour 


second  choice  colour 


plus  $2  00  for  shipping  and  handling 
Fla  residenls  include  slate  sales  lax 
TOTAL  ORDERS 
Sony  noC  O  D's 


_]  Check  ZL  Money  Order 

•  Money  Order  immediate  delivery 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


^CMASmc 


PO   BOX  9251     PEMBROKE  PII1ES.  FLA.  35084  9251 
to  avoid  delay,  please  print 


NAME 


ADDRESS . 

CITY 

ZIP 


STATE 
PHONE( 


allow  4  to  6  weeks  delivery 


CUFFS 


Being  your  slave 

What  should  I  do. 

But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 

Times  of  your  desire? 

—Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vet- 
era mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red,  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
f  our(  2  ankle  &  2  wrist  cuffs ).  Send  S34.95 
plus  $3.00  postage  and  tax,  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  PM  Enterprises, 
Suite  030-131,  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto, 
ON.  M5J  1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour,  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 


42  C  THE  BODY  POLITIC 


"Call  us.  Tell  us  what  you  want.  Describe  your  fantasy  and  the  kind 
of  guy  (i.e.  Trucker,  Cop,  Straight,  Body-Builder,  etc.,  etc.)  you'd 
like  to  explore  it  with.  Then  we'll  have  him  call  you  back  and  you  can 
talk  till  you're  satisfied.  Guaranteed." 
CREDIT  CARDS 


••*••••••••••••••••*•••••••••• 


FANTASYPHONE 
(416)367-0593 


•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

JANUARY  1985 


"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort /model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 

FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5' 11"  170,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  es- 
cort and /or  model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

A  COUPLE  of  clean  cut,  athletic  young  boys 
available  for  hot  times.  Call  964-81 13.        

HANDSOME,  MUSCULAR  MALE  available  as 
model  or  escort.  Out-of-towners  most  welcome.  Call 
Dawson  to  set  something  up.  (416)921-2462. 

FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

PERSONABLE,  INTELLIGENT  AMERICAN 
LESBIAN  wanted  by  Canadian  gay  male  age  29,  for 
marriage  and  immigration  status.  Let's  talk  things 
over.  Drawer  E851. 

NATIONAL 

CANADIAN  GUY 

CANADIAN  GUY  SEEKS  Canadian  woman  to 
marry  his  lover.  Will  do  same  in  return.  Drawer  E689. 


ONTARIO 


BRITISH  GUY,  29,  seeks  Canadian  girl  for  marriage, 
to  stay  here  with  my  lover.  I  am  living  in  the  London 
area.  Drawer  E808. 


TORONTO 


Sharkey  says:  Nobody  knows  me.  Nobody  knows  my 
name.  Tell  me  your  name.  Drawer  E867. 

It's  cold  out  there.  Why  don't  you  come  over  to  my 
place  for  a  drink.  1  don't  have  a  fireplace  so  we'll  have 
to  think  of  some  other  way  to  keep  warm.  Drawer 
E889. 

INSOLENT  little  bitch  submissive  must  be  subdued 
by  strict  little  bitch  dominant  with  anal  fetish.  Drawer 

E775. 

WILD  WOMEN  IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  BIG  "O"? 

Do  you  rush  to  your  mailbox  every  day  for  an  invita- 
tion to  your  first  (or  latest)  orgy?  Drop  us  a  letter 
(detailed  and  juicy)  to  say  why  you  should  be  invited 
to  ours.  And  who  knows  what  the  post  may  bring 
tomorrow?  Drawer  0723. 


FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARE  YOU  A  TALL  EUROPEAN  GENTLEMAN, 
blond,  blue-eyed,  well-built,  24-34  years,  financially 
responsible  for  some  help  and  needs  his  Canadian  citi- 
zenship? I  am  an  attractive,  5 '6"  Canadian  gay  lady, 
30's,  dark  long  hair,  dark  eyes,  large  tanned  breasts. 
Write  and  send  photo  to  Gypsy  Mary,  Drawer  E872. 

I'M  POLISH  GAY,  24,  want  to  correspond  with 
someone  from  Canada.  I'm  interested  in  music,  thea- 
tre, opera,  arts,  tourism.  I  know  English,  a  little 
French  and  Italian.  JanuszKromp,ULLwowska8M 
35,  00-652  Warszawa,  Poland. 

1  AM  A  GOOD-LOOKING  20  YR  OLD  STUDENT, 
1.80M,  brown  hair  and  eyes.  My  hobbies  are  body- 
building (7  years),  skiing,  sailing  and  piano.  I  would 
like  to  correspond  with  good-looking  boys  with  cul- 
tural interests,  up  to  27  years.  Write,  in  English  or 
Italian  to  Konstantino  S.,  PO  Box  17566,  Lefkou 
Pyrgou,  540O9Thessaloniki,  Greece. 

HUNKY  BLACK  MALE 

MUSCULAR,  ATHLETIC,  VERY  Gr/A,  40s, 
5'  10"  155,  insatiable,  but  extremely  health  conscious 
seeks  steady  partner  and  compatible  buddy.  Special 
fondness  for  Third  World  Men.  Photo  with  bio?  POB 
1978,  Cathedral  Station,  NY,  NY  10025. 

NATIONAL  

SUBMISSIVE  GWM,  40s,  seeks  well-endowed  hairy 
male  into  heavy  leather,  jeans,  W  IS,  B  /  D,  M  /S,  J  /O. 
Anywhere,  penpals.  Drawer  E721. 

USED  JOCKSTRAPS,  UNDERWEAR  WANTED 

RAUNCHY  JOCKSTRAPS,  UNDERWEAR  worn 
by  college,  high-school  athletes  wanted  to  buy  or  ex- 
change. Will  correspond  with  anyone,  anywhere. 
Drawer  E812. 

WANT  A  NEW  START 

I'M  40  (YOUNG)  5' 10"  165  lbs,  masculine,  fit 
distinctive,  honest,  loyal.  Want  to  develop  shared  re- 
lationship with  a  young,  muscular,  smooth  body  who 
needs  moral  and  financial  support  to  start  new  life 
Note  and  phone  number.  National.  Will  pay  way  to 
Vancouver.  Drawer  E839.    

MALE  VIDEO  CLUB  starting.  VHS/Beta.  Reply  to 
PO  Box  405,  Don  Mills,  ON,  M3C  2T2.  Canadians 
nationwide  welcome.         ^__ 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ~~ 

TRAVELLING  MAN,  27,  would  like  to  meet  people 
throughout  BC.  Hotel  Jacuzzis  and  beer  parlours 
quickly  become  boring.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 

E825. 

GWmTsLIM  MUSCULAR  BUILD,  41,  would  like 
to  meet  others  on  Saltspring  Island.  Drawer  E864. 


ALBERTA 


ACTIVE  ORIENTAL  MALE  30,  looking  for  lover. 
Reply  to  PO  Box  4753,  Postal  Stn  S,  Edmonton,  Alta, 
T6E  5G6. 


LIKE  TO  WRITE 

GWM  28,  5' 10",  seeks  penpals  from  other  gay  males 
for  friendship.  Possibly  more.  Varied  interests  and 
hobbies.  Take  a  couple  of  minutes  and  tell  me  about 
yourself.  Photo  nice  but  not  necessary.  Write  to  Box- 
holder,  Box  674,  Main  PO,  Edmonton,  Alta, 
T5S  2K8.  All  replies  answered.  Photos  returned  on 

request. __ 

GWM  30s  SEEKS  FRIENDS  in  Calgary,  Edmonton 
and  area  over  25,  free  to  entertain,  love  to  meet  you 
soon.  Write  Drawer  E898. 


CALGARY 


EASTERN  BOY  TRAVELLING  TO  CALGARY 
area  early  spring.  Looking  for  hot,  deep  throat  and 
tight,  young  buns  to  satisfy  my  well-hung  crotch. 
Photo  and  descriptive  letter  required.  Drawer  E869. 


EDMONTON 


EDMONTON/NE  ALTA:  GWM,  32,  5'5'\  seeking 
fit  topman,  25-35,  to  fulfill  fantasies.  Prefer  biker, 
snowmobiler,  construction  worker.  Leather,  winter 
coveralls/ workclothes,  helmets  areturn-ons.  Will  tra- 
vel. Travellers  welcome.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Phone,  photos  and  preferences  requested. 
Drawer  E829. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


TWO  GUYS,  26,  34,  both  tall,  bearded,  hairy,  mas- 
culine, fit,  hung.  Seek  buddy(s)  of  like  description  to 
sow  wild  oats.  Drawer  E762. 


ONTARIO 


GWM,  30,  into  hot  J/O,  tele,  videos.  Seeks  GWM 
(22-32).  Send  photo,  letter  to  Kev,  PO  Box  20051, 
Stoney  Creek,  L8J  IPO. 

NORTHERN  ONTARIO 


NORTHERN  bodybuilder  34,  5'7"  169,  interested 
ONLY  in  SAME  or  very  well  proportioned  buddy, 
masculine,  discreet,  photo  appreciated.  Will  travel. 
Drawer  E866. 


TORONTO 


GWM,  22, 6'4"  185  lbs  seeks  well-hung  hot  and  hor- 
ny male  to  27.  1  love  sucking  and  being  sucked. 
Drawer  E637. 

NAHANN1,  AUYU1TTUQ,  QUETICO.  Fellow 
canoeist,  pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photo- 
grapher to  share  in  the  planning  and  living  of  these 
and  other  indescribable  wilderness  experiences.  No 
lily-dippers  please.  Drawer  E715. 

WHITE  MALE,  48,  6'  170  lbs,  lean,  clean  and  mus- 
cular, masculine  looking/acting,  non-promiscuous, 
would  like  to  meet  a  heavy-hung  greek  active  or 
french  passive  male,  age,  looks,  race  unimportant. 
Box  334,  Station  K,  Toronto,  M4P  2G8. 

HOT  BUNS 

GWM  30  blond,  blue  eyes,  5'  10",  seeks  man  over  21 
for  hot  times.  Butch,  masculine  and  well  hung  a  must . 
Photo  a  must.  Phone.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 
E749. 

LEATHER  ACTION 

BLOND  BEARDED  BIKER  32  requires  leather  slave 
to  serve  this  dominant  leather  man.  Reply  stating  ex- 
perience with  photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E791. 

HOT  HUNKY  HUNG  TOP  24  TO  40 

CLEANCUT  BLACK  35  YRS  average  height, 
weight,  wants. big-cocked  top  men  wanting  good  ass 
and  repeated  rides  with  condoms;  tattooes  welcomed. 
Drawer  E793. 

ACTIVE  STABLE  CHRISTIAN  GUY  23 

ACTIVE  STABLE  CHRISTIAN  GUY  23  seeks  sim- 
ilar attractive  student  for  relationship  or  friendship. 
Descriptive  letter  with  phone  to  Drawer  E877 

WHITE  MALE  age  36,  5'8",  blonde,  living  in  the 
West  end.  Interested  in  meeting  gay  or  Bi  male  36-40, 
for  regular,  mutual  physical  encounters  and  friend- 
ship. Drawer  E870. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  GWM  COUPLE 
seek  men  interested  in  get-togethers  over  the  long  win- 
ter months  ahead .  Reply  with  phone,  photo  if  possib- 
le. We  can't  meet  if  you  don't  answer.  Drawer  E868. 

GWM,  31 , 6'3"  185,  masculine,  horny,  well-hung,  in- 
terested in  videos  and  J  /O  sessions  with  another  hor- 
ny guy.  Correspondence  welcome.  Drawer  E874. 

GOODLOOKING  WHITE  MALE  38,  155  lbs,  hard- 
working  professional  seeks  new  friends.  I  love  films 
and  quiet  evenings  at  home  or  on  the  town.  Tell  me 
about  yourself  and  let's  see  what  develops.  Drawer 
E876. 

PROFESSIONAL  TORONTO  GWM  COUPLE  33 
and  35  seeks  professional  gay  male  and  gay  female 
couples  in  Metro  Toronto  and  greater  Buffalo  areas 
for  strictly  platonic  friendships.  Drawer  E559. 

ENEMAS 
ENJOY  EVENINGS  AT  HOME  giving  and  receiving 
sensuous  enemas  with  attractive  well-built  male  in  late 
30s.  Photo,  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  E863. 

MAN  FOR  ALL  SEASONS— Tall,  slim  male  (32) 
with  athletic  swimmer's  physique,  generously  endow- 
ed, great  buns,  light  body  hair,  blue  eyes,  clean-cut 
beautiful  body.  Am  extremely  clean,  well-mannered, 
educated,  discreet  and  caring.  Expect  comparable  at- 
tributes in  other.  Must  be  well-adjusted,  mature- 
minded,  non-promiscuous.  Preferably  26-38.  Should 
be  equally  transported  emotionally  by  fine  ballet  and 
symphonic  performances  or  the  call  of  a  loon  while 
canoeing.  Object:  caring  companionship  and  beauti- 
ful tender  moments  together .  Phone  number,  honest , 
candid  letter  about  yourself  guarantees  reply.  Photo 
appreciated  and  returned.  Thank  you.  Hugs!  Drawer 
E646. 


PUT  LOVE-MAKING  BACK  into  sex.  It's  more  en- 
joyable! Agree?  Reply  to  Box  323,  Station  W,  35 
Densley,  Toronto,  M6M  4Z2. 

FAT,  UGLY,  SOCIALLY  INEPT  asshole  needs 
friends.  Drawer  E865. 

MONOGAMOUS  MALE  COUPLES  for  get- 
togethers,  e.g.  theatre,  dinners,  picnics,  other  social 
functions.  No  sex.  Contact  Drawer  E861. 

NEED  THE  STRAP,  SIR! 
LOOKING   FOR  TALL  YOUNG  WELL-BUILT 

male  disciplinarian  to  lay  on  the  strap  to  middle-aged 
outgoing  male.  Write  stating  your  experience.  Drawer 
E799. 

GBM,  26,  WITH  HOT  MOUTH  seeks  uncut  latinos, 
orientals.  Have  good  technique.  Must  have  own 
place.  Hurry!  Drawer  E802. 

GWM  30s  seeks  clean-shaven  muscular  young  guys 
for  occasional  afternoon  get-togethers.  Into  WS,  ene- 
mas ,  toys,  videos,  bodybuilding,  wrestling.  Body- 
builders turn  me  on.  Photo,  phone  appreciated. 
Northeast  Toronto  area.  Drawer  E881. 

MALE, WHITE,  36,  5' 10"  170  lbs  masculine.  Brown 
hair,  eyes,  reddish  body  hair,  clean-cut,  XPC, 
farmer.  Quiet  type,  thick,  well-hung,  big  balls,  hang- 
ing low.  Hot  stud  seeks  same  under  33  for  friendship, 
good  times.  Able  to  service  all  night.  Enjoy  mutual 
toke,  music,  quiet  times,  drink,  animals,  outdoor  ac- 
tivity. Let's  hear  from  all  of  you  hpt  young  guys  in 
Toronto  and  other  parts.  Especially  military  and 
country  types.  Discreet  and  expect  same.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  mine.  Thanks.  Suite  2207-5647  Yonge 
Street.  M2N  4E9.  Wolf  of  Metro  Parks  please  reply. 

MIDDLE-AGED  GAY  IN  MISSISSAUGA  seeks 
son,  young-brother  relationship  with  a  self-sufficient 
gay  to  28  who  is  slim,  beardless,  short  hair.  Prefer  un- 
cut, average  hang  who  enjoys  69,  finger  wave,  pop- 
pers, video  and  T.L.C.  Other  interests  classic  music, 
close  friends,  sailboats,  computers,  nights  at  home, 
sometimes  dining  out.  Phone  number  for  fast  reply. 
Drawer  E878. 

STOP  FISSION!  Radiant  guy  w/hot  core  will  bring 
you  to  controlled  meltdown.  Queen's  grad,  6', 
165/38  (Ibs/yrs,  respectively),  looks  30,  brn/hzl, 
masculine,  avg  looks  /body  (latter  improving  at 
Etobicoke  Olympium),  non-smoker,  moderate 
drinker,  versatile,  avid  snuggler,  intelligent,  sense  of 
humour,  crowd-shy.  Interests  include  film,  theatre, 
fantasy /horror  fiction,  collectibles,  flea  markets, 
biology,  cottage-life,  swimming,  computers.  Seeking 
similar  slim,  well-defined,  fit,  bright,  witty  guy  21  to 
35  as  pal,  workout  buddy  or  more.  Pen  pals,  inexperi- 
enced welcome;  am  affectionate,  patient,  undemand- 
ing teacher.  Photo  (returned)  appreciated;  candid  let- 
ter w/ phone  to  Drawer  E879. 

GWM  35  HANDSOME  WELL-ENDOWED  trim 
body  seeks  dentured  bold  talented  service.  You  good 
shape,  age  no  bearing.  Must  have  private  pad  for 
slow,  hot  sessions.  Discretion  given  and  expected. 
Picture  and  phone  number  get  immediate  response. 
Wally.  Drawer  E888. 

CREATIVE  RAUNCH 

IN  WELL-equipped  pigpen.  Watersports,  rubber, 
shaving,  boots,  light  SM,  long  sessions  with  role 
switching.  Me:  GWM,  34,  big  and  hairy.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  reply.  Drawer  E726. 

HELLO  *  BONJOUR 

I'M  26,  6'  150  lbs,  dark  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  with 
trim  beard.  How  are  we  ever  going  to  meet  if  you 
don't  write?  PO  Box  6427,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
M5W  1X3.  

SEARCHING  FOR  YOU 

GWM,  GREEK  ACTIVE,  FRENCH  PASSIVE,  32, 
5'  10"  165  lbs,  seeks  hairy  man,  30-40  who  enjoys  sub- 
missive role.  Other  interests:  getting  in  shape,  travel. 
Relationship  possible.  Descriptive  letter  with  phone 
gets  reply.  Drawer  E821. 

LOOKING  FOR  AN  ATTRACTIVE,  quiet,  intel- 
ligent,  man  between  28-38  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  I  am  25,  6'  1 75  lbs,  brown  hair,  eyes  and 
moustache.  My  interests  include:  good  times,  music, 
books,  travel  and  computers.  If  you  have  a  mous- 
tache, enjoy  leather,  uniforms,  cuddling  and  explor- 
ing your  fantasies,  then  why  not  go  for  it.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  E827. 

VERSATILE  GWM,  37,  5'8"  130  lbs,  short  blond 
hair  and  beard,  dancer's  build,  pleasant  appearance.  I 
enjoy  working  out  (Nautilus),  movies,  dancing,  all 
the  "arts"  as  well  as  long  walks  and  quiet  times.  I 
don't  enjoy  pain,  mental  or  physical.  If  you  are  simil- 
ar, 25-40,  and  looking  for  companionship,  friend- 
ship, a  relationship  or  juat  a  "ship"  that  passes  in  the 
night,  let's  get  together.  Drawer  E828. 

GWM  38:LOVES  TO  SUCK  &  FONDLE 
SEEKS  VERY  HORNY  black,  while  or  oriental  guy 
in  20s  or  30s.  Looks  are  unimportant  but  cleanliness 
and  discretion  a  must.  Box  1057,  Station  F,  Toronto, 
M4Y  2T7. 

STUDENT  23  SEEKS  SAME  for  long-lasting 
relationship.  Not  into  the  bar  scene.  Please  send 
photo.  Spanish,  French  people  most  welcome. 
Drawer  E899. 

LOVE  AND  RESPECT 
GAY  MALE,  MIXED  RACE.  37,  5'9 ",  attractne. 
caring,  affectionate,  sincere,  easygoing.  Enjoys  the 
arts,  cycling,  going  out,  quiet  times  Seeks  monoga- 
mous, unselfish  relationship  with  special  friend  who 
appreciates  same.  1  ols  of  love  to  give,  let's  make 
sweet  dreams  together.  Drawer  L90I. 

WANTED:    WELL-BUILT   YOUNG   HUSTLER 

type.  Prefer  well-defined  muscles  to  pretty  face.  No 
drugs,  no  hangups.  No  picture  necessary.  Drawer 
E882.  

ATTRACTIVE  BI  MALE.  40s.  seeks  friends  inter 
isied    in   giving   or   receiving   massages.    Man  mis 
welcome.   Photo  and   phone  appreciated     Drawer 
E88S. 


INVESTOR  GROUP  WANTED 
FOR  A  CANADIAN  GAY  MAGAZINE 


The  most  successful  gay  magazine  publisher  in  the 
United  States  is  interested  in  a  joint  venture  with 
Canadian  citizens  to  publish  a  monthly  gay  glossy 
magazine  for  Canada. 


Contact: 


Donald  N.  Embinder 
c/o  TORSO  Magazine 
7715  Sunset  Blvd.  NO.  210 
Hollywood,  CA  90046 
(213)850-5400 
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GAY  28,  5'6",  slim,  many  interests,  greek  P  F  A/P, 
J/O,  seeks  gay  for  fun  and  friendship.  Penpals 
welcome,  letter,  phone  no.  toC.S.D.,  Box  6781,  Sta- 
tion  A,  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1XS. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM,  non- 
smoker  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-com- 
petitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns. 
Me:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5' 10"  165  lbs,  6"  cock 
with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality-oriented 
single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or  coitus 
machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness  and  energy.  No  box 
number  please.  Pax.  Drawer  E675. 

SOCKS  AND  FEET 

GWM,  32,  5' 11"  160  lbs,  masculine,  good-looking, 
turns  on  to  socks  and  bare  feet.  Is  there  anyone  out 
there  who  shares  my  interest?  Drawer  E854. 

WANTED:  MASCULINE  MALE 

GWM  38,  6'0"  175  lbs,  seeks  fit  dominant  male.  No 
prejudices.  TT,  ass  play.  Role  playing.  Long  hot  ses- 
sions. I'm  at  your  service.  Drawer  E832. 

AFFECTIONATE  ATHLETIC  ASIAN,  27,  would 
like  to  meet  other  attractive,  intelligent  men.  1  enjoy 
theatre,  working  out,  travelling.  Let's  meet!  Drawer 

E83S. 

GWM,  ATTRACTIVE,  37,  5' 10"  165.  Interests: 
squash,  tennis,  skiing,  skating,  music,  films.  Seeks 
GWM,  masculine,  under  40.  Drawer  E905. 

2  SINGLE  LEFT-LEANING  ACTIVISTS  concern- 
ed  about  peace,  world  development,  and  other 
important  issues  would  like  to  meet  other  men  with 
similar  interests  for  socializing,  support  and  love. 
Drawer  E904. 

GAY  AND  BLACK?  Need  a  friend,  companion  or 
lover?  Discreet ,  clean-cut  male  would  like  to  meet  you 
for  a  sincere,  warm  relationship.  Photo  and  phone 
please.  Drawer  E903. 


SEXY  TVS  IN  REVEALING  LINGERIE 

GWM,  39  loves  to  wear  lingerie,  seeks  TV's  or  inter- 
ested males  for  mutual  pleasure.  Discreet,  clean  and 
imaginative.  Drawer  E902. 

BI  MALE  37,  6'2"  180,  seeks  fun  friend  to  play  strip 
Trivial  Pursuit.  Photo  and  phone  number.  20 
Teesdale  Place,  Apt  504,  Scarborough,  MIL  1L1. 

DADDY  TOP  NEEDS  BABY  BOTTOM  for  late- 
nite  deposits.  Drawer  E890. 

SLIM  OR  MUSCULAR  YOUNG  STUD  serviced  in 
every  possible  way  by  attractive  sex  maniac,  6'  155  lbs, 
37.  Send  kinky  letter.  Drawer  E891 . 

MALE  34,  GOOD-LOOKING,  educated,  slim, 
open-minded,  health-conscious,  enjoys  getting  fuck- 
ed and  sucking,  seeks  discreet  lover-friendship  with 
an  older  mature  person.  If  you  feel  we  can  be  compati- 
ble please  send  me  your  frank  letter  stating  your 
preferences.  Drawer  E892. 

NON-POSSESSIVE  RELATIONSHIP  WANTED 
by  40's  male  —  who  is  honest,  open-minded  and 
health-conscious  —  who  loves  clouds,  birds,  sunsets, 
laughing,  cuddling,  exercising  —  but  needs  a  friend  to 
share  these  with.  Reply  to  PO  Box  126,  Station  F, 
Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  2L4. 

ADS  ARE  DOORS.  Open  this  one  and  discover  a  sin- 
cere, settled,  slim,  fun,  caring  and  intelligent  39  YR 
old  GWM,  who  is  seeking  same  (25-42)  for  a  special, 
relationship.  Drawer  E893. 

GWM  COUPLE,  SINCERE,  40's,  versatile,  tall, 
slim,  seek  male  couples  or  singles  for  friendship  and 
relationship,  also  interested  in  exchanging  movies. 
Drawer  E894. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  41,  5'10"  165  lbs,  would  like 
to  meet  Asian  male  for  friendly  get  togethers.  I'm  a 
business  professional  with  varied  interests.  All  replies 
answered.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E840. 


TIRED  OF  BEING  ALONE 

IF  YOU  BELIEVE  that  gay  men  can  be  friends,  and 
not  just  sex  partners,  I'd  like  to  meet  you.  I'm  26, 
GWM,  5'11"  160  lbs.  Like:  restaurants,  movies, 
plays,  long  walks,  GWG's,  playing  cards,  and  cud 
dling  on  cold  Sunday  mornings.  Dislike:  bars,  at- 
titude, designer  people,  waking  up  alone.  Friendship 
and  tenderness  badly  needed,and  offered.  Photo 
would  be  nice,  write  soon.  Drawer  E895. 

YOUNG  SON,  23,  5' 10",  brown-green,  moustache, 
seeks  tall  masculine  dad  40  +  who  is  affectionate  but 
strict  when  necessary  and  into  exploring  fantasies, 
moustache  a  plus  but  not  necessary.  Photo  /phone. 
Drawer  E896. 

PUPPPY  TRAINING 

TRAINING  OFFERED  TO  FRISKY  OR  disobe- 
dient young  pups.  Technique  mixes  affection, 
discipline  and  exhausting  activity  to  produce  affec- 
tionate but  obedient  lap-dogs.  Smooth  coats  only! 
Write  enclosing  snap,  phone  and  details.  Drawer 
E897. 

AFFECTIONATE,  37,  NON-SMOKER,  hung,  ath- 
letic,  trim,  enjoys  cycling,  outdoors,  music,  theatre 
etc...  seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger)  whose 
interests  exclude  bars.  Photo  gets  sure  answer.  Box 
7303,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9. 

BODY  BUDDY  WANTED 

1  AM  A  HEALTHY  MALE,  22  years  old,  5'9"  140 
lbs,  dark  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  seeks  attractive,  fit 
male  for  get-togethers.  Love  body  hair,  moustaches. 
Don't  sell  yourself  short,  write  me  now.  Send  photo, 
if  possible  (but  not  essential),  and  phone  to  Drawer 
E910. 

GAY  MALE  20  would  like  to  meet  new  people  for 
friendship,  relationship.  I'm  good-looking  and 
honest.  Penpals  welcome.  Photo  please.  Drawer 
E908. 


18  EAST  HOTEL 


S8fc?5s 


Featuring: 


•  Clean,  affordable  double  roo 

•  Sauna  &  TV  lounge 

•  Free  laundry  facilities 

•  Private  sundeck 

•  Lots  of  free  parking 
And 

•  A  sizzling  bar 

RATES 

$24  per  night  $75  per  week 
(Based  on  single  or  double  occupa 

Special  monthly  winter  rates  available 


I 


18  Eastern  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  1H5 


(416)  368-4040 
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GWM  COUPLE  25/28  would  like  to  meet  other 
GWM  couples  for  sincere  friendships.  Not  into  bar 
scene.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  E907. 

EAGER  TO  PLEASE 

GWM,35,5'6"  155  lbs,  seeks  a  young  male  21 -30  for 
long  hot  and  horny  sessions.  Should  have  own  place 
in  downtown  Toronto.  Prefer  male  that  is  cut, 
honest,  slim,  well-hung  with  big  balls  and  cock  and 
feels  comfortable  in  blue  jeans.  Please  send  letter  with 
photo  and  phone  number.  Students  welcome.  Drawer 
E8S0. 

DARK  HAIRED,  GREEN-EYED  MAN,  28,  sincere 
and  monogamous,  seeks  eclectic,  artistic,  tweedy, 
bearded  type.  Could  be  writer,  scientist  (archeologist, 
anthropologist),  student,  etc.  Should  be  stocky, 
wooly  and  positive.  Balding,  bit  overweight  and  age 
unimportant.  Photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E909. 

MAN  43,  ATTRACTIVE,  PERSONABLE.  Single 
father  of  seven-year-old  child.  Varied  interests:  mov- 
ies, outdoors,  canoeing,  camping.  Looking  for 
durable  relationship  with  bright,  healthy,  physically 
fit,  stable,  reliable,  optimistic  young  man.  Drawer 
E911. 

GWM  40  SEEKS  GUYS  for  hot  sweaty  kinky  sex. 
Anything  considered.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  nec- 
essary. Send  phone  number.  Drawer  E913. 

ATTN:  MODELS/ESCORTS 

I  CAN'T  PHONE  ALL  OF  YOU.  If  you  match  my 
requirements,  drop  me  a  note  with  name  and  number. 
You  should  be  6'  or  more,  with  muscle  definition, 
dark  brown  or  black  hair,  hairy  chest,  well-hung, 
masterful,  able  to  fuck  wearing  rubber.  You  must  be  a 
charmer  not  hustler.  I'm  fiftyish,  personable,  in- 
telligent, slim.  Box  806,  Station  F,  Toronto,  M4X 
2N7. 

AND  NOW  FOR  SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY  DIFFERENT 

FIT  GM  24,  OPEN-MINDED  AND  HORNY  seeks 
males  for  mutual  pleasure.  Race  unimportant, 
cleanliness  and  imagination  is.  Go  on  be  a  dare. 
Drawer  E719. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO       ~ 

CAMBRIDGE  GWM  35,  professional,  still  farmboy 
at  heart,  wants  to  share  modern  condo.  Interests:  pi- 
ano, theatre  work,  roller-skating,  dinners,  movies, 
travel,  denim,  boots,  Portuguese  men.  Open  to  last- 
ing relationship.  Drawer  E884. 

SLIM  YOUNG  WHITE  OR  ASIAN  LOVER 

GWM  PROFESSIONAL  financially  secure,  well- 
travelled,  multilingual,  loves  everything  beautiful  in 
life.  36  years,  tall,  presentable,  virile,  wishes  meeting 
younger  white-asian,  18-30,  slim,  for  1/1  relation- 
ship. Will  help  financially  to  relocate.  Descriptive  let- 
ter, phone,  photo  (must),  students  welcomed.  South- 
ern Ontario,  Toronto,  elsewhere.  Drawer  E886. 

"MOTOCROSS 

STRAIGHT  BEHAVING,  intelligent,  honest,  sin- 
cere, semi-discreet,  clean-cut,  gay  white  male, 
reliable,  27,  5'9"  160,  seeks  friendship  with  same. 
Living  interests;  movies,  music,  hi-tech,  camping, 
travel,  motocross,  leather,  bikes,  trucks  Geep)- 
Drawer  E906. 

M  AZIN  AW  GAY  ALUMNI  meets  irregularly.  M  for 
men,  A  alert,  Z  for  zeal,  etc.  Contact  MGA.  Drawer 
E912. 

OWEN  SOUND  ONTARIO 

Bl  WHITE  MALE,  24,  5'8"  155  lbs,  good-looking, 
married,  looking  to  meet  Bis  and  gays  in  my  area,  to 
age  35,  for  lots  of  sex  and  good  times,  photo  and 
phone  insure  fast  reply.  Drawer  E809. 

SARNIA  AREA.  Tall,  built,  handsome,  intelligent, 
hot,  straight-behaving,  sincere,  reliable,  collegiate, 
discreet,  versatile,  cleancut,  nice,  GWM,  27,  seeks 
friendship  with  same.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated. 
Drawer  E834. 

PETERBOROUGH 

GW  COUPLE  23/33,  new  in  town,  want  to  meet 
others.  Descriptive  letter  with  interests.  All  replies  an- 
swered. Why  not?  Drawer  E875. 


BRAMPTON 


MIDDLE  AGE  MAN  would  like  to  meet  white  male 
18  to  21.  For  Brampton  area  serious  replies  only 
phone  459-2293  between  9  and  2  in  the  afternoon. 


OTTAWA 


OTTAWA  MATURE  GAY  experienced  masc.  seeks 
same  40-60,  object  shared  life,  travel,  arts,  ultimately 
home.  Consider  locating  for  compatible  man. 
Drawer  E873. 

MALE,  35,  5'5",  slim,  youthful-looking,  sensitive, 
artistic,  intelligent,  seeks  attractive  buddy  of  similar 
age  here  in  Ottawa  for  sincere  friendship.  Prefer  bi- 
sexual or  at  least  someone  who  can  relate  to  people 
outside  the  gay  community.  Someone  to  talk  to,  to  do 
things  with,  to  share  myself  with,  to  love  and  look  to 
for  mutual  support  and  enrichment.  Please  send  re- 
cent photo  with  letter  to  Drawer  E857. 


QUEBEC 


ATTRACTIVE  48,  186cm  82kg,  professional,  seeks 
lasting,  caring  relationship.  Interests:  fitness,  out- 
doors, country  living,  disco,  films,  sex,  science,  litera- 
ture. Drawer  E842. 


MONTREAL 


1  KNOW  YOU'RE  OUT  THERE 

MONTREAL:  GWM,  27,  professional,  just  getting 
back  on  his  feet  after  the  breakup  of  a  very  loving  rela- 
tionship, seeks  GWM  28-35,  for  a  loving,  caring, 
sincere  friendship  (for  starters).  Would  love  to  stay 
home  with  the  right  person.  Likes:  film,  good  food, 
travel,  Benny  Hill,  SCTV,  National  Lampoon, 
reading    weekend    newspapers,    shopping    on    St 


Laurent,  walking  on  the  mountain,  theatre,  James 
Kirkwood,  Fran  Liebowitz,  Knots  Landing,  rue  St 
Denis,  music,  dancing.  Dislikes:  selfishness,  bars  as  a 
way  to  meet  people,  drugs,  ghosts  from  the  past. 
Interested?  Tell  me  about  yourself.  Maybe  we  can 
meet  at  Ben's  for  a  smoked-meat  sandwich.  Drawer 
E862. 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

WHITE  MALE  SEMI-RETIRED,  like  chess,  back- 
gammon and  other  two  man  gaymes.  No  S/M  or 
chains.  Complete  discretion.  Write  Drawer  E815. 

GWM  SEEKS  MATURE  MALES  for  corres.  and 
possible  relationship.  Like  all  kinds  gay  sex  GR  FR 
W/S.  Drawer  E887. 


OTHER 


GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

Join  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of 
Toronto's  baroque 
instrumental  ensemble 
or  choir. 
Phone  536-2848 


PRISONERS 


A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  MSS  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project .  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
For  Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 


WOMEN 


ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  LESBIAN,  FEM,  5*7" 
1 20,  seeks  friendship,  possible  relationship  to  cure  my 
lonely  heart.  Am  incarcerated  in  Nevada,  but  not  for 
long,  will  relocate  anywhere  for  right  woman.  If  you 
want  to  share  the  beauty  in  life,  please  write.  I  have  so 
much  love!  Please  send  photo,  phone  first  letter. 
Maggi  Adams,  PO  Box  607,  Carson  City,  Nv  89701 . 


MEN 


BM,  37,  5'  10"  1901bs.  My  interests  are:  working  out, 
the  outdoors,  drawing,  reading  and  martial  arts.  1 
rarely  receive  any  mail,  which  makes  me  feel  lonely 
most  of  the  time.  Wesley  Carter,  147-502,  PO  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699-0001. 

GWM,  23,  5' 1 1"  176  lbs.  I  am  a  very  warm,  sensitive 
and  emotional  individual  and  because  I  am  such,  I'm 
seeking  to  find  someone  who  would  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept me  as  I  am  and  able  to  relate  to  me  on  a  mental, 
spiritual  and  emotional  level,  instead  of  just  wanting 
to  use  me  up  for  their  own  selfish  sexual  pleasures 
Aurther  E  Hardie,  PO  Box  69,  177-888,  London, 
Ohio,  43140. 

W/M  22  yrs  of  age  seeking  correspondence.  Sincere 
and  looking  for  that  special  someone.  Will  answer  all. 
Terry  Mohler,  178-728,  PO  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. 

I'm  26  years  of  age,  5' 10"  152  lbs,  black  hair  and 
hazel  eyes,  and  at  the  present  very  lonely.  I  love  to 
write,  reading,  sports,  swimming  and  meeting  good 
people.  I  play  bridge,  also  chess.  Chris  Johnson, 
168-694,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio 
45699-0001. 

24  year  old  male,  lonely!  Indiscriminate  in  terms  of 
obtaining  a  friend,  sincerity  is  the  only  requirement. 
Race,  creed  or  color  plays  no  part  in  this  search.  Mink 
Price,  Box  45699-154269,  Lucasville,  Ohio 
4569—0001. 

A  LASTING,  FAITHFUL  RELATIONSHIP.  I'm 

28  years  of  age,  6' I",  very  romantic.  I  love  music.  I 
play  saxophone,  the  name  of  our  group  is  the  Cosmic 
Connection.  Willie  Hincs,  PO  Box  221-61-116, 
Raifard,  Florida  32083. 

INMATE  SEEKS  CORRESPONDENCE  from 
liberal,  open-minded  persons  interested  in  discus- 
sions of  the  world  —  both  seen  and  unseen.  I  am  a  26 
year-old  male  in  need  of  friendship  to  help  dispell  my 
loneliness  in  prison.  Jeff  L  Simmons,  169-577,  PO 
Box  45699.  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699. 

37,  MATURE,  SENSITIVE,  POSITIVE  and  en  m., 
blc.  Love  sports,  travelling,  reading,  dancing,  walks 
in  the  country.  I  stay  fit  and  always  thank  God  for  my 
life.  I  will  answer  all  correspondence  with  joy.  Von  C 
I  >;ms,  I'O  Box  45699- 1 79-828,  Lucasville,  OH  4<699 

I  (Mil  Kl  I  EASED  IN  NEAR  RJTURl.  seek  iocs 
tablUh  a  warm  and  sincere  friendship  with  anyone, 
male  or  female,  black  or  white.  I  have  a  good  educa- 
tion and  can  travel  upon  my  release.  Alfred  I  vans, 
160-007,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville.  OH  45699. 


Sheer  Fantasy 

continued  from  page  47 

to  do  this." 

"That's  all  right.  We  don't  have  to  do 
anything." 

"Have  you  got  any  diseases?" 

"Yes,  but  nothing  you  can't  avoid." 

"What  do  you  mean?" 

"I  had  an  operation  for  anal  warts  a 
while  ago,  but  you  won't  get  them  if  you 
don't  fuck  me.  And  you  can't  anyway." 

"What's  anal  warts?" 

Not  something  they  learn  about  in  pre- 
med,  I  guess.  "Warts.  On  your  ass. 
They're  caused  by  viruses." 

"How  do  you  get  those?" 

"By  getting  fucked." 

"Oh  god,  hard-core." 

"Not  really,"  I  said.  You  should  tell 
people  these  things,  right?  But  the  mo- 
ment was  slipping,  the  edge  of  desire  be- 
ing rubbed  dull.  He  sat  staring,  no 
cigarette  to  play  with. 

"Look,"  he  said.  "I  don't  want  you  to 
touch  me.  You  can  blow  me  if  you  want 
but  I  don't  want  you  to  touch  me." 

There  he  was,  this  beautiful  boy  sitting 
in  my  bedroom  naked  —  well  almost 
naked  —  offering  me  his  cock.  And  I 
could  take  it.  Stand  up,  I  could  say,  and 
there'd  be  this  firm  young  body  in  front 
of  me,  Scott  Baio  found  in  a  bar,  Scott 
Madsen  aTter  the  shirt  has  come  off,  his 
denim-stretching  dick  swelling  at  eye 
level,  and  I  could  wrap  my  mouth  around 
it  and  grab  his  ass  and  he'd  cup  his  hands 
around  my  head  and  fuck  and  fuck  and 
fuck,  fluid,  powerful,  the  muscles  of  his 
back  driving  his  hips  in  full  rhythm,  his 
thighs  straining  and  quivering  as  he 
groans  and  yelps  and  at  last,  at  last  roars 
—  roars  coming  and  coming,  letting  out  a 
whimper  as  I  swallow  him.... 

Yes.  I  wanted  it.  Like  that. 

But  it  wouldn't  be  like  that.  I  turned  to 
look  at  him,  a  nervous  boy  named  Steve 
sitting  in  a  pair  of  Secret  sneers,  with  his 
cock  sinking  between  his  legs. 

"It's  up  to  you,"  I  said.  I  rubbed  his 
back  through  the  comforter. 

He  shook  his  head.  "I  don't  want  to  be 
gay" 

What  could  I  say?  That  he  was  and 
that  he'd  better  get  used  to  it?  Or  that  he 
wasn't?  That  being  gay  was  something 
more  than  the  sexual  fantasy  he'd  had  in 
mind?  Behind  the  hot  mouth  he  was 
looking  for  there'd  be  a  real  person.  And 
behind  the  eager  cock  there'd  be  one, 
too.  Him.  That's  what  he  was  afraid  of. 
That's  what  I  kept  forcing  on  him. 

And  why?  Did  I  really  want  him  to  be 
reaP.  Not  Scott,  but  Steve?  Whoever  that 
was?  Maybe  I  simply  had  to  have  it  my 
way  —  my  deadening  tolerance  the  only 
response  I  could  muster;  my  glibness  a 
defence  against  a  few  ounces  of  nylon; 
my  fantasies  allowed  because  I  didn't 
have  to  wear  them. 

"I'm  gonna  go."  He  stood  up  and 
started  peeling  off  the  pantyhose.  "Too 
bad  for  you,  I  guess." 

"No,"  I  said.  "Too  bad  for  you."  But 
I  resented  the  sound  of  my  own  smugness. 

At  the  door,  I  stopped  him  as  he  fum- 
bled trying  to  figure  out  the  lock. 

"Hey,  Steve." 

"What?" 

"It's  all  right.  You'll  be  all  right." 

He  got  the  door  open.  "Which  way's 
Bloor  Street?" 

"Down  there." 

He  strode  off,  his  boots  thumping  on 
the  sidewalk. 

I  went  back  upstairs  and  saw  that  he'd 
left  his  pantyhose  lying  across  the  chair. 
I  picked  them  up,  touching  them  for  the 
first  time,  realizing  how  delicate  they 
were. 

"Well,"  1  heard  myself  say  out  loud. 
"So  what  do  I  do  with  thcsc?"D 
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"Hey,  I  gotta  talk. 


The  place  was  busy  and  I  was  on  my 
sixth  beer.  I  hadn't  seen  him  leaning  on 
the  bar  beside  me  until  he  spoke.  And 
even  before  I  saw  him,  the  words  were 
out  of  my  mouth,  booze  talking  as  I 
turned. 

"So  talk." 

There  he  was.  About  twenty  probably, 
dark  hair,  a  strong,  tense  face.  Sort  of 
Scott  Baio,  but  with  an  edge. 

"I  need  a  beer,"  he  said.  "I  just  got 
here,  I  need  a  beer.  How  do  you  get  a 
beer  around  here?" 

"You  grab  one  of  these  guys  and  ask 
him."  I  hailed  Ed,  the  pretty  blond 
bartender.  "So  what  do  you  want?" 

"An  Ex." 

"An  Ex,  Eddie.  For  him." 

He  got  it,  paid  for  it  as  the  music  and 
the  crowd  swirled  behind  him. 

"So,"  I  said  above  the  roar.  "Talk?" 

"Yeah.  Oh  man....  I've  never  been 
here  before.  You?" 

"God,  yes.  Too  much,  I  think." 

"Real  hard-core,  eh?" 

"What?" 

"Real  hard-core  gay." 

"You  don't  go  out  much,  I  guess." 

"Not  here.  I  don't  go  to  gay  bars." 

"You  don't?  But  you're  here." 

"Yeah,  well,  I'm  just  horny  as  hell,  you 
know?  I  spent  all  day  taking  an  exam  for 
medical  school.  To  get  into  medical 
school.  And  I'm  just  so  horny  I  just  had 
to  get  out." 

"What  school?" 

"McMaster." 

"You  came  all  the  way  from  Hamilton 
to  come  here?" 

"Yeah,  I  just  had  to  get  out.  I...  you 
know.  I've  never  done  it  with  a  guy." 

"How'd  you  know  to  come  to  this 
bar?" 

"Oh  come  on,  everybody  knows  about 
this  bar." 

"Well,  everybody's  pretty  clever, 
aren't  they?  There  are  only  fifteen  gay 
bars  in  this  town."  I  wasn't  sure  of  my 
figures,  hadn't  counted  in  a  while.  But 
that  seemed  to  stop  him  for  a  minute. 
Through  the  crowd  across  the  bar,  I  saw 
Derek,  one  of  the  bartenders  here  on  his 
night  off,  bounce  to  a  bit  of  Laura 
Branigan  before  grabbing  a  friend  and 
heading  off  to  dance. 

"I  guess  all  these  guys  come  here 
because  they  can't  get  girls,  eh?" 

"I  don't  think  you've  got  it  quite 
right." 

"Why  are  they  here  then?" 

"Why  are  you  here?" 

"Because  I'm  horny  as  hell." 

He  was,  too.  For  the  first  time,  I 
looked  him  up  and  down  quickly,  trim 
under  his  windbreaker,  his  cock  full 
against  snug  denim.  Back  to  his  face, 
clear  brown  eyes  drilling  out  over  the  bar 
to  the  men  moving  on  the  dance  floor. 

His  head  snapped  around,  eyes  connect- 
ing with  mine.  'You  know  what  1  want?" 

"What?" 

"You're  going  to  think  this  is  pretty 
weird." 

"I  don't  know,  try  me." 

"I  want  to  do  it  with  a  guy  in  panty- 
hose. I  got  this  thing  about  pantyhose, 
this  fetish." 

Fetish.  They  teach  them  psychology. 

"I  want  to  put  on  pantyhose  and  have 
another  guy  put  on  pantyhose  and...  and 
doit." 

Do  what?  I  wondered.  "Well,  you  can 
put  on  pantyhose  if  you  want." 

"So  are  you  going  to  take  me  home?" 

Speedy  kid.  Speedy  and  gorgeous.  "I 
don't  know,"  I  said,  but  I  was  smiling  at 
the  idea.  Three  hours  of  nothing  in  this 
bar,  and  suddenly  there  was  this  urgent 
boy  swelling  against  his  jeans  and  jockeys 
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—  undoubtedly  jockeys  —  trying  to  pick 
me  up.  So  how  do  you  get  pantyhose 
around  here? 

"Come  on,"  he  said.  "So  where  do 
you  live?" 

"Bathurst  and  Bloor.  Hey,  look,  I 
haven't  even  finished  my  beer  yet.  You 
haven't  either." 

He  guzzled  the  half-bottle  in  two  gulps. 
"You  know  where  there's-a  store  open 
around  here?" 

I  laughed.  Was  this  kid  safe?  I  didn't 
know.  But  I  believed  him  —  wanted  to 
believe  him.  And  my  housemates  were 
home.  A  little  insurance. 

"Yeah,  there's  a  Becker's  open  late 
around  the  corner." 

"So  come  on." 

He  moved  off  through  the  crowd 
toward  the  door,  fantasy  in  tow  —  me, 
with  a  few  fantasies  of  my  own. 

• 
"You  must  think  I'm  real  weird  having 
this  fetish." 

We'd  walked  a  few  blocks  through 
busy  streets  to  get  to  the  store.  The  edge 


of  sureness  was  slipping  from  his  voice. 

"No,  it's  OK.  What's  you're  name, 
anyway?" 

"Steve." 

"Steve.  Rick." 

But  we  were  at  the  store  and  he  said 
nothing.  It  was  bright,  with  about  a  half- 
dozen  people  gathered  at  the  two  check- 
out counters.  Steve  strode  up  to  a  display 
rack  of  Secret  sheers,  cruised  it  for  a  few 
seconds  and  grabbed  a  package  of  beige, 
sandalfoot  one-size-fits-all.  One  package. 
I  stood  by  the  counter  as  he  moved  into 
one  cashier's  line,  then  the  other,  then 
back.  I  realized  I  hadn't  noticed  his  boots 
until  then,  his  firm  legs,  his  hips.  He  had 
a  trim,  full,  solid-looking  ass. 

"Dollar  seventy  nine." 

"Bag?" 

"Huh?" 

"You  got  a  bag?" 

Outside,  I  flagged  down  a  cab.  Can't 
afford  to  do  that  very  often,  but  I  had  a 
feeling  there  wasn't  a  lot  of  time  to  lose. 

• 
"I  live  with  some  other  people,  Scott,"  I 
said  as  we  got  out  of  the  taxi. 

"Steve." 

"Sorry.  Steve.  I  live  with  some  other 
people." 

"Are  they  home?" 

"Oh,  they're  home.  We'll  see  if  they're 
still  up." 

We  stepped  into  the  foyer,  the  door  in- 
to the  hall  still  closed,  and  I  could  see  the 
kitchen  lights  were  on.  There  was  Brahms 
playing  in  the  living  room.  "They're  up." 
I  was  almost  too  blase  even  for  myself  to 
bear. 

"Are  they  gay?" 

"Of  course  they ' re  gay.' ' 

"God,  this  is  embarrassing." 

"Why?  They've  seen  this  before." 

"Yeah,  well  /  haven't.  It  makes  me  feel 
like  a  fool." 

"It's  all  right.  We're  right  up  these 
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stairs  here.  You  don't  have  to  see  them." 

He  moved  gingerly  up  the  steps,  looked 
back  at  the  top,  pointing  at  a  door.  The 
bathroom?  I  nodded.  There  was  the  long 
splash  of  his  piss  pouring  into  the  toilet.  I 
went  to  the  kitchen,  where  Ward  and 
Terry  broke  their  careful  listening  and 
looked  up  at  me. 

"If  you  hear  anything  funny...."  I 
pointed  up  with  a  drunken  grin.  "Strange 
kid." 

They  smiled,  a  little  quizzically. 
• 
In  my  room  on  the  third  floor,  Steve  sat 
on  the  edge  of  the  single  bed  which,  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  throw  pillows,  serves  as  a 
sofa.  "Nice  place,"  he  said  as  I  came  up 
the  stairs. 

"Yeah,  I've  been  here  for  a  couple  of 
years."  And  there  were  more  years  stored 
here:  books,  pictures  of  friends  on  the 
walls,  magazines  tossed  around  —  all 
evidence  of  who  I  might  be.  He  was  look- 
ing around,  taking  it  in,  but  stopped. 
Eyes  on  the  floor,  he  took  a  deep,  erratic 
breath  through  his  mouth,  let  it  out  with 
a  sigh  through  his  nose. 

I  sat  down  beside  him.  He  got  up,  took 
off  his  jacket  and  put  it  across  the  back  of 
a  chair.  Crossing  his  arms,  he  grabbed  his 
shirt  at  the  waist  and  stretched  it  up  over 
his  head.  Stomach,  chest,  armpits  —  for 
an  instant  he  was  a  Soloflex  ad:  Scott 
Madsen  stopped  in  a  delicious  moment 
that  promised  more.  And  here  was  more, 
the  image  in  motion  as  Steve  tossed  his 
shirt  on  the  chair,  undid  his  belt,  un- 
zipped, stepped  out  of  his  jeans.  Jockeys 
indeed.  He  peeled  them  down  and  stood 
there,  taut  and  smooth. 

"I  don't  know  if  I  can  get  it  up  for  a 
guy." 

But  from  what  I  could  see,  that  wasn't 
going  to  be  a  problem.  He  tore  open  the 
package  of  pantyhose,  bunched  up  one 
leg  of  the  sheers  around  his  thumbs  and 
started  rolling  it  over  his  toes.  He  obvi- 
ously knew  how  to  put  on  pantyhose.  His 
cock,  thick  and  smooth,  pointed  out  half- 
hard  at  the  floor.  Finding  the  crotch  of 
the  pantyhose,  he  took  it  in  both  hands 
and  tore,  pulled  them  up  to  his  waist  and 
adjusted  the  ragged  hole  so  that  his  cock 
and  balls  hung  out. 

"I'm  standing  here  all  naked  and 
you're  just  sitting  there." 

I  guess  I'd  been  staring.  "Yeah."  I  got 
up  and  took  off  my  clothes  as  he  moved 
to  the  bed-sofa. 

"I  want  a  cigarette  first." 

I  found  him  an  ashtray,  and  realized  I 
was  shivering.  The  room  was  cool,  but  it 
was  more  than  that  —  the  booze,  the 
sight  of  him,  the  idea  of  him.  The  mo- 
ment. 1  pulled  the  comforter  off  the  bed, 
sat  down  beside  him  and  threw  it  partly 
over  me,  partly  over  him. 

"So  who  are  the  people  downstairs?" 

"Terry  and  Ward.  It's  their  house. 
They've  been  lovers  for  about  five 
years." 

Silence. 

"You  got  a  girlfriend,  Steve?" 

"Yup." 

"How's  that  going?" 

"OK."  He  turned  to  look  at  me.  "Ex- 
cept sexually." 

"Well,  that  happens  sometimes.  It's 
not  so  bad  if  you  have  other  reasons  for 
being  together.  Sex  isn't  all  that 
important." 

Somehow  that  was  off  the  mark,  1 
knew.  1  put  my  hand  on  his  back.  There 
was  a  layer  of  comforter  in  between. 

He  butted  his  cigarette,  sat  for  a 
minute  staring  out  across  the  rug. 
"Well?"  he  said. 

"Well.  This  isn't  the  bed.  It's  over 
there." 

He  didn't  move.  "I'm  not  sine  I  want 

continued  on  page  ■*< 
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